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"ADVERTISEMENT to the READER. ien 
F late Author of England's Con- 
PIR verſion and Reformation compared, 

I having been led by Tnclination to be- | 
i tow no ſmall Pains upon a Review of / 
bb Controverſies of the two laft Cen- 4 
turies, bent his Endeavours upon furniſhing the Lo- 
vers of Truth with the beſt Helps for ſeltling them 
in a right Judgment upon the Points in debate. But | 
the Compiling of the 8 was the 
= Reſult of another ſan. e ſometimes found it 
= requiſite, after long Application, to allow himſelf 
W /ome ** of Mind, and a Relaxation of Attention: 
= Towards which, be ound, that nothing had con- \ 

= tributed ſo agreeably, nor afforded him ſo much pro- 
table Diverſion as the Peruſal of the Hiſtory of 
= tbe Tmage-breakers. The Benefit, he was ſenſible, 
© be had receiv'd from this Entertainment, determin'd 
him to beſtow ſome part of bis Time in drawing up 
the Subject into a narrower Compaſs, in hopes, that 
what he had found ſo diverting to himſelf, might 
probably prove no leſs inſtructive to others. 
And that this Inſtruction may in no Manner be 
miſapply'd by the Reader to his own Prejudice, he is 
to bear in Mind, that holy Images (that is, the Images 
of holy Perſons) may be ud: in ſuch various Man- 
ners, and reſpetted in ſuch different Degrees, that no 
Care can be too great, to go no further therein, than 
is approved by the Church, Some perhaps are per- 
ſwaded, that as long as they do not take Images to have 
any Divinity in them, they need no farther Caution in 
the Uſe of them : And yet be is certain, that Chriſtians, 
who know, that Images ate not Gods, may neverthe- 
leſs be capable of running into great Exceſſes, and un- 
warrantable Practices 5 their Way of uſing them. 
There is no doubt, but the Chriſtians of Marſeilles, 
about the latter End of the 6th Age, underſtood as 
well, as thoſe of the 16th, that Images had no 
Divinity in them: And yet the Uſe, they made of © 
them, appear d ſo ſhocking to their Biſhop Serenus, 4 | 
that be took a — to remove them quite out f e 
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all the Churches in his Dioceſs, as the moſt Felina 
Means to put a ſtop to the Diſorder. 

. What this Diſorder was, is not to be learn d from 
Hiſtory. But St. Gregory, who judg'd, that Serenus 
had . better, to 75 aſon his Flock with due In- 
truct ion, than to deprive them of the Uſe of Images, 
never queſtion'd, but the Flock had given their Paſtor 
juſt Cauſe of Reſentment, by running into Exiravagan- 
ces at the ſame Time, that they knew that Images 
were not Gods, 

The Primitive Uſe of Images among Chriſtians 
was, 10 keep up the Remembrance of Poly Per/ons, 
and to revive the Thoughts of them in the Bebolders 
. But if the Bebolders 3 to _—_ the Images, 
as they would have thought it their Duty to aide 
the holy Perſons repreſented by them, if viſibly pre- 


ſent ;, it was Time fir Serenus to conſider well of 


fuch Uſe, and guard his Flock againſt the Wiles and 
Deluſions of any of whole Thoughts be in all 
likelyhood was not Pane as being warwd, 
that be is allways ready to ſow his Tares of bumane 
Fancies among the good Corn of God's ſaving 
Truths. If due Inſtruction will effefually anſwer 
this End, and the Flock be ſenſible of their Obliga 7 


tion to attend to it, the Paſtors will have no need of 


looking about for other Expedients. Even the moſt 

ignorant of the Flock will underitand and be aware, 
' Ts as Images are not Gods, ſo they are neither Angels 
nor Men, nor any thing elſe, but what they are made 
of : That they have no Virtue, or any ſuch Efficacy 
in ibem, as if the Perſons repreſented by them, were 


more preſent to them, when made, than they were 10 4 


the Materials before : And when, b by their Means, 
they bave rais'd their Thoughts to the Perſons they 
125 ny they will make Their Addreſſes (whe = 
by Words or by Attions) to thoſe - Perjons, and not 
4 their Images: And ſo give no Offence. io others, 


22 nor mate themſelves obnoxiqus to the. Irnputation 


ellber of Tdolatry, or of Stupidity. . > "H&EO 
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Leo the 1 [aurian. 


F all the Herefies, which had 
their Birth in the Eaſtern Church, 
that fruitful Mother of Novelties 
in Religion, that of the Icenoclaſts 
or Image- breaters is the moſt 
ſurprizing as to the firſt Occaſi- 
on of it, which was thus. 
It happen'd about the Beginning of the ſeventh 
Century, that two Zewiſh Impoſtors, who ſet up 
for Prophets, had under that religious Maſk 
drawn their Prince Fexid, the Califf of the Sa- 
racens in Syria into Meaſures; which proved 
fatal to him. Whereupon they were forced to 
fly to avoid the juſt Revenge of his Son and 
Succeſlor Moavie, who had given Orders to ſeize 
them, where. ever they ſhould be found. How 
happy had it been tor Chriſtendom, had they 
then fallen Victims to his Juſt Reſentment ? What 
a Deluge of Chriſtian Blood would it have ſaved ? 
What numberleſs Scaadals and Barbarities would 
it have prevented? But God's ſecret and impe- 
netrable Judgments had ordain'd Things other- 
wiſe. For they * Eſcape effectuallyę 
iy and 
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and came ſafe into Jauria, a Province of the 
1 leſſer Aa. Where, as they were one Day ſit- 
ting near a Fountain to eaſe and refreſh them- 
q ſelves, a young Man leading an Aſs, that was 
FJ: loaden with fmall Merchandiſes, which he ſald 3 
C | in the neighbouring Villages to get a poor Liveli- þ 

| hood, came and fat down by them, in Hopes 

| 


perhaps, that they would buy ſomething of him. 
The two Jeus having for ſome Time fix'd 
their Eyes ſtedfaſtly upon him were ſurprized to 
ſee in One of ſo mean a Condition ſuch a more 
than ordinary promiſing Aſpect, and every Thing 
anſwerable to it in his Perſon, which exceeded 
1 the ordinary Size, and had more of the Hero 
1 than Pedlar in it. Whercupon they aſk'd him, 
. who and what he was; his Name, and from 
whence he came? To which the young Man 
anſwer'd, that his Name was Conon, that he was 
an 1/aurian by Birth, that his Parents were poor 
and got their Living by the daily Labour o 
their Hands. That finally, as to himſelf, he had 
choſen to follow a ſmall pedling Trade in Hopes 
of becoming one Day rich enough to turn Mer- 
chant. Then one of the two, whether he had a 
familiar Spirit to ſuggeſt to him what he ſhould 
ſay, or truſted to the Art of Divination not- 
withſtanding his late ill Succeſs. Or finally, 
whether he only thought that Chance might one 
Day happen to bring to paſs, what he ſhould 
boldly foretel with the Aſſurance of a Man in- 
ſpired (for my Author does not determine the 
Matter, but only quotes his Vouchers) however 
it was, regarding the young Man with great 
Attention whilſt he ſpoke, ſaid to him, Delay not, 
Conon, delay not to change your Name and Pro- 
ſeſſion, and to purſue your happy Deſtiny, which 
calls you to the Throne. For 1 afſure you it. u’ 
RNA 2 One ? 
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one Day infallibly raiſe you to the imperial Crown, if 
you do but, as you eaſily may, perform your Part 
towards the Accompliſhing ſo glorious a Def gn. 
Young Conon ſurpt᷑ ized at a Diſcourſe ſo much 
out of the way in all Appearance, ſuſpected at 
firſt, that he only intended to pals a Jeſt upon 
him. But perceiving both the one and the other 
to be very ſerious upon the Matter, and finding 
his Heart already kindled with Ambition, reſolved 
to puſh his Fortune to the utmoſt : Becauſe he 
might at leaſt gain Something, and could Joſe 
Nothing by ſo doing. Whereupon having aſk'd 
them very reſolutely, what he was to do to make 
the Event anſwer their Predictions? To bew, 


ſaid they, that we are in Earneſt, and have no 


Deſign to put a Cheat upon you, we only demand 
of you, a Promiſe upon Oath, that when our Pro- 
phecy is accompliſbd, and you find yourſelf fxx*d on 
the imperial Throne, you will then in Reward of 
the good Office we have done you grant us but one 
Requeſt, which we ſhall then ſpecify fo you, and 
will be in your Power to perform. 

Young Conon, whom this open and Lindid Pro- 
ceeding encouraged to havea favourable Opinion 
of their Sincerity, promiſed with Joy to perform 


whatever they ſhould require of him; and there- 


upon, as being a Chriftian, went with them to a 
neighbouring Church dedicated to St. Theodore, 
where he fore ſolemnly to make good his Word, 
when demanded ef him: This deteſtable and 
inconſiderate Oath made to the profeſs'd Enemies 
of Chriſtianity, Who might have demanded and 
obtain'd with the ſame Eaſe the Releſtabliſhnment 
of Fudaiſm, this Oath, Tay, which fill'd Greece 
with Blood-and Covtufion for above ab hundred 
Years, and at long Run loſt the Greek Emperors 
the whole: Empire of the Men, being thus made, 
<1 | B 2 they 
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4 LEO. 6 
they parted fſatisfy*'d on both Sides; and CDů n, 
who took the Name of Leo, and is known in all“ 
Hiſtories by the Name of Leo the I/aurian, imme- 


diately quitted his poor Parents and little Trade, 
and liſted himſelf in the Troops of Siſinius, who 
commanded in 1/auria. Sometime atter the Em- 
peror Juſtinian II. order'd him to march with his 
Army to Miſambria a Town in Thrace upon 
the Euxin Sea, where he continued till that Prince 
who had been dethroned, was reſtored by the 
Help of the Bulgarians. | 

Leo the 1/aurian, who watch'd all Opportuni- 
ties to puſh his Fortune, here nick'd his Time 
to make himſelf known to the Emperor; For 


he was one of the firſt that came to meet him, 


when he was upon his return to Conſtantinople ; 
and ſhew'd ſo much Zeal. far his Service and 
Affection for his Perſon in making him a Pre- 
ſent of five hundred Sheep, which was very ac- 
ceptable to him on that Oceaſion, that he took 
him immediately into his Guards, and after his 
Reſtoration was ſo well pleaſed with the Turn ot 


11741 


to make War upon the Barbarians beyond the 
Euzxin Sea, where by his military Performances he 
gain'd the Reputation of Conduct and Valour. 

In the mean Lime Juſlinian, who by his exe- 
crable Cruelty had render'd; himſelf odious to all 
Mankind, was maſſacred by his own Soldiers, 
whom he had ſent to Cherſaneſus to put all the 
Inhabitants to the Sword. Upon whoſe Death 
the Army choſe one Philippius Bardanes, one 
af the Commanders of the Fleet, a Man, of Qua- 


lity but extremely debauch'd,, who dhonowing 
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„ the Empire by his infamous Life, was in the 
I / 7 ſecond Year of his Reign ſeiz'd by his own No- 


bless, who 1 out his Eyes, proclaim'd 
„ Emperor his chief Secretary Artemius, whom they 


call'd Anaſtaſius, a learned and experienced Man 


0 
and a zealous Catholick. | 

ig Leo, who till then had made War upon the 
n „ Barbarians, came and tender'd his Service to 
e this new Prince, who received him very favoura- 


e 7 bly, and gave him in Reward of his Services 

0 the Command of the Army and Government of 
the Eaf, where he ſoon. found the Occaſion he 
look'd for to ſatisfy his Ambition, and mount 
the Throne even with Honour. For the naval 
. Army, which the Emperor had ſent againlt the 
 * Saracens, having kill'd their General, and re- 


1 7; volted to ſcreen themſelves from Puniſhment, 
tool it in their Heads to proclaim in at umultuous 
Manner one Theodoius a Farmer of the publick 
. IF Revenues, in ſpite of the Reſiſtance he made, 
s gand maintain'd him on the Throne againſt all 
(the Power of Anaſtaſius, who finding himſelf 
- 7 cloſely beſiged in Nicea, and Conſtantinople ſeiz'd, 
and himſelf abandon'd by almoſt all his Friends, 
e © yielded the Empire to his Rival, and became a 
Monk at Theſalonica. 

Niere it was that Leo thought it behoved him 
do improve the Opportunity offer'd him by his 


good Fortune to mount the imperial Throne 
with Honour under Pretence of Revenging the 
* [{njuſtice done to his Maſter and Benefactor. He 
therefore declared immediately againſt Theodoſius, 
and was ſeconded by his whole Army, who ab- 
horr'd with Indignation the ridiculous and phan- 
> taſtical Choice of a Farmer preferably to ſo many 
Lelerving Perſons, His next Buſineſs was to 
engage in his Intereſt Artabaſdes the General of 
2 | B3 the 
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6 LEO "MN 
the imperial Troops in Armenia, whom he de- 
coy'd by a Promiſe of his Daughter in Marriage, 
and the chief Place at Court. The only Thing 
now remaining was to tie up the Hands of the 
Saracens, who had invaded Capadocia, from op. % 
poſing his Promotion; Theſe he gain'd by the 
Promiſe of an advantagious Peace, and other large 
Rewards. And ſo after having been proclaim'd 
Emperor by all the Troops of the Eaſt, and 
acknowledg'd by the Saracens themſelves, he ©” 
march'd by long Journeys to Nicomedia, and Cal. 
cedon juſt over againſt Conſtantinople. ** 
Here it was, that whilſt he was preparing to 
paſs the Boſpherus, the holy Patriarch St. Germain 
met him to intercede in Behalf of Theodoſins, _ 
who was ſenſible of his Incapacity of Governing 
an Empire, which he had accepted againſt his 
Will. He therefore did himlclt Juſtice by fol- 
lowing the Example of Anaſtaſius, and retiring *3 
into a Monaſtery, and yielding up the Empire to \#* 
Leo only on Condition to have his Life ſecured, "7 
which the Patriarch eaſily obtain'd. 1 
Thus Leo the Jaurian having clear'd the Way © 
from all Obſtacles to the Crown, enter'd Con-. 
ſtantinople on the 25th of March An. 717, and 
took Poſſeſſion of the Empire by an impene- 
trable Secret of the Judgments of God, who 
would ſuffer the Predictions of the two Impoſtors 
to be accompliſh'd, and one of the moſt wicked 
Men upon the Face of the Earth, as will appear 
hereafter, to be raiſed from the meaneſt Condi- 
tion to the Empire of the World, which he 
made {ubſervient,' to the Malice of thoſe two * 
Impoſtors by Altering the publick Worſhip, : 
which was: then, and had been eſtabliſh'd for ſe: 
veral hundred Years both in the Eaſt and Weft. 7 
| 1 This 
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the T/aurian. 7 
F This was the Fruit of Leo's raſh Oath to the 
ze, two Jews, who as ſoon as they heard of his 
ng > Elevation to the Throne, faiPd not co come im- 


he mediately to Conſtantinople to challenge the Per- 
P- ſormance of ic. Upon which he aſk'd them, 
he what it was they demanded of him? To which 
ge they anlwer'd, that they neither afk'd Riches, 
'd nor Power, nor any temporal Advantages, but 
nd © only this one Thing, viz. that ſince God had 


he N poſitively forbid Idolatry, he would utterly abo- 
i- ſiſz all Images and Pictures of Christ, his Mo- 
ther, and pretended Saints, which they ſaid were 

to 5 no better than Idols, throughout his whole Em- 
in pire: Upon the Performance whereot they pro- 
miſed him that he ſhould live to be an hun- 
dred Years old, and enjoy all that Time a proſpe- 
rous Reign. f 
Teo, who was covetous on the one Hand, and 
therefore afraid leaſt their Demands might run 
too high for him, and had little or no Senſe of 
KReligion on the other, was molt agreeably ſur- 
prized to find himſelf brought off upon ſuch 

7 'y ealy Terms, which he thought would coſt him 
1. 1 nothing but an abſolute Command, when he 


d © ſhould find himſelf in a Condition to make him- 
e- felt obey'd. But what charm'd him moſt was 
0 the Promiſe of an hundred Years, and Reigning 


rs proſperouſly all that Time. But here the un- 


d happy Wretch found himſelf at long Run mi- 
Irſerably deceiv'd; and it might have open'd his 
i- =# Eyes in due Time, had he not been prepoſſeſs'd 
le to a Degree of Madneſs. For he found him- 
o ſelf languiſhing under a Droply and his End 


„ approaching long before the promiſed Period; 
= > and a great Part of his Reign, though proſperous 
at firſt, was but a long Train of publick Cala- 

s mities, and viſible Judgments of God; as wlll 
= -- B4 appear 


8 Lo 
appear in the Sequal of this Hiſtory : fo that 
both Parts of the Jewiſh Prediction proved falſe. 
But be that as it will, he anſwer'd the two 
Zews that to make a Change in the publick wor- 
ſhip was a dangerous Attempt, and might occa- 
ſion a general Revolt, and that to undertake a 
Buſineſs of that Moment unſeaſonably was the 
Means to ruin all. That therefore it was neceſ- 
ſary to diſſemble for ſome Time, till his Authority 
was ſo well eſtabliſh'd, that all would be forced 
to ſubmit. to it. When his Affairs ſhould be in 
this Condition, as he hoped they would be ver 
Soon, that he would then perform faithfully what 
he had promiſed, and ſo he diſmiſs'd his Fews, 
of whom we ſhall hear no more. | 
From that Time forward Leo began to cover 
his Deſign with a profound Diſſimulation, and 
counterfeit upon all Occaſions the zealous Catho- \ 
lick to prevent the leaſt Suſpicion of the contrary. 
For which End he made it his. firſt Buſineſs to 
gain the Eſteem of the Patriarch St. Germain, 
who. was a Prelate of extraordinary Merit, emi- 
nent for Holineſs of Life, and a zealous Defender 
of the Catholick Faith; and therefore beloved and 
eſteem'd by his whole Flock. So that Leo could 
not but ſee it ahſolutely neceſſary to engage a 
Perſon of this Character in his Intereſt, as he did 
by all Means poſſible. For he received the im- 
perial Crown from his Hands, and at his Corona- 
tion ſwore Solemnly to preſerve the Catholick 
Faith in it's Purity, and ſuffer no Alteration to 
be made in the Doctrine or Practice of the Church: 
Which gave great Satisfaction to the Patriarch, 
who took him to be very Sincere. Nay Leo 
puſn'd his Hypocriſy ſtil] farther, and wrote a 
very Orthodox Profeſſion of his Faithto the Pope; 
who charm'd with ſuch an authentick T N 
748 ao + | Q 
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the Jſaurian. 9 
of his Faith received him into his Communion, 
and order'd great Honours to be done to him 
every where, particularly at Rome, where accord- 
ing to Cuſtom his Pictures were received with 
great Pomp. 
- Thus he difſembled ; becauſe it was not yet 
ſeaſonable to declare himſelf for Fear of the 
Saracens; who finding themſelves to have been 
impoſed upon by fair Promiſes without any Effect, 
had attack*d him in the very Heart of the Empire 
both by Sea and Land, but were entirely defeated 
contrary to all human Expectation. After which 
he had the ſame Succeſs againſt ſome Rebels at 
home, whom he reduced with little Trouble; 
and to complete his Happineſs had at the ſame 
Time a Son and Heir, who was call'd Conſtantine, 
and baptized by the holy Patriarch St. Germain: 
But in the Ceremony foul'd the baptiſmal Font; 
which was regarded as an ominous Preſage of the 
Monſter of Impiety, he would one Day prove to 
be; and occaſion'd his Acquiring the infamous 
Sirname of Copronymus by which he is diſtinguiſh'd 
in all Hiſtories. After which the Empreſs Mary 
was ſolemnly crown*d, as likewiſe the young Copro- 
nymus, and proclaim'd Augufius with a general 
Applauſe. 
- Suchalong Train of proſperous Succeſſes, which 
Leo regarded not only as the Effects of the Fewiſp 
Predictions, but as ſure Pledges of his future 
Proſperity, and whereby his Authority was now 
ſo firmly eſtabliſh'd, that he thought he had no- 
thing to fear either at home, or from abroad, 
made him at length reſolve to throw off the Maſk, 
and publiſh an Edict for the Aboliſhing of all 
Images and Pictures; to which he was ſtill more 
violently puſh*d on by two profligate Wretches, 
0 wit, firſt by one Conſtantin Biſhop of 9 a 
„ | own 


10 LEO; | 
Town in Phrygia, a Man publickly infamous for 
Lewdneſs, exceſſively ignorant, and deſtitute of 
Honour, Conſcience, ; and Religion: For which 
his own Flock role up againſt him, and obliged 
him to fly for Safety to Conſtantinople with another 
as wicked as himſelf call'd Beger, who from a 
Chriſtian had turn'd Mabometan to purchaſe his 
Liberty of the Saracens, among whom he was a 
Slave. At his coming to Conſtantinople, as he 
was a Man of an extraordinary Strength of Body, 
and had a good Stock of Wit, he was ſoon made 
known to the Emperor, who took a liking to him, 
which was much encreaſed, when he found in 
him a Conformity of Sentiments relating to Images 
and Pictures, which Saracens abhor no leſs than 


eWS. INTE 
7 This Bezer therefore, and the Biſhop of Nacolia, 
who had likewiſe recommended himſelf by being 
a zealous /conoclaſt, were the two Perſons, to whom 
Leo the Iſaurian, who till then had perſonated the 
Catholick, firſt diſcover'd his Deſign, and con- 
ſulted how he ſhould go about to execute it 
Succeſsfully. For he was till under ſome Appre- 
henſion of a popular Commotion : Becauſe the 
Change he intended to introduce regarded not 
barely a ſpeculative Point of Religion, like the 
fix firſt Hereſies condemn'd by the ſix firſt gene- 
ra] Councils, but an outward practical Devotion 
of long Standing, and introduced by Conſtantin 
| himſelf, who ſurely was no Idolater, but the great 
deſtroger of Idols, and had put the imperial City 
under the peculiar Protection of the Bleſſed Virgin, 
whoſe Statues being ſet up in a hundred Places, 
and particularly before 4 Gates of the City, 
were honour'd by all the People with a ſingular 
Devotion, and the ſame great and religious Prince 
amongſt other noble Monuments of his Piety, 


had 
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had erected in the great. Place before the Palace 
two beautiful Statues, one of the Saviour of the 
World repreſenting the good Shepherd bringing 
home upon his Shoulders his loſt Sheep, and the 
other of the Prophet Daniel amidit the Lions. 
So that how reſolute ſoever Leo was, he was not 
without ſome Fear of the People's riſing up in 
Arms, if he turniſh'd them with ſo plauſible a 
Pretence as their maintaining. the Honour and 
Faith of the great Conſtantine. But the two wick- 
ed Villains above-mention'd flatter'd him fo 
agreeably upon the Greatneſs of his Power, which 
no one would dare to oppoſe, that they perſuaded 
him to delay no longer, but begin with a bold Step, 
and ſurprize the unprepared Minds of the Senate 
and People with a ſudden and unexpected Blow, 
which would in a manner {tun them before they 
ſhould have Time to think and recollect them- 
ſelves into any regular Reſolution, 

This then Leo reſolved to do without Heſitation: 
And accordingly order'd the Senate to be aſſem- 
bled, whom he told in few Words, that in Ac- 
knowledgment of the ſignal Favours he had 
received from the Hands of God he was reſolved 
to deſtroy the Idolatry, which had crept inſenſibly 
into the Church; and therefore declared, that 
it was his poſitive and abſolute Will, that all the 
Images of Feſus Chriſt, his Mother, and the Saints 
ſhould be deſtroy'd, becauſe they were no better 
in Reality than ſo many Idols, to which a Reli- 

ious Honour due to God alone was paid. „ Hav- 
ing ſpoke thus he turn'd his Back upon them 
without expecting an Anſwer, and left the whole 
Senate under a Conſternation more eaſily to be 
imagined than expreſs'd, and gave immediate 
Orders for the Execution of this irreligious De- 
ſign. So that the Hereſy of Iconoclaſts, or Image- 
breakers 


12 LEO 
breakers commenced from that Day, which was 
in the eighth Year of his Reign, and which he 
had till then conceaPd in his Heart upon politick 
Motives. | 


But as it 1s the S Practice of Courtiers to 


make the Prince's Will the Rule and Standard of 
their Faith, he ſoon had a great many Followers, 
eſpecially when they ſaw the violent Means he 
took to make himſelf obey*d. For as ſoon as he 
had declared his Will to the Senate, he imme- 
diately ſent his Guards with their Officers to throw 
down in open Day and Sight of the whole impe- 
rial City the beautiful Image of Chriſt placed by 
the great Conſtantine above the principal Gate of 
the Palace, which faced the great imperial Place, 
and was honoured with a ſingular Devotion by 
all the People; who alarm'd with the News of 
the ſacrilegious Attempt flock'd in a tumultuous 
manner from all Parts of the City to oppaſe the 
Execution of it; and becauſe the Officers and 
Guards, who thought themſelves Strong enough 
to diſperſe a confuſed Populace, went on reſo- 
lutely to execute their Orders, the enraged People 
fer upon them with that Fury, that after ſeveral 
of them and even ſome principal Officers were 
left dead upon the Place, the reſt were forced to 
retire for their own Security. The very Women 
ſignalized their Zeal on this Occaſion even to an 
Exceſs. For whilſt the Men were engaged with 
the Guards, one Jovinus a bolder and raſher 
Officer than the reſt having got up to the Top of 
a Ladder, which he had rear'd up againſt the 


Palace Gate to break down the aboveſaid Image 


of our Saviour, the Women ran in Crouds, threw 
down. the Ladder with the Officer upon it, and 
in the Tranſport of their Fury left him dead upon 


the 
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the Place- with the many Wounds they added ro 
the Bruiſe of his Fall. 1. ON 990 
Too reſolved to revenge this Affront puſn'd his 
Reſentment to an Exceſs of Cruelty to ſhew he 
was Maſter and would be obey*d. For having 
ſecured all the chief Poſts of the City with ſtrong 
Guards to prevent a ſecond Riſing of the Populace, 
he cauſed ſeveral Perſons eminent for Piety and 
Learning, who had been unconcerned in the Tu- 
mult, to be apprehended, . and in Hopes of either 
prevailing on or - intimidating others by their 
Example he gave them their Choice either to 
ſubmit upon the Spot to his Will, or prepare 
themſelves for the ſevereſt Puniſnments. But find- 
ing theſe generous Chriſtians immoveable in their 
Reſolution: of Dying a thouſand Deaths rather 
than renounce their Faith, he cauſed ſome of 
them to be moſt inhumanly tortured, others to 
have their Hands cut off: Some again to have 
their Eyes pluck'd out, and others to be torn to 
Pieces with Whips, and great Numbers to ſuffer 
a lingering Martyrdom in Baniſhment or Priſons. 
In a Word, after having diſcharg'd his Fury a 
thouſand ſeveral Ways on all that oppoſed his 
Will, he gave the finiſhing Stroke, as J may call 
it, by an Act of Barbarity, ſcarce to be equall'd 
in Hiſtory, and which muſt render his Memory 
execrable to all Poſterit x. N 
There was a ſort of College at Conſtantinople 
in a magnificent Palace built by the great Conſtan- 
tin fot the Entertainment of learned Men, who 
taught young Scholars all Sciences gratis. The 
Head or Principal of this College was choſen out 
of the moſt learned Men of the whole Empire, 
and by way of Honour and Diſtinction was ſtiled 
the vyniverſal Maſter. He had under him twelve 
others Doctots, who had been his Scholars, 
2890192 A whom 
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whom he judg'd to excel moſt in the particular 
Science, to ich they had apply'd themſelves, 
and taught publickly all ſuch as flock'd: thither 
from every Part of the Empire for their Improve- 
ment. In ſhort, they were fo highly eſteem'd, 
that Emperors themſelves often conſulted them 
in Matters of Importance; and as a Token of 
their Eſteem had heap'd all Sorts of Favours up- 
on them in Preſents of ſtately Furniture, Veſ- 
ſels of Gold and Silver, and beautiful Ornaments 
of their Church. But above all had inrich'd their 
College with -2a Library for the Uſe both of 
Scholars and Maſters, which was look'd upon 
as the greateſt Treaſure of Greece. For they 
ſay it was compoſed of ſix hundred thouſand 
choice Books; and amongſt other Prodigies of 
Art had Homers whole Thad and Odyſie diſtinctly 
writ in Letters of Gold — Gut ot a gen 
of ſixſcore Foot long. 901 

Tis true, that about two hundred Wein "Wy 
fore in the Reign of Baſiliſcus this Library was 
almoſt” entirely conſumed by Fire, but ſoon after 
repair'd in ſome Meaſure. - For what wich ſuch 
Books as were ſaved together with the Dragon's 
Gut, andiothers that were collected from other 
Parts, in the Time of Leo it had yet 3000, 300 
choice Volumes undet the Care of the untuer/al 
8 and his twelve Doctors. 91G 4 
He therefore conſider'd, that if bs could! bur 
bring theſe eminent Men into his Meaſures, he 


ſhould catry all before him without any Oppo- 


ſition, and therefore order'd them to be ſent for 
to Court, where what with very bad Reaſons, 
whit with Carefles, Threats of Puniſuments and 


Prim iſes of Rewarda, he did his utmoſt to bring 


them to a Compliance; but all in vain. Nay on 


> they endeayour'd by all the ſtrongeſt 
Reaſons 
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Reaſons to convince him of his Error, and even 
threaten'd him with the Judgments of God, if 
he perſiſted in it. 

Leo enraged at this generous Reſiſtance re- 
ſolved to be reveng'd of them in the moſt bar- 
barous Manner, and make them ſuch Examples 
of his brutal Rage, as ſhould ſtrike all Men's 
Hearts with Terror. For having order'd them 
to be ſhut up all together in their College, he 
placed Guards at all the Avenues to hinder any 
one from Eſcaping ; and then encompaſſing the 
Houfe with Bruſhwood and Straw, he command- 
ed Fire to be ſet to it in the Night ; and ſo theſe 
excellent Men were all burnt alive, and the whole 
Houſe together with the Library reduced to Aſhes, 
to the irreparable Lofs of whole Chriſtendom. 
A ſtrange diabolical Pride in an ignorant Lay- 
man to prefer his own private Judgment to that 
of the moſt learned Men of the Empire! And 
think himfelf hainoufly affronted in being con- 
tradicted by them ! But he was ſo intoxicated 
with the Thoughts of Reigning proſperouſly to the 
hundredth Year of his Age, that he ſhut his Eyes 


3 apainft all the Light of Reaſon, and Sentiments 


of common Humanity: Though he had during 
his whole Reign the ſenſible Mortification to ſee 
himſelf oppoſed by all Men of known Probity 
and Learning, and only followed by Men of loſt 
Reputation, whoſe ſcandalous Characters were a 
Diſhonour to his Cauſe. 2 
In the mean Time the holy Patriarch Saint 
Germain, who had his Heart pierced with Grief 
to ſee the extreme Deſolation of his Flock, uſed 
all 'Eniteavours poffible to draw the Emperor, 
out of the Gulf of Impiety, into which he had 
plunged himſelf, and remonſtrated frequently to 
him the grols Error he had been millead into 
8 by 
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laſt Drop of his Blood with Joy in Defence of 
0 Honour paid to the Image of him, who had 
ſhed his precious Blood to renew God's Image 
in our Souls. But he did not receive at that 


Time the wiſh'd for Crown of Martyrdom, but 


was diſmiſs'd by Leo (though it was but by Way 
of Amuſemeut) even with ſome Hopes of his 
entering into bimſ ell. E. 
Of all this, the holy Patriarch ſent an exact 
Account to Pope Gregory II. who thereupon 
wrote two excellent exhortatory Epiſtles upon 
the Subject of Images to the Emperor, and at 
the ſame Time warn'd him of the Danger he 
expoſed himſelf to of loſing his whole Authority 
in the Weſt, if he continued to make War upon 
Chriſt and his holy Mother by diſhonouring their 


Images. In effect, as ſoon, as: the, News of the 
Emperor's Edict at Canſtantinople, and the Out- 
rages committed on the Images of Chriſt and 
his ble ed Mother was 7 25 abroad, both Rome 
and the other, Towns of Haly, who till then had 
ackno! v fedged his Authority, conceived ſo great 
2 Horror of that deteſtable Fact, that they roſe; 
up unanimouſly and pull'd down his Images, 
which they, had ſet up, as was the Cuſtom, with 


great Reſpect. Even the other Princes of the 
Vet, who though not ſubje&t to him kept his 


Images to do, him Honour, treated them in the 
- fame Manner to revenge the Affront he had put 


- 


| Upon that, of the Saviour of the; World. Nay: 
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Laitprand King of the Lombards proceeded far- 
ther. For ſeeing all the People of Ravenna 
riſen up againſt their Exarch, who had attempted 
to execute the wicked Orders of Leo in pulling 
down Images, he ſat down before the Town, 
and made himſelf Maſter of it in a very few 
Days. | | Rn 
And here it was, that the generous Pope 
Gregory, though he had been very ill uſed by 
Leo; who in Anſwer to his Letter had threaten'd 
him with the utmoſt Effects of his Rage, yer 
hoping ſtill to mollify, and even reclaim him, 
had done all that lay in his Power to prevent 
the Revolt of the /talians,: and defend the Do- 
minions of the Empire againſt the Lombards, 
knowing that the Exarch was fled to Venice to 
demand Succours of that Republick for the 
Recovery of Ravenna, prevail'd fo effectually 
by his good Offices, that the Exarch was ſoon 
after reſtored. 

The Pope, who thought that Leo would be 
ſenſible of ſo ſignal a Piece of Service; applied 
more earneſtly to him by Letters to abandon. his 
unjuſt Defign and return to his Duty. But Leo, 


who reſented the Pope's ſteady Oppoſition, and 


was inſenſible of the Advantage he had received 


by his Means, was reſolved to rid his Hands of 
a Perfon, who he ſaw would always be an Ob- 
ſtacle to his main Deſign : And as he was not 
only cruel, but mean and haſe in his Temper, 
and ftuck not at any dirty Expedient to com- 
paſs his End, perceiving that it would be a dit- 
ficult Matter to deftroy by open Force a Pope, 
who by his extenſive Goodnefs and Charity had 
gain'd the Hearts of all the Rcmans, reſolved to 
have Recourſe to a Contrivance of the blackeſt 
Nature to gain his _—_ which he look'd upon 
* 4 ; . ' as 
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| as infallible. For he ſeat ſecret Orders to Marin N 
Governor of Rome to lend a helping Hand ta 
three profligate Villains, viz, Baſi a Captain. 


Jourdain an Officer of the Emperor's Houſehold, 


who were to be the Aſfaſſins, and one John a 
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was to give Notice to the other two of the firſt fair 5 
Opportunity, that ſhould; preſent itſelf of imbru- 
ing their Hands in his Blood. But God, Who 


watch*d over his faithful Servant diſpoſed Things 


ſo, that he could never find a proper Time to 
execute his execrable Parricide. The Emperor 


therefore, who imagined that the Indolence and 
Negligence of his principal Officers occaſion'd the 


Inexecution of his Orders, ſent the Patrice Paul to | 


command in /taly in Quality of; Exarch. But 


before the three. Villains had it in their Power | 
to give the Blow, the Conſpiracy was happily 2. 
diſcover'd by the Romans ; who ſeizing on the 
Perſons of Jourdain and the Subdeacon put them 
immediately to Death; and Baſil eſcaped the 
ſame: Fate by taking Shelter in a Monaſtery, ' 
where he did Penance for the reſt of his Life be- 


tween four Walls. 


In the mean Time, the Exarch had poſitive | 
Orders from the Emperor to make away with 
the Pope by Aſſaſſination, if; the other Contri- | 
vance fail'q, or at leaſt to, ſecure his Perſon. : 
But finding this impracticahle, becauſe Pope Gre- | 
gory, who was; the Darling of the Romans, was | 


continually guarded. by them with ſo much 
Watchfolneſs and Care, that he deſpair*d of ſur- 

rizing his Perſon, ne reſolved; to employ open 
ki to make Good the Promiſe he had made 
Leo, to bring him to Conſtantinoplie either alive or 
dead. In order whereunto he gather'd | haſtily 
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of the Army he had always on Foot againſt 
the Lombarũs and ſent them to Rome to ſeize the 
Pope by Force, and bring him to Ravenna. 
But 4s this Attempt was foreſeen and prevented, 
it miſcirry'd even before it came to the Point 
of Execution. For the Lonbards having join'd 
the Romans in Deferice of the Pope were too 
ſtrong for the Exarch's Army, whoſe March 
they ſtopp'd near Spoletum, and obliged them to 
abhanden their Enterprize, and return back to 
Rabenna. 

What à ſenſible Mortification was this to a 
Man of Les Pride to fee himſelf both hated 
and difpiſed; and with all his Power unable to 
diſpoſe of the Life of a ſingle unarm'd Man. 
But as Rage and Pride, when unreſtrain'd turn 
into Folly or Madneſs, Leo perceiving that 


* 


neither Treuchery nor Force had prevail'd, be- 


thought himſelf of the moſt ridiculous Expedi- 
ent that ever was thought of, to do that by his 
bare Name and unarm'd Authority, which he 
had in vain attempted by Force of Arms; and 
thereupon ſent Orders to the Exarch to publiſh 
at Rome and other imperial Towns of /taty an 
Edict ready penin'd, commanding all Images in 
Churches to be deſtroy'd with a Promiſe of am- 
ple Rewards to the Pope, if he obey'd; and 
derlaring him Guilty of Treaſon and deprived 
of his pontifical Dignity in Caſe of Non- com- 

iarice, | | 
p Never was there ſuch a ſudden and univerſal 
Revolution as on this Occaſion, but principally 
at Rome when the Edict was brought thither. 
For Gregory perceiving now that Les kept no 
Meafures, and ſtruck not at his Perſon only, 
bur Religion itſelf; had firſt Recourſe to the ſpi- 
ritual Arms of „ to ſtop the W 
* A 


20 LEO 
of this execrable Edict, and hinder the Poĩiſom 
from ſpreading. He therefore excommunicated | 
ſolemnly the Exarch, and all his Accomplices, | 
and then ſent Letters to the Venetians, the King 
of the Lombaras, and all the imperial Towns in 
Italy, to exhort them to Steddineſs in the Catho- 
lick Faith, and to oppoſe with all their Force the 
Execution of the i impious Edict. 

Theſe Letters made ſuch an Impreſſion upon 
all the People in Hay, that even thoſe who were 
often Enemies before, Venetians, Lombards and 
Romans join'd all in one Body, animated with 
the ſame Spirit, declaring that they would defend 
the Catholick Faith, and the Pope's Life with. 
the laſt Drop of their Blood, But as it is difficult 
in the firſt Heat of a popular Commotion to keep 
within the Bounds of a blameleſs Defence, both 
Romans, and other Cities of lialy took up Arms, 
Jointly with the Venetians, and having deſtroy'd 
all the Images of Leo carry'd their Zeal watch 
what the Pope intended, and renounced all Sub- 
jection to him; though the Pope, who always 
hoped 19, reclaim that unhappy Prince, diſap- 

roved of their violent Proceedings. 

But there happen'd two Things, which con- 
firm'd the People in their Reſolution of ſhaking 
off the Yoke, and put an End to the Emperor's 
Authority in Zzaly. Exhilaratus Governor of 
Naples for the Emperor, who had been impor. 
tuned by the Exarch, to ſignalize himſelf by 
fome. important Piece of Service, for their com- 
mon Maſter, tamper'd underhand with the com- 
mon People of Campania to receive the Emper- 
or's Edict, and conform to the Religion of their 
Prince. He had over and above ſuborn'd ſome 
Men to aſſaſſinate the Pope, and encouraged 
them to it, with the Promiſe of great Rewards: 
10 Which 
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Which baſe Proceeding affected the Catholicks 
with ſo much Horror, that ſhutting their Eyes 
againſt all other Conſiderations, they took up 
Arms tumultuouſly againſt their Governor, who 
not able to reſiſt ſo general a Revolt, was maſ- 
ſacred together with his Son and principal Officer. 
On the other Hand the Exarch Paul having 
prevail'd on ſeveral at Ravenna with the Views 
of Intereſt and Preferment to turn Jconoclaſts, 
thoſe, who adhered to the ancient Religion, and 
were the ſtronger Party could not bear it and 
took up Arms: So that there was a kind of 
civil War between tke two Parties, who endea- 
vour'd to deſtroy each other. But the Catho- 
licks prevailing, the Aonoclaſts were all ſacrificed, 
and the Exarch himſelf was maſſacred in the 
Tumult, whereby not only Ravenna,” but almoſt 
all the Towns depending of it were irrecoverably 
foſt to the Emperor, and deliver'd up to the 
King of the Lombards. 7 
Theſe unhappy Succeſſes, as being the very 
Reverſe of the uninterrupted Proſperity foretold 
by the Jeißß Im poſtors, had no other Effect up- 
on Leo's Mind, than to enrage him ſtill more 
than ever againſt the Catholick Faich. For 
though he had till then uſed the holy Patriarch 
St. Germain with ſome Humanity in Hopes of 
rendering him more flexible, he then reſolved 
to put his Conſtancy to the laſt Trial. But 
finding, chat inſtead of complying or even diſ- 
ſembling, he attack'd his Herefy openly both in 
his Diſcourſes and Writings, and had even con- 
futed the wicked Biſhop of Nacolia publickly, he 
took a Reſolution to rid his Hands of him either 


by Death or Baniſhment, if his laſt Efforts 


roved unſucceſsful. -- Having therefore ſent for 
him, he told him heiwould not ſuffer any longer 
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the Patriareh of the r City to ſeduce the 

$'d. Abetter of Idolatry, 
and as nothing is ſo bold and poſitive as Igng- | 
rance, he told him that all the Fathers of paſt *' 
Ages, and the Emperors his Predeceſſors had 
been Idolaters. To which the holy Patriarch | 
anſwer'd, by ſhewing the infinite Difference there 
was between the chriſtian and heathen Worſhip, 
and remonſtrating by the ſtrongeſt Reaſons, that 
Perſons may be either honaur'd or Abet in 
e, and 
that therefore abuſing or deſtroying the Images 
of Chriſt was making War upon Chriſt himſelt 
in his Images; which threw the Emperor into 
ſuch a Rage, that he gave the Patriarch a vio- 
lent Blow upon the Face, without regard to his 

facred Character and Age: And having laaded 7 


People, and be a profe 


their Images, as is obvious to common Sen 


him with a great Deal of foul Language, and 


been very profuſe of his Threats, order'd him 


to leave the Palace. . | 


After which his whele Thoughts wers bent 
upon Means to deprive him of his patriarchal 
See; and to colour it over with ſome Appearance | 
of Juſtice on the one Hand, and deprive him 
of the Glory of being thought to ſuffer ſor the 
Faich on tlie other, he ſuborn'd a Prieſt call'd 
Anaſtaſius, one of the Biſhop's domeſtick Chap- | 
lains, and familiar Confidenis to be a Spy n 
his Actions, and by his giving a malicious Furs | 
to any Thing he ſhould ſec or hear, accuſe him 
of having cabalPd againſt the Emperor: That 
ſo he might be deprived of his See rathex as 4 
Criminal than Champion of che Faith: And for 
Encouragement of ſuch a baſe Freachety he had the 


patriarchal Throne promiſed him upon the Nepri- 
vation of the old Patriarchi who ſnon perceived, a 
he harbour'd a Judas in his Family, who had . 
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him to the Emperor. But his inoffenſive Be- 
haviour, both in Words and Actions rendering 
it impoſſible to faſten any Accuſation upon him 
with the leaſt Appearance of Truth, Leo was 
forced to have Retcoùrſe to open Violence. 

He therefore order*d the principal Nobility of 
Conſtantinople to be aſſembled in the great Hall 
of the Palace in the Beginning of January An. 
730, where the Patriarch was tikewile ſummon'd 
to appear, accompany'd by ſame Court- Biſnops, 
who had already ſacrificed their Conſcience and 
Religion to worldly Views. The Emperor came 
himfelf in Ceremony attended by his Officers 
and Guards : And there without aſking the Ad- 
vice of the Aſſembly, or any other Format, 
he cauſed a new Edict to be publiſh'd, whereby 


he abolifh'd throughout the whole Extent of his 


Empire all Images of Feſus Chriſt, his blefſed 
Mother, and the Saints and. Ange s, Which he 
qualified with the Name of Idols, and forbad 
all his Subjects under Pain of Death to keep 
them either in their Churches, or publick Places, 
or private Houfes: Then addreſſing himſelf to 
St, Germain aſk'd him whether he was ready to 
fet his Hand to this Edict, as many Perſons of 
Worth, whoſe Example he onght to follow, 
and the Emperor himſelf were Going to do. 
But the holy Patriarch anſwer'd without Balanc- 
ing, that it did not belong to Emperors to decide 
Matters of Religion, but ta the Catholick Church 
afſembled in a genera} Council. And that as 
for himfelf, he would rather die, than caſt a 
Stain upon the Faith he had till then profeſs'd. 
Whereupon the Emperor without any other Form 


of Proceſs deprived him by his own Authority 


of his patriarchal Dignity, which he beſtow'd 
K C4 immediately 


- 


24 Bo. 
immediately upon the Traiter Anaſtaſius, a fit 


Tool to do all the dirty Work of ſuch a Prince. 


St. Germain perceiving that Violence and In- 
Juſtice prevail'd in that Aſſembly, proteſted 


generouſly againſt their Proceedings and the 
wicked Edict, and declared he conſented heartily | 


to be thrown into the Sea like another Jonas, and 
only pray'd God, that his being ſacrificed might 
appeaſe the Tempeſt. After which he ſtripp'd 
himſelf. of his patriarchal Robe, which he left 
upon the Altar of his Church, and retired to a 
Houſe of his own in the Country, from whence 
he was ſoon after forced away by the Emperor's 
Guards, who after having loaded him with a 
thouſand Indignities, carried him into Baniſhment, 
where they ſtrangled him ſoon after being near 


an hundred Years old. The Life and Actions of 


this Apoſtolical Prelate proclaim his Character 
much louder than Words can do; and he is honoured 
by the Greek Church as a Martyr on the 12th of 

After this unjuſt and violent Proceeding the 
wicked Anaſtaſius would needs be inſtall'd with 
Ceremony in the patriarchal See. But he ſoon 
found with the utmoſt Hazard of his Life the 
Difference the People made between a Paſtor 
infinitely beloved by his Flock, and a Wolf, 
whom they had in Execration. For thoſe very 
Women, who had ſo couragiouſly oppoſed the 
Emgeror's Officers and Soldiers ſent to pull down 

rhe Image of Chriſt, that ſtood upon the Palace 


Gate, being apprized of what had happen'd to 5 


St. Cermain, and that the Apoſtate Anaſtaſius 
was going to invade the Throne, tranſported with 
an exceſſive Zeal, without conſidering the Dan- 
ger they expoſed: themſelves to, and the weakneſs 
of their Sex, ran tumultuouſly to the Church 
A ha 125 arm'd 
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arm'd with Stones, of which they diſcharg'd ſuch 
a Shower upon the falſe Patriarch, that the People 
about him, who were alſo thrown. at from all 
Sides, had no ſmall Difficulty to bring him off, 
and give him an Opportunity to make his Eſcape, 
as he did half dead with Fear, to the Emperor's 
Palace, whom he fill'd with ſo much Rage by 
Aggravating the Women's Inſolence, that he 
ſent. his Guards without Delay, who made a 
miſerable. Maſſacre of that unarm'd Multitude. 
In the mean Time the Pope, to whom the 
Intruder Anaſtaſius had according to Cuſtom ſent 
a ſynodical Letter to acquaint him with his Pro- 
motion, and demand his Communion, finding 
the Emperor not only perſiſting in his Hereſy 
after ſo many repeated Admonitions, but that 
over and above he had deprived of his See the 
Perſon, who had ſtood up with ſo much Steadineſs 
and Reſolution in Defence of the Catholick Faith, 
and put in his Place a wicked Wretch, whom 
it had coſt many Crimes to purchaſe the patriarchal 
See, ſent without Delay a Monitory to that In- 
truder, by which he declared him ſuſpended from 
all prieſtly, Functions, and threaten'd bim with 
Excommunication, unleſs he immediately ahjured 
his Hereſy ; as to the Emperor he wrote to him 
more preſſingly than ever exhorting him to re- 
nounce his Impiety. But Leo more harden'd than 
ever inſtead of liſtening to his wholeſome Advice 
became more wicked and furious than before 
and gave the finiſhing Stroke to his former Crimes 
by filling Conſtantinople with Sacrileges, Lamen- 
tations and Blood. For heorder'd all the Paintings 
in Churches to be entirely effaced, and the Walls 
to be new. whiten'd over, that no Marks of 
Painting ſhould appear. Then he publiſh'd an 
Order, by which he obliged all the be 
0 ; eſpecially 
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eſpicially thoſe who had the Care of Churches, 
to deliver upall their Images, and thoſe depoſitated 
with them to his Officers co purge, as he call'd it, 
in a Moment the Town by ſetting Fire to them 
all at Once. | rol ven ; 
This Order which cauſed an unfpeakable Con- 
ſternation among the Catholicks ; was executed 
with the utmoſt Rigour. Thoſe that made 
Reſiſtance, were beaten in a cruel Manner. Some 
were mafſacred, and ro ſtrike Terror into others, 
ſome were beheaded publickly, and ſeveral had 
fome Limb cut off, to terify the very ſtouteſt by 
the doleful * * of thoſe maĩm'd Wretches from 
poſing in Vain, what they could not hinder; 
ſo that theſe furious Inſtruments of the Emperor's 
mercelefs Impiety, having by theſe Barbarities 
put an End to all * on, made in the great 
lace of Conftantinople a large Pile of all the 
Images of Cbriſt, his Bleſſed Mother and Saints, 
and reduced them to Afhes in a Moment uttering 
2 thoufand Blaſphemies, whilſt the People lle | 
the Air with Lamentations, and call*d aloud to 
Heaven for Vengeance. bre e e 1 
Tbe Pope having received Intelligence of what 
had been tran at Conſtantinople, conchyded | 
the Emperor to be 8 46 a= and that it was 
now neceſſary to guard the Weſt from catching | 
the Infection of the Poiſon, which had ſpread | 
_ itfelf over all the Za. He therefore call'd a 
> tres of the neighbauring Biſhops, 5 which 
conoctaſm was condemn'd and the Cathofick | 
Faith relating to Images confirm'd. | The wicked 
Anaſftafius yas excommunicated as an Heretick, | 
and Ufurper of rhe Patriarchat See. Phe Em- 
ror's numberlefs deteſtable Crimes and mvincibte 
tingey were lie beforr ths Council, by whoſe | | 
Advice he was excommumcated as an.Heretick, 
4110 Hh 9 ; Or 
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or rather as a noted and incorrigible Hereſiarch. 
After which the Pope approving what he had till 
then endeayour'd to hinder, and the People had 
already done of their awn Accord by - withdraw- 


ing their Obedience, he farbad the Ramans and 
other Cities of /ialy to pay him any; Tribute. 
But Reflecting chat ſuch 2 vigorous Proceeding 
might at long Run occaſion the Ruin of Jlaiy, 
if not powerfully ſupported, he put it under the 
Protection of France à warlike and 1 
Kingdom at that Time, which ſecured it again 
all the Attempts of Leo, and put it effectually out 
of the Reach of his furious Revenge. 
I ſhall now give the Reader ſuch an Inſtance 
of the Baſeneſs.of this vile Emperor's Temper, 
as the very Refuſe of Jails would bluſh at. I 
mean, the Story of St. Jahn Dameſcee ſo call'd 
from the City of Damaſcus, where he was born, 
A famous City at that Time helonging to Heſiam 
the Saracen Calif of Syria, His Father, though 


2 Chriſtian, was fo. highly valucd-by the Calif 


for his known Probity and Conduct, that be en- 
truſted him with the chief Government of the City, 
and after his Death his Son Joba, who had 
inherited all the Virtues and Perfections of his 
Father, was in Reward of his own perfonal Me- 
rits taken by the Ca/if into his privy Council, made 
the principal Director of all his Affairs, and 
particularly the Government of Damaſcus. 

. *Twas about this Time that Zee was moſt 
intent upon, Eſtabliſhing bis Hereſy, and Perſe- 
cuting the Catholicks. But as this Saint was 
Perfectly well verſed in the Doctrines of the Ca» 
thalick, Church, and his Zeal was equal to his 
Knowledge, he wrote a great Number of learned 
Letters. wo his Friends to exhort them to a Steadi- 
nels.in the Catholick Faick: And though he could 
T2081 
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28 LEO 
not write to all, his Letters paſs'd from Hand 
to Hand, and wrought a wonderful Effect in 
Confirming ſome and Reclaiming others. 

Leo not being able to brook, that a Man of 
ſo high a Reputation in the Eaſt ſhould oppoſe 
him ſo openly, and attack him in the very Heart 
of the Empire, though he was not there in Perſon, 
had Recourſe to the blackeſt Forgery, that ever 
enter*d into the Thoughts of the moſt abandon'd 
Villain. For having found Means to get ſome 
of his Letters, he put them into the Hands of 
one ſo exquiſitely Skilful in counterfeiting Hands, 
that it was impoſſible to know the one from the 
other. Then he made his Artiſt write a Letter 
as from the Saint to Leo, wherein he exhorted 
him to march ſuddenly with his Army to Damaſcus, 
which he promiſed to deliver up into his Hands: 
Which Letter he ſeat immediately te the Calif 
with one of his own to inform him of the intend- 
ed Treaſon. The Calif gave immediately into 
the Snare; and though the Saint after having ſeen 
the Letter made a folemn Declaration of his 
Innocence, and only begg*d Time to diſcover to 
him the foul Artifice of Leo, he order'd imme- 
diately his right Hand to be cut off, and nail'd 
to a Gibbet to be ſeen by the whole Town. 
Leo was overjoy'd at the Succeſs of his Forgery, 
but his Joy was but ſhort-lived, and made ſoon 
after to turn to his Confuſion by the omnipotent 
Hand of God, who to vindicate the Innocence 
of his faithful Servant wrought a Wonder, where- 
of the whole Town of Damaſcus were Eye-wit- 
neſſes. For the Saint returning Home in the 
painful Condition cauſed by the Loſs of his Hand, 
and judging towards the Evening, that the 
Califf*s firſt Tranſport of Fury might be ſome- 
hat abated, ſent to him to beg humbly of him, 
Jon that 
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that he might have his Hand reſtored to him, 


which was eaſily granted; and then the Saint 
falling proſtrate before an Image of the Bleſſed 
Virgin, which he had in his Oratory, and Ap- 
plying the Hand to the Place, where it ought 
naturally to be, offer'd up to her a fervent Prayer 
to implore her powerful Interceſſion with her Son 
to have the Uſe of his Hand reſtored, which he 
always had employ'd and would always employ 
in Defence of their Honour attack'd in the ſa- 
crilegious Prophanation of their Images. Whilſt 


he was thus pouring forth his Soul in Prayer, he 


fell inſenſibly into a gentle Slumber, in which the 
Bleſſed Virgin appearing to him aſſured him his 
Requeſt was granted, as he effectually found it 
was upon his wakening, by Finding his Hand 
perfectly rejoin'd to his Wriſt : Only there ap- 
pear*d a ſmall Circle about it marking the Place, 
where it had been cut off. The whole Town 
ſoon had the News of this ſtupendious Miracle, 
and the Calif being told of it, was reſolved to 
be himſelf an Eye-witneſs of the Truth of it : 
As he wasin Effect : Upon which acknowledging 
the Injuſtice of his haſty Sentence expreſs'd his 
Deteſtation of the Emperor's infamous Forgery ; 
and for Reparation of Honour offer'd to reſtore 
the Saint to all his former Dignities : But he re- 
fuſed modeſtly the Acceptance of them being 
reſolved to ſpend the Remainder of his Days in 
Solitude; and thereupon having ſold his Eſtate, 
and diſtributed the Money partly amongſt the 
Poor and partly amongſt his Relations he retired 
to the famous Monaſtery of St. Sabas in Paleſtine, 
where he compoſed thoſe excellent Pieces relating 
to the Honour to be paid to Images againſt the 
Iconoclaſts: Which together with his other Writ- 
ings yet extant are an everlaſting Teſtimony of 
8 Ten the 
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the Truth of the Miracle I have related. For 
he could not write without a Hand; and I never 
heard it aſſerted, that he made Uſe of any other 
Hand than his own. | 

In the mean Time Lev's obdurate Heart was 
not at all molhfied by the Fame of this celebrated 
Miracle; with which the Saracem themſelves 


upon the News of the Revolt of ay; and 


whilſt he was preparing «d powerful Fleet to be | 
revenged of the Pope and Romans, continued 
Perſecuting moſt crnelly the Catholicks, that | 
were within the Reach: of his Fury. Sorife f 
were thrown into 
Dungeons, others ſent into Baniſhment, Where 
they ſuffer d a lingering Martyrdom. He had 
however the Mortification to be reproach'd to 
his Face with his Impiety by fome couragivus | 
Souls, who neither regarded his Edicts, nor feur d 
his Cruelty. One of theſe was the generous 


the moſt eminent Bi 


Solitary Theophilafius eſteem'd by the whole Eaſt 


for his Holineſs, who had the Boldneſs to call i 


him before x great Deal of Company a wicked 
Wretch, a Forerunner of Auricbriſt and a ſecond: 


Fndas: For which he had his Body torn with 


chips; and chus back'd in his own Blood was 
thrown: into a Priſon 3 where Leb finding this 
couragious Saint deſpiſe all his Threats of a vio- 
lent Death, unleſshe renounced Images, condemn'd' 
him like others to undergo a lingering Martyrdom 
in Baniſnment. 
But he durſt not treat in the ſame Manner 
John Biſhop of Polibore' a ſmall Town in Phrygia, 
who! came like the other ts repronch him to his 
Face. For here his Fear prevail'd over his Rage, 


becauſe: this holy Biſhop was ſo famed throughous 


alb the Eat fbr his Miracles, chat he had the Sir- 


were ſenſibly rouch'd, but became more furious | 
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name of Thaumatur gus given him. So that the 
Emperor knowing that Miracles coſt him nothing, 
and fearing — he Log vu Ay v4 which 
might prove fatal to him, judg'd ir fafeſt to per- 
ven the Philoſopher, and appear inſenſible of 
bis Reproaches. 

This was the State of Religion at Canſtami- 
vople, when the formidable Fleet prepared by 
Leo to invade [taly ſet Sail from thence under the 
Command of Mane the: moſt experienced of 
all his Officers: Which: having ſail'd along the 
Coaſt of Greece and Epirus enter d the Adriatick 
See, where they deſign'd to make a Deſcent in 
ſome: of the Parts: of the ancient Calabria then 
yet belonging to the Emperor. And here it 
was that God confounded, at one Blow without 
the Help of human Hands the Pride and Wicked- 


neſs of this Prince, whom he had reſolved to 


deprive: irrecoverably of the Empire of the Weſt. 
For the Wands and: Seas roſe in ſuch a furious 
Storm againſt this Fleet, which had the whole 
Strength of Gneere- on Board, that in the Space 
of a few Hours what with the Ships, that were 
ſwallow'd up by the Sea, and thoſe that were 
daſh'd to Pieces againſt the Coaſt, there ſcarce 
eſcaped: a; Ship to carry the News to Conſtuntinopie. 
This terrible Blow, which: ſeem'd to come 
immediately. from the: Hand of God, and ought 
therefore. ta; have. alarm'd: the Emperor into a 
Senſe: of. his Duty, was made Uſe of by him as 
an Qccaſian: to gratify his Avarice by Burdening 
his Subjects with new Taxes: under Pretence of 
Repairing the: Loſſes he had: ſuſtain'd, and the 
Carhohcks: of Conſtantinqtie were treated with 
more: Inhumanity than ever: Nay: with a. Bar- 
harity exccedibg; even that of the ancient Perſe- 
cutors; of -@hriſtianity.. Among a 
13:4 amous 
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famous Solitary Gregory the Limniote, who Had 
from his very Infancy to the Age of almoſt an 
Hundred practiſed all the moſt riged Exerciſes of 
a monaſtick Life upon Mount Olimpus in Aſia, 
fired with Zeal for the Catholick Faith, had 
quitted his Solitude to oppoſe the wicked Leo. 
That Tyrant not able to brook this generous 
chriſtian Liberty, after having cauſed him to be 
tortured with all the Cruelty his Rage ſuggeſted 
without Regard to his great Age, and that emi- 
nent Holineſs, which made him reſpected by all 
the World, he order'd both his Hands to be cut 
off, and his Head to be burnt with hot Plates 
of Iron, whilſt that admirable ſuperannuated 
Saint ſung the Praiſes of God to thank him for 
his having judg'd him worthy to die for the De- 
fence of his Faith. 

This heroick Conſtancy, which was follow*d 
by many others with an invincible Courage threw 
Leo into a raging Deſpair. But nothing mortify'd 
him more ſenſibly than to ſee the Catholick Truth 
triumph even in his own Palace without daring 
to take his Revenge of it. For he had made an 
Alliance with the King of the Avares; and for 
the cloſer Cementing of it, he had married his 
Son Copronymus to the King's Daughter, upon 
Condition that ſhe ſhould be baptized. For as 
he knew on the one Hand that a Pagan Princeſs 
would never be acknowledg'd Empreſs, ſo he 
doubted not on the other, but that Care would be 
taken to get her ſo well inſtructed in his Hereſy 
by - the falſe Patriarch, that ſeeing her. Father, 
Huſband, and principal Men of the Court all zeal- 
ous Jconoclaſts, ſhe would eaſily conform to their 
Religion. She was therefore baptized, and had 
the Name of Irene given her by Leo, ro ſignify 
that ſne was the Bond of Peace betwixt him _ 
cone her 
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het Father. But what human Prudence had be- 
gun upon the Con ſiderations of temporal Intereſt, 
was ſoon after rectified and perfected by the 
inward Operations of Grace, which, when God 
{rg can ef Stones make Children of Abraham. 

or this Princeſs, who had a great Soul, and 
penetrating Judgment, be ing ſoon och vinced, that 
She'ought not to be a Chriſtian meerly for Reaſons 


of; State, and the politick Views of her Father, 


reſolved to he throughly. inſtructed in all the My- 
ſteries of Chriſtian Religion; and the divine Grace 
enlightening her Underſtanding, and working 
[powerfully upon her Will by the ſame inſenſible 
Degrees as She advanced in the Reading and 
U ſtandinꝑg of holy Seriptures, which She got 
carefully explain'd' to her, not only embraced 
Chrſſtianity with her whole Heart, but embraced 
ivactiboing to the pure Doctrine of; the Catholick 
Church; ſo that She was ſo far from being an 
Jeouocluſi that She oppoſed her Father's Hereſy 
-withiall her Force, and always had it in Execrati- 
on to the extreme Mortifi cation of. Leo, who had 
inushin done allrhe could to corrupt her Faith; 
bur for Fear of Provoking che King her Father, 
who was at that Time a a powerfull Prince, not 
:daring to imake her. fer the Effects of his Reſent- 
ment, was forced to connive at and bear with 


the Piety of che religious Trene: Who continuing 


always ſteadfaſt in che Faich of the Church, 
triumphꝰ' d gloriouſly over the reigning Hereſy, in 


the very Face of che Court, ang Preſence, of both 


Emperor and Huſband. Peg ws 
But this was but the Beginnig of Leo's ; Dif- 
contents. For Almighty God, ho ſeem'd. reſolved 
to: puniſh this here ſiarch Emperor even in this 
World, viſited him with all the ordinary Scourges 
of his Juſtice; to wit, "_ Plague, and F _— 
he 
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The whole 8 Empire was towards the End 
of his Reign laid waft by an univerſal Famine, 
which was follow'd by a Plague, deſtroying num- 

berleſs Inhabitants hoth in the Cities and Country: 

and the Califf of Damaſcus abhoring the baſe 
Fiorgery of this Emperor in N to St. Jobn 
Damaſcene, broke the Peace with him, and ſent 
his two Sons Mauvias and Soliman againſt him, 
who made a dreadful Havock in the Provinces of 
Aſia. But whereas neither Plague, War, nor 
Famine wrought any Effect upon the harden'd 


Heart of this Prince, God ſent a fourth Scourge, 


which alone would have ſufficed to Shake at leaſt 
the moſt inflexible Obſtinacy, had not the Force 
of a long Reſiſtance of the divine Grace render's 
him at lengch utterly inſenſible. 

This fourth Scourge was a dreadful Earth quake 
which f1Pd' principally all Thrace and Bithynia 
with Deſolation and Ruine. It began at Conſtan- 
Tinople on a Wedneſday the 26th of Oaber abaut 
2 ht in the Morning, and was ſo violent chat in 

w Hours it chrew down ſeveral Churches, and 
he great Number of Houſes, under the Ruins 
-whereof a numberleſs Multitude of People were 
buried. It likewiſe threw down the Statues of 
Emperors, amongſt which was that of the great 
Theodoſſus placed upon the Gate, where the ſeven 
Towers now Are. he Walls of Coanſtantinople 
on the Land- ſide fell down, and there was ſcarce 
a Town in all Thrace, where there were not ſeveral 
Breaches made by it's violent Shocks. The Towns 
of Bithynia underwent the ſame Fate; Both 
Prenete and Nicomedia had a great Part of their 
Houſes deſtroy'd, and the Deſolation of Nices 
vas fo "ro chat Fs was hy one PLA let 
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How deplorable a Thing is a Man giyen up to 


a reprqbate Senſe! All the People plajnly ſaw 
the Hand of an angry God arm'd againſt them 
with all the foremention'd Scourges to revenge 
the Outrages committed againſt the Images of 
Cbhriſt and his bleſſed Mother, which had been 
thrown down to the Ground, and reduced to 
Aſhes. Les alone, the principal Perſon concern'd. 
ang who might have found the true Cauſe of theſe 
puhlick Diſaſters in his own Crimes, ſaw nothing 

a all this; but took once more the Adraange 
of theſe Calamities to Satjsfy his Avarice by Bur- 
dening his People with a new Tax to repair the 
Ruing occaſion'd by the Earthquake. But he 
enjoy'd nat long the Profit of it, For he died 
ſoon after of a Dropſy anda blogdy Flux: Two 
oppoſite Diſtempers ſuitable to his two principal 
Vices, Avarice and Cruelty, on the 25th of June. 
and in the 25th Year of his Reign during the 
horrible Earthquake, which ſtil] continued in 
Thrace and Bithynig, 

This was the End of this Monſter of a Man, 
call'd Leo the aurian: A Monſter of Qbſtinacy, 
Avarice, and Cruelty. But, what is ſcarce cre- 
dible, he left a greater Monſter than himſelt 
behind him, according to the ominous Prediction 
of the haly Patriarch St. Germain when he defiled 
his baptiſmal Font: To wit, his Son Copronymus * e 
Whe not having any one of his Father's good 
Qualities, ſurpaſt d him infinitely in all his bad 


ones. 
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Conſtantin Copronymus. 

| Onſieur Maimbourg gives this Deſcription 
of him. „ Yiz: That he was a Prince of 
* about: 22 Fears old, when his Father died, 
„ deform'd in his Perſon; and of a ruſtick, ſour, 
and ſavage Aſpect, betraying the irregularitjes 
of ea brutal Soul, deſtitute of all Humanity. 
*© That he was of a narrow Capacity, and Incli- 
nations prone to all Sorts of Vices. For beſides 
„ his Father's Hereſy he maintain'd all the Blaf- 
„ phemies of Photinus and Neforins againſt Feſus 
Cbriſt, and his Bleſfed Mother. That he de- 
filed himſelf from his very Youth with all Sort 
of Lewdneſs, and gave into all the moſt 
*« execrable Practices of Art- magick by the In- 
vocation of Devils, and Offering to them 
% Sacrifices, with the Blood whereof he annointed 
* himſelf to conjure up Spirits; and as if he had 
* relolved to renounce human Nature, and diveſt 
„ himſelf of the Quality of a Man to aſſume 
that of a© Beaſt, he came to that Exceſs of 
„ 'Brutality/withour Example, that he often took 
« 2 Pleaſure to cover himſelf over with Horſe- 
a Dank? and ' obliged” all that made Court to 
© him todo the ſame: Which beſides the infa- 
% mous Surname of Copronymus, got him alſo 
the Title of Cabellimis, by which he is known 
% jn Hiſtory, 5700000 Mir fo ee 
This is the Character Monſieur Maimbourz 
gives of Conſtantin Copronymus, whoſe firſt Action 
after his Father's Death was the Publiſhing of an 
Edict, which not only forbad the keeping of the 
Images of Saints, bur likewiſe their Invocation, 
and even their being honour'd with the Title of 
Saints. Nay he carried his Impiety till _ 
| For 
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For he order'd by that furious Edict, that where- 
ever any of their Relicks ſhould be found, they 
ſhould be thrown on the Ground, and ſpit upon. 
But he render'd himſelf chiefly remarkable in 
the Hatred he had conceived againſt the Bleſſed 
Virgin, whom he attack'd openly, though the 
imperial City, where ſhe was honour'd with a 
ſingular Devotion, had by the great Conſtantine 
been put under her peculiar Protection. For he 
forbad any Holidays to be kept in Honour of 
her, or Recourſe to be had to her Interceſſion, 
declaring that ſhe had no Power either in Hea- 
ven or on Earth. One Day even in the Preſence 
of the whole Court he took a Bag full of Gold, 
and aſk'd what it might be thought Worth ? 
Upon being anſwer'd, that it was moſt certainly 
worth a great Deal, he emptied it immediately, 
and ſhewing the empty Bag to the whole Compa- 
ny, .aſk'd them whether they thought it worth any 
Thing then ? And all Anſwering, as he could nor 
but foreſee, that it was worth Nothing: ell 
tben (ſaid the wicked Wretch) the Caſe is juſt the 
ſame with Mary, whom you ſtupidly FW. Wwith- 
out Senſe or Judgment. As long as fhe had Jeſus 
Chriſt in her Womb, ſbe deſerved lo be eſteem'd and 
honour*d more than other Women, but ſince his 
Birth, ſhe has been reduced to the Condition of ordi- 
nary Women, over whom ſhe has no Advantage. 
This was applauded by the Court Paraſites as 
a high ſtrain ot Wit. However this execrable 
Impiety joyn'd with the ſcandalous Vices of this 
brutal Emperor render'd him ſo odious to his 
Subjects, that there was a Conſpiracy form'd to 
deprive him of the Empire, which he diſhonour'd 
by his infamous Life, and beſtow it upon his 
Brother in Law Artabaſde, who was a zealous 
Catholick. The Deſign was carried on for a long 
2718211 D 3 Time 
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Time with great Succeſs, and Arta baſde mis 


effectually render'd Maſter of Conſtaminopie. But 
the Inconſtancy of Fortune ſoon after deprived 
him of it, and replaced Copronymus on the Throne. 
But what is here remarkable, as ſoon as Artabaſde 
was Maſter of Conſtantinople, the Patriarch Ana- 
ſtafius, who had no Religion but his Intereſt, and 
by a Miſtake believed that Copronymus had been 
kill'd in a Battle, was one of the firſt, that 
acknowledg'd Artabaſde for Emperor, perſonated 
the zealous Catholick, and declaim'd furiouſly 
againſt Copronymus, of whom he told the People 
m a publick Harangue, that having a Crucifix 
in his Hand, he had ſpoke to him theſe Blafphe- 
 mous Words, Believe not Patriarch, that he who 
?s the Son of Mary, and whom we call Chriſt, is 
the Son of God. He is no more than a Man like 
others, and his Mother calld Mary brought bim 
forth, as mine, who is alſo call'd Mary, brought me 

into the World. 
The Diſcovery of this Secret together with 
his hypocritical 'Temporrzing coſt him very dear 
not long after, For Copronymus had nv fooner 
recover'd: Conſtantinople, but he took a bloody 
Revenge of all that had fided with Artabaſde. 
A great Number of the fitſt Quality were maſ- 
ſacred: But many more had their Eyes pluek'd 
out, or their Hands and Feet cur off. The 
whole Town was deliver'd up to he plunder*d by 
the foreign Troops he had in his Army, who 
committed the greateſt Exceſſes of Cruelty and 
 Barbarity upon Perſons, that were utter Strangers 
to them: And whilft the Town was thus in che 
utinoft Miſery and Defolation, that mercileſs 
Emperor, to triumph as it were over the publick 
Calaurity order'd ſolemn Shews and Rejoycings 
in the gteut Cirole where al} the People wi 2 
0 Ss learts 
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Hearts oppre sd with Grief were obliged to put 
on a gay outſide as a Mark of their real inward 


o : | | 
J Wess here that Anaſtaſius the ſtate Weathercock 
in matters: of Religion, who had again profeſs'd 
himſelf an Iconoclaſt, was after a molt cruel Scourg- 
ing, naked and bloody as he was, ſet on an Afs 
with his Face turn'd to the Tail led round the 
great Place to be inſulted by the Populace, All 
which notwithſtanding Copronymus, who deſpair'd 
of finding a Man equally wicked and proper for 
his Purpoſe, raiſed him again from the Aſs to 
the patriarchal Throne, where he fully anſwer'd 
all the Ends of that wicked Emperor, who diſ- 
ſembled then for a Time to amuſe the Pope 
hoping by that Means to re-eſtabliſh his Authority 
in Italy. But finding that nothing was like to 
be gain'd that Way, he threw off the Maſk ſoon 
after, and became a more violent Perſecuter of 
the Church chan ever. But he was puniſh'd for 
it in a terrible Manner by Almighty God, who 
viſited him with a dreadful Plague, which begin- 
ning in the Extremities of Calabria and Cicily, 
and ſpreading itſelf over all Epirus and Greece, 
and the Iſlands. of the Egean Sea, like a violent 
Combuſtion, which the farther it goes becomes 


ſtill more violent, reach'd at length the imperial 


City, where for three Years together it cauſed 
an unſpeakable Deſolation z and it appear*d mani- 
feſtly by extraordinary Signs, that it came imme- 
diately from the Hand of God, who ſent his 
exterminating Angels to revenge the Sacrileges 
and Prophanations of the Jconoclafts, For the 
Cloaths of thoſe who were to be ſtruck wich it, 
ar'd mark'd with ſmall Croſſes, ſome of an 
Olive, ſome of a Skyblue Colour, who all died 
oft Inflammations, which like Fire conſumed 
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them in a few Days Time. In a® Word, this 


furious Plague became ſo violent in the Summer 


of the third Lear, that there remaining neither 
Place nor Perſons living to bury the Dead, the 
Town, which in Effect was hut a large burying 
Place fill'd with dead Carcaſſes, was gs 
abandon'd. 

But this terrible Scourge not etching the Em- 
peror's Perſon, ſoften'd not his Heart, but on 
the contrary, his particular Proſperity about the 
ſame Time harden'd it much more. For he had 
about that Time a' Son and Heir born, whom he 
call'd Leo from the Name of his Grandfather, 
and who was ſoon after crown'd Emperor by' the 
Patriarch Anaſtaſius, After which Renewing the 
War with the Saracens he gain'd great Advantages 
over them, and in Order to repeople Conſtantinople 
he tranſported thither the Inhabitants of the Cities 
of Armenia. who by their long Commerce with 
the Saracens were all become ſtanch Jconoclaſts. 
Nay to complete the Repeopling of the imperial 
City, he diſpeopled almoſt all the Towns of Greece 
and the Iſlands, whole principal Nobility he tranſ- 
ported thither : So that in a ſhort Time it appear*d 
to be in as rer a Condition as It was before 
the Plague. 

Being puff'd up with theſe Wen Succeſles, 
he caufed particular Aſſemblies to be held in the 
principal Cities in Order to difpoſe the Peoples 
Minds inſenſibly to receive the Decrees of the 
pretended” general Council he, deſigt'd to call at 
Confantinople for the Eſtabliſhment of his Hereſy. 
In Effect his Council was afſembled there the 
Year after, in which there appear'd three hundred 
and'thirty eight Keonvclaſt Biſhops. A monſtrous 
Thing if well, tenſider'd, that in leſs than: thirty 
Tes Time tuch®a' e .of Biſhops ſhould 
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apoſtatize from their Faith! But as no Man be- 
comes completely wicked on a ſudden, we may 
ſuppoſe without Danger of raſh Judgment, that 
there had been a general Corruption of Manners 
long before amongſt them, 'in Puniſhment whereof 
Almighty God 'withdrew from them his aſſiſting 
Graces, and abandon*d them to the Corruption 
of their Hearts. This is certain, that the firſt 
ſtep to Apoſtacy is for the moſt Part a Coldneſs 
in Devotion, and Neglect of ordinary Duries, 
which makes Men by Degrees loſe all Senſe of 
Religion, and then the firſt violent Temptation 
of temporal Intereſt proves generally roo hard 
for them. 

Bur be that as it will, this ſham- Council was 
firſt held in the Palace of Hiera beyond” the 
Buſpbhorus, in which Theodoſius the Biſhop of 
Epheſus and Paſtillas Biſhop of Perge in Pampbilia 
preſided, ' becauſe the falſe Patriarch Anaſtaſius 
died a feu Days before of that horrible Diſtemper, 
which makes Men void their Excrements at the 
Mouth, ſo that neither the Pope by his Legates, 
nor any of the four Greet Patriarchs were preſent 
at it till towards the latter End. For then to give 
a Luſtre to it from the ſacredneſs of the Place, 
Copronymus himſelf conducted it with great Pomp 
to the famous Church of our bleſſed Lady of 
Blaguernes, which he had prepared beforehand 
ſuitably \ to the Work that was to be perform'd 
in it. For whereas that famous Church was 
adorn'd' on both ſides with Images of *Moſaick 
Work curiouſly wrought, which therefore Leo 
himſelf had ſpared, he cauſed them all to be de- 
ſtroy*d,” though they repreſented the Myſteries 
of our Saviour's Life, and then having got the 
Walls plaſter'd anew, the Pictures of Landficips 
_ all TIN: of Birds were drawn upon _— 
19 An 
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And to render his Impiety complete, he order'd 
all the Relicks of Martyrs, which were honour'd 
in that Church, to be either burnt or thrown 
into the Sea. 5 a 
The Church being thus fitted for his Purpoſe, 
and the Biſhops having all taken their Places, the 
Emperor mounted a Tribune, which was on the 
left fide of the Altar without the Rails, and hav- 
ing there made a ſhort Diſcourſe to them upon 
the Point of Religion, which they were to re- 
form, he made a certain Monk call'd Conſtantine 
come to him, and ſhewing him to the Aſſemhly 
proclaim'd him Patriarch of Coxſtantinoplie. This 
was a wicked Wretch, who having formerly been 
Biſhop of a little Town in Pampbilia, had been 
driven out of it for the Scandals of his Life, 
But as he was extremely ſupple, and capable of 
the blackeſt Crimes, if they but contributed to 
omote his Fortune, he recommended himſelf 
3 effectually to the Emperor, who valued none 
but fuch as were Slaves to his Paſſions, that he 
was convinced, that he could not chuſe any one 
more proper to ſucceed the wicked AnaFaſins. 
He therefore declared him Patriarch without any 
other Ceremonies or Formalities ; that it might 
at leaſt be ſaid, that there was one Patriarch 
in his Council, in which he prefided after this. 
But, as the Decrees, which were to paſs, had 
deen all prepared beforehand in the Palace of 
Hieray they were ſoon dreſs'd up in the Form, 
in which they now appear in the 6th Seſſion of 
the 2d Council of Micra, where all the falſe 
Reaſonings of this ſham- Council, which aſſumes 
the Title of the 7th general Council are ſolidly 
confuted. However: the Devrees agaiaſt Images 
having paſs d without Contradiction, the Council 
was concluded with loud Aeclamations of the 
EAA ; Emperor's 
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Emperor's Praiſes, and Anathema's againſt the 
Advocates of Images, and principally che holy 
Patriarch St. Germain, and St. Jobn Damaſcene as 
che moſt zealous Promoters of Idolatry. 

A few Days after the Emperor reſolving to 
make all the Advantage poſſible of his Sham- 
council, cauſed the People to be aſſembled in 
the imperial Place; whither he came in Ceremo- 
ny accompany'd by the new Patriarch, and all 
the other Biſhops. Here it was tha: the Decrees 
of his Council were publiſt'd, and the Anathetna's 
againſt the aboveſaid Saints renew'd. After which 
the Biſhops having made the People hold up 
their Hands cry*d out all together, that the World 
was now purged of Idolatty z then bringing 
forth a Croſs, the new Teftament, and the Sa- 
ctatrient of Chriſt's Body and Blood, commanded 
the People to ſwear by thoſe ſacred Things, that 
from thehee forward they would look upon all 
Images as Idols, and thoſe who hotiout'd them 
as Idolatets, particularly the Monks, whom Co- 
pronymus hated mortally ; becauſe they were al- 
— the only, that oppoſed openly the Impiety 
of the Tconoclaſts. 

But what is here extremely ſurprizing, theſe 
very Jeonoclaſts, who hated Images, feverenced 
the Croſs; to which in this Occa ſioſ they pay'd 
ſo great an Honour, that they obliged the Peo- 
ple to fwear by it joyntly with the Holy Sacta- 
ment; not ſeeing that they gave a mortal Wound 
to their own Cauſe by fo palpable a Contradicti- 
on; and that the fame Reaſon, which obliged 
them to honour a Piece of Wood, Gold, or 
Silver on Account of the Relation it had to Jeſus 
Chriſt erueify*'d, obliged them much more to 
honour his Image, which repreſented his "or 
Peffon immediate, as moſt certainly a C 


does 


does not. But Truth alone canibe always uni- 
form and conſiſtent with. itſelf; whereas Contra- | 
dictions are the natural Fruit of Lies and Errors. | 
But be this as it will, the Monks, as I have | 
ſaid, were the principal Objects of Copronymas's 
Hatred, and driven away where- ever they were 
like ſo many wild Beaſts : So that great Numhers 
of theſe holy Religious, to ſcreen; themſelves from 
the Fury of his Perſecution fled for Sanctuary 
to Rome, where they had Monaſteries given them, 
and the Liberty of performing the divine Office 
according to the Practice of the oriental Church, 
There were however two eminent Solitaries, on 
whom this cruel Tyrant had the Pleaſure to 
diſcharge his whole Fury. The firſt of theſe was 
one Andrew, ſurnamed the Calybite, becauſe he 
had paſs'd his whole Life in a poor ſolitary Hut 
in the very Heart of a hideous Deſart, which he 
quitted during this cruel Perſecution to encourage 
by his Exhortations the. Catholicks of Conſtanti- 
nople, where he was alſo, lodg'd in a little Hut; 
whence after he had ſtrengthen'd himſelf by 
Prayer in the Night, he came forth in the Morn- 
ing, and paſſing from Street to Street and from 
Houſe to Houle, he every were. inſtructed and 
exhorted the People. One Day, even whilſt the 
Emperor was cauſing ſome holy Martyrs to be 
tormented in his Preſence, ; he had the Courage 
to break through the Preſs, and force his Way 
through the Guards to the Emperor's Seat, and 
there reproach him with his Wickedneſß and 
Cruelty, in Terms, which ſhew'd that his Heart 
was above the Terrors of Forments and Death. 
In Effect, the Emperor not able to bear this 
generous Boldneſs contepted himſelf however at 
rſt. to give him up to the Diſgretion of his Guards, 
ho having thrown him down, trampled N ' 
| | im, 
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him, and abufed and beat him without Mercy 
in the Preſence of the Emperor, who ibi 
to find him then more tractable took him out 
of the Hands of his Guards. But ſeeing that 
with all his Efforts of Promiſes, Threats, or even 
Torments, which he cauſed frequently to be re- 
peated, this admirable Solitary ſpoke always with 
greater Vehemence and Freedom, than before 
in Defence of the Catholick Faith, and inveightd 
with greater Force againſt his Hereſy,” he order'd 
him to he torn with Whips ſo inhumanly, that 
he died upon tlie Spot with the Loſs of Blood 
and Violence of the Pain. 

But the Treatment of another * Solitary 
has ſomething in it ſo barbarous and malicious as 
is without Example. This admirable Servant of 
God was the famous S. Sepben the Younger ; who 
had lead a moſt holy Life for many Tears in 
Bithynia upon the Mountain of St. Auxence; at 
the Bottom whereof he had built two large Mona- 
ſter iss che one for len, and the other for Women. 
Copronymus, who defired paſſionately to draw a 
Put ſon of ſo high a Reputation into his Intereſt, 
ſent to him the Patrice Calliſtus the moſt eloquent 
and crafty Man of his Court, but at the fame 
Time the moſt malicious, and: moſt:Naviſhly de- 
voted to all the Paſſions of his Maſter. This 
Man did all he could, but in vain, to induce the 
Sainteto a Compliance. Wherefore to ſatisfy the 
Empeton ſome other Way, having promiſed at 
leaſt to blaſt his Reputation, if he could not 
overcome his Conſtancy, he ſuborn'd falſe: Wit- 
neſſes, and amongſt others one of the Saints own 
Diſciples, who was the Servant of a Widow of 
Quality, call'd Anne, a Religious in one of his 
Monaſteries, who by his pious Exhortations had 
retired thither to ſpend the Reſt of her Days in 
> 1! ? Solitude. 
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Solitude. Theſe falſe Witneſſes depoſed, that 
this Lady having been debauch'd by the Hypa- 


crite Stephen, who cover'd his Crimes with an 


outward A rance of Halineſs, had embraced 
that State of Life for no other End than to have 
an uncontrolable Liberty to gratify his brutal 
Paſſion. But the invincible Conſtancy of that 


chaſte and generous Lady in vindicating the Saint's 
and her own Innocence even on the Rack, and 
amidſt Torments, by the Violence whereof ſhe 
_ was a Teſtimony far outweighing that of 

eir 


perjured Accuſers ; and Almighty God ren- 
der*d it ſoon after more conſpicuous by the extraor- 
dinary Judgment, which befel the wicked Servant, 
that had falſeſly accuſed her Miſtreſs. . For being 
ht to Bed of two Twins, whom ſhe had 
by the Huſband, that had been given her as a 
Reward of her Perjury ; the Infants were ſeized 
in an Inſtant with a Sort of Rage, as if they bad 
been poſſeis d by ſome Devil, and-faſten'd upon 
bath her Breaſts with that extreme Fury, that 
no Force could make them quit their Hold; 
but chey were torn off from her Breaſts in ſuch 
& violent Manner, that both they and their Mo- 
ther diod in the Operation. v; 
Aſter which, as the Saint had received into 
his Monaſtery one of the Court, whom the Em- 
ror had got, by a baſe Artifice to demand. the 
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receiving of any Novices, made this a Pretence 
to be revenged of St. Stephen and his Monks, 
vhom he drove all out of their Monaſtery,” and 
having ſet Fire to it, he cauſed the Saint to be 
removed to Chryſapolit, where he defended with 
an extraordinary Force the Honour to be pay d 
to Images, in a Conference he had thore wich 
the chicf Bifhaps of the Sam- council of 'Cox- 
55911102 ſtantinople, 
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Habit, this Prince who by an Edict had forbid the 
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Hantiuople, the Nullity whereof he demonſtrated 


from all the Heads, that can render it evident: 
After which he was baniſh'd to the Iſle of Pro- 
pontis. But the Emperor being inform'd that 
all che Monks of the Mountain of St. Auxeuce 
had follow'd him thither, and that like another 
Stylites he ſtood there upon @ Pillar, and work'd 
numberleſs Miracles by means of the Images of 
Feſus Chrift and his Bleſſed Mother, he order'd 
him to be brought up to Conſtantinople, where in 
the Preſence of the Emperor and the whole Court 
he did a memorable Thing to convince the [co- 
xoclaſts in a ſenſidle Manner of their Impiety. 
For Percent, that the Emperor, who would 
needs act the Divine, underſtood nothing of the 
Force of his Anſwers, he took a Piece of Silver, 
which had che Emperor's Head ſtamp'd upon it, 
and ſhewing jt to the Company, he aſk'd them, 
Whether if any one ſhould trample or ſpit upon 
it, it would not be look'd upon as an Affront 
to the Emperor, that would deſerve to be ſe- 
verely puniſh'd ? They all anſwer'd chat it would. 
Well then, ſaid he o the Emperor, yau judge 
it to be 4 Crime to ſhew a Diſreſpect to your 
Image ingra ven on a Piece of Silver, becauſe ic 
reflects; uon your. Perſon, which is repreſented 
by it, and yet you do not eſteem it one to break, 
trample upon, throw into the Fire, and diſho- 
nour a thouſand Ways the Image of che Saviour 
of the World, though we honqur no more the 
Matter upon which it is ingraven, than the Gold 
or Silver, which has -your Image upon it 3 but 
all che Honour we pay to it terminates wholly 
in us Cbriß, who is repreſented by it. Then 
48 the. Tranſport of has Zeal, to be admired 
rather than imitated, he [threw the Piece of 
Silver on che Ground and trampled upon it to 
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render the Tronoclaſts ſenſible, that if according 
to their Principles it was no Outrage to Feſt 
Chriſt to abuſe his Image, the ſame might be 
done without Offence to that of the Emperor. But 
Prejudice and Paſſion not ſuffering thoſe, who were 
Pore to reliſh ſuch -juſt Reaſoning, they fell 
oul-upon' him, and were going to throw him im- 
mediately into the Sea, had not the Emperor, who 
reſerved him for a longer and more cruel Mar- 
tyrdom; order'd him to be loaden with Irons, 
and thrown into the common Jail, where there 
were already three hundred and forty two Monks 
bearing the glorious Marks of their generous 
Confeſſions in the Wounds they ger received for 
the Defence of their Faith. a 
In fine, Copronymus not able "7 bein, ent this 
Sa int ſhould triumph over him even in his Priſon, 
which hie had converted i into a kind of Monaſtery, 
where: the Praiſes of God were ſung Day and 
Night, gave him op to the Diſeretion of his 
Soldiers, who to pleaſe their Maſter;dragg'd his 
ich ſuch Barbarity through che Streers of 
Conſtantinopie, that it was all wire to Pieces, and 
then thrown into the: Pelagium, where) the Bodies 
of condemm'd Malefactöfs were uſually! thrown 
and left unburied, fo.eailtd from the Riins'of a 
Churtk formerly dedicated? to be Marty St. 
- Pdlagiuky: which Cnνοaiae detmoliſt'd,. and 
converted to that prophane/iand infamous U ſe. 
The Hatred bel bore to the Monks was ſuch, 
Adee Day having order'd publiek Shews in 
the great Place —— he · cauſed a 
Monk's:Hadit to be brought thither and expoſed 


to the Laughter of the Spectators by the. Come 


dians; who made a thouſand ridiculous +] — 0a 

it. Alter- which all ſuch Monks as could 

u in their Monaſteries were _ 
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Copronymus. 
pell'd to come to thither, and walk ſeveral Times 


round the Place, each of them leading a publick 


Proſtitute by the Hand, and expoſed to the In- 
ſolence of the Populace, who, to pleaſe the 
Emperor 3 with that brutal Diverſion 
ſpit in their Faces, and utter'd a thouſand Ob- 
ſcenities mix'd with the moſt injurious Reflections 
upon their State of Life. But what was the ve- 
ry Height of Barbarity, he commanded to be 
brought thither about twenty of the moſt conſi- 
derable Perſons of the Court, whom his Emiſſa- 
ries ſuborn'd by himſelf for that Purpoſe had ac- 
cuſed of a Conſpiracy againſt him, though their 
only real Crime was their extraordinary Merit, 
and eminent Qualifications both of Mind and 
Body, which that Prince, the profeſs'd Enemy 
of all Virtue, could not bear : But above all be- 
cauſe they were zealous Catholicks, and had even 
publickly extoll'd the heroick Conſtancy and 
Courage of the holy Solitary Stephen, whom they 
had often viſited in Priſon. Theſe therefore he 
commanded to be inſulted in the moſt outragious 
Manner by the Populace, whilſt they croſs'd the 
great Place loaden with Irons. After which he 
condemn'd ſome of them to loſe their Heads, o- 
thers their Eyes, and others again to be baniſh'd 
to the moſt hideous Places; whither over and a- 
bove he ſent his Executioners from Time to Time 
with Orders to give each of them a hundred 
Laſhes to be laid on with a leathern Thong. 

In a Word, there is no Sort of Cruelty, which 
he did not put in Practice againſt Biſhops, Prieſts, 
Monks, and Perſons of all States and Conditions, 
who refuſed to ſubmit blindly to his Will. For. 
being not. yet ſatisfied with what his Sham-coun- 
cil had decided againſt Images, he aſſumed an 
Authority derogatory to it's Deciſions in Refe- 
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rence to other Articles, to forbid under Pain of 
Baniſhment beſides corporal Puniſhments the In- 
vocation bf the bleſſed Virgin and the Saints, 
whoſe Relicks he order q to be ſearch'd for every 
where in order to abohiſh the very Remembrance 
of them. He even order'd ro be thrown into 
the Sea the Shrine of the illuſtrious Martyr Sr. 


Euphemia Whoſe Body, which is honour'd in the 


great Church of Calcedon, diſtils a ſort of Balſam, 
as is viſible to all the World, which the Faithful 

ather with great Devotion, and keep in all the 

aſt as a mol valuable Treaſure. But the Good- 
neſs of God, who had beſtow'd it upon his People, 
was more powerful in the Preſervation than the 
Emperor's Malice in the Deſtruction of it. For 
the Winds aud Seas, which obey their Creator, 
brought it according to the Diſpoſition of Pro- 
vidence to the Hland of Lemnos, where the Faith- 
ful, who took it up, kept it conceal'd, till Con- 


antin and Irene order'd it to be brought back 


to Calcedon, after having rebleſs'd the Church, 
which Copronymus had order'd to be fill'd with 
Dung. 

Fo tbe mean Time this wicked Prince after 
ſo many horrible Effects of his barbarous Cruelty, 
chought he had not done enough, unleſs he allo 
took Precautions againft the Time to come, ſo 
as ro make fare of every Body, and render his 
Wickednefs, if E everlaſting. For this 
End he obliged afl his Subjects to fwear publickly 


before a Magiſtrate, that they world never pay 


any Honour to the Images of Feſirs Cbriſt, or his 
bleffed Mother, much leſs to thoſe of the Saints: 
which encreaſed in a very fhort Time the Num- 
ber of Martyrs by the Deaths of numberteſs 
Perſons of afl Conditions, 'even Soldiers, who 
refuſed to take that Oath, or were accufed of 
et, ns having 
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Copronyitus, 51 
having Images by them. He did ſtill mote; 
for one Day when the great Church was full of 
People, he order'd his Patriarch Conſtantin to go 
up to the Pulpit, and there ſwear by the ſacred 
Wood of the Croſs, that he never would be a 
Worſhipper of Images. One would think there 
was no great Occaſion to demand this Oath of a 
Perſon, who had his whole Dependence on the 
Emperor's Favour, and was entirely devoted to 
his Will. But he had two Reafons to do it: 
Firſt, becauſe he was extremely mortified to ſee, 
that the three ancient Patriarchs of Alexandria, 
Antioth, and Feruſalem were declared Enemies 
to Iconocluſin, and therefore thought it expedient 
to have it publiſh'd in this pompous Manner, 
that the Patriarch of Conflantinople was at leaſt 
on his Side. 

But he had another Reaſon, which he took 
more to Heart, viz: Becauſe the Parriarch Con- 
ſtantin, as wicked a Man as he was, had render'd 
himſelf ſuſpected to him by Oppoſing an execrable 
Deſign, which he had ventured to propoſe to 
him. For he imagined that this ambitious Monk, 
who had ſold his Soul and Religion to him for a 
Biſhoptick, would refuſe him nothing. And 
therefore, as he was one Day with him alone, 
he ſpoke thus to him, What Harm would it be, 
Patriarch, if we ſhould ſay no more, that Mary is 
the Mother of God, but only the Mother of Chriſt ? 
For this unhappy Prmce, who in his Heart was 
what the Socinians are now, and believed not the 
Divinity of Jeu Chriſt, deſign'd to eſtabliſh 
by infenfible Degrees that impious Doctrine. 


owever the Parriarch was ſtartled at it, and 
anſwer'd, how can you entertain, Sir, ſuch a 
Thought in your Mind! Don't you reflect how odious 
the Name of Neftorious is even now to the whole 
vl E 2 Church 


82 4 Conſtantin 
Church for maintaining that Dofrine ? The Em- 
peror pieck'd to the Heart for having made this 
bold Step without Succeſs, conceal'd his Reſent- 
ment, and. anſwer'd him coldly, why don't you 
fee, Sir, that I] put the Queſtion io you only for my 
own Inſtruction? Say no more of it then, and take 
Care you never ſpeak of it to any one whatſoever. 
But nothing is more dangerous than to be let into 
'the Secret of a wicked Prince, who can. when 
he pleaſes rid his Hands of a Witneſs, who refuſes 
to become an Accomplice of a Crime, which 
he may diſcover fome Time or other. After 
that the Emperor had always a Jealouſy of his 
Patriarch, and fearing leaſt he might one Day 


differ alſo from him in the Article of Images, 


thought it neceſſary to tie him down by that 
Oath, which he obliged him to take in ſuch a 
ſolemn Manner. However he fell ſoon after into 
Diſgrace by the Accuſation of falſe Witneſles 
ſuborn'd by the Emperor himſelf, who was reſolved 
not to let a Man live, of whom he ſtood in Awe, 
and who therefore after having firſt fuffer'd all 
Sorts of Indignities, had his Head cut off ſoon 
after. 

Whilſt Conſtantinople was thus wallowing in 
Blood, the Emperor ſent a ſolemn Embaſſy to 
Pepin King of France with a double Commiſſion 
firft, to demand King Pepin's Daughter for his 
Son Leo, which proved unſucceſsful, and 240), 
to have a publick Conference with the Biſhops 
of France upon the Article of Images. His 
Embaſſadors were ſix of the chief Nobility, with 
whom there came ſeveral of his moſt Jearned 
Iconoclaſt Biſhops and Doctors, who were to enter 
the Liſt againſt the Catholick Prelates, 

This Conference, which in Reality was a Synod, 
was held with all Solemnity poſſible at Gentilly a 
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royal Country Seat within a ſmall League of 
Paris. The greateſt Part of the French Biſhops 
were preſent at it, and the Pope, whoſe ſupreme 
Authority was then acknowledg'd by the Eaſtern 
as well as Weſtern Church preſided at it by his 
Legates, who were ſix in Number. The ſix 


imperial Embaſſadors were alſo preſent at it with 


their Biſnops; and the King himſelf to give a 
greater Luſtre and Authority to it, and ſee good 
Order obſerved was preſent in Perſon attended 
by the chief Nobility. The Subject of Images 
was there uiſcuſs'd with great Exactneſs: And 
though, as Monſieur Maimbourg obſerves, ſome 
modern Hiſtorians pretend that the Queſtion was 


left undecided (befides that this is a "Thing with- 


out Example, there being no Inſtance of a Council 
expreſsly call'd for the Determination of any 
diſputed doctrinal Point, which broke up without 
Concluding any Thing) it appears 7 —— from 
two unqueſtionable Facts, that the Deciſion was 
in Favour of the Catholick Doctrine, firſt, Becauſe 
the King himſelf, who was preſent at the Synod, 
as has been ſaid, charg'd the Embaſſadors of the 
Emperor to exhort him in his Name to renounce 
his Error, and embrace from thenceforward the 
Catholick Faith: And 24fy, Becauſe twelve of 
thoſe very Biſhops, who had been at the Synod 
of Gentilly were lent two Years after as Repre- 
ſentatives of the Gallican Church to a Council 
held at Rome, where they appear'd the moſt 
zealous Advocates for holy Images, and anathema- 
tized the Sham-council of Conſtantinople, which 
without all Diſpute they did with a Regard to 
what had been before decided at Gentilly. 

It was not however the only Vexation Copronymus 
had to ſee his ſolemn Embaſſy come off with 
Diſhonour, For it was about the very ſame Time 

ihe; 4 E 3 that 
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that the three Eaſtern Patriarchs of Alexandria, 
Antioch, and Feruſalem aſſembled a Couneil at 
Je, where after having condemn'd the 
ereſy of the Tconoclaſts, they ſent a moſt ex- 
cellent Synodocal Letter to the Pope, wherein 
they declared their Faith concerning Images to 
be entirely conformable to that of the Weſtern 
Church, OWE 
As to the Council held at Rome, as ſoon as the 
, abovementian'd twelve French Biſhops arrived 
there with thoſe of Italy, it was aſſembled jn the 
= - great Lateran Church, where the Queſtion concern- 
4 S . . 
l ing Images was taken under Examination. The 
k Pope, who was a very learned Man, after having 
f Eee a great many Teſtimonies bath of 
criptures and Fathers to prove, that nothing 
but the keeping or Worſhipping /gols was forbid 
by the ſecond Commandment, made it appear 
from an uninterrupted Tradition, which he traced 
up to the very Apoſtles, that honouring the 
Images of Chriſt and his Saints had been practiſed 
in all Ages fince the firſt Eſtabliſhment ef Chri- 
ſtianity. Then the Synodical Letter of the three 
£aſtern Patriarchs was read, which gontain'd in 
Subſtance the ſame Arguments, which the Pape, 
had urged. Sergius Archbiſhop of Naveuna 
among other Paſſages taken from the Fathers laid 
a particular Streſs upon that of St. Ambroſe Epilt. 
33. Where he relates, that when the two holy 
Martyrs Gervaſius and Prataſius a3ppear'd to him 
the third Time, he ſaw with them à venerable 
Man, whom he took for St. Paul tram the per- 
ſect Reſemblance he had of the Pictures he had 
ſeen of thar Saint: Which he infifted upon as 2 
Proat chat the Expoſing of the Images and Pictures 
of Saints in Churches was a Practice of great 
Antiquity, as does likewiſe St. Xebn Demaſtore 


Beſides 


_ Secundiuus, wherein 


wrqte an exce 
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Beſides many athers, wha quated the Name 


was one of the twelve 
St. Gregory's Letter 
having ag vine him 
that he ſent him the Pitures of 7e Christ, his 
hleſſrd d Mather, and the Apoſtles St. . — and St. 
Paul, he tells him, that we da not praſtrate 
gurſelves befqre the Picture af our Saviaur as hefote 
a Divipity, but that hy that Actiqn we adore 
hs * . is repreſented hy it. 
Ward the Hongyr paid 5g Images thus 
— 5 was ſa ſplidly eſtabliſg'd trqm number- 
lefs Teſtimonies af Fathers produced hy the French 
Bil „that the Sham-cguncil of Conſtantinople, 
and all the Advocates of Icaxacla/m were anathe- 
— 1 After which the Pape and all the Fathers 
of the Counci] ſolſow'd by the People the Senate 
and Clergy went barefagted in à ſolemn Proceflian 
to St. Peter's Church, where alter that the Secre- 
tary Leaxtius had read with a loud. Voice the 
Deerees and Canqus of the Council, the Biſhops 
of the bite Fareſt, Porto, Albano and 7iuoli 
pronounced Sentence of Excammunication againſt 
all ſuch as ſhoyld dare to infringe, or derogate 
from the Decrees gf the Cayncil. 
Things being thus happily PER the Pope 
ont Letter to the Emperor to in- 
form him of the perfect Harmony there was 
between the Biſhops of Haly and France upon the 
Subject of Images, and to exhort him in the moſt 
preſſiug Manner to reunite himſelf to the Catholick 
Church. But this unhappy Prince, who reſented 
highly the bad Syccels of Te Negotiations of his 
Emhaffadors in France, became (till more enraged 
againſt the Catholicks, whom he perſecuted with 
the utmoſt — 75 But he diſcharged his Fury 
peisciga uο Nen W 8ng Holitaries, whom be 
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56 Conſtantin. 
hated mortally, becauſe they always oppoſed him 
wit an invincible Courage. He cauſed the 
venerable Peter, who was become an Imitator of 
the famous Daniel and Simeon Stylites to be thrown 
down from his Pillar; and being inform'd that 
he was not dead of his Fall, he order'd him to 
be dragg'd by a Rope tied to his Feet through 
all the Streets of Conſtantinople, till being quite 
torn to Pieces, his Body was thrown into the 
Pelagium. Great Numbers were put to ſeveral 
cruel Deaths by the faithful Executioners of his 
barbarous Orders, whom he took Care to reward 
for this agreeable Piece of Service. For after 
having demoliſh'd a great Number of Monaſte- 
ries both of Men and Women, he left ſtanding 
ſome of the principal ones, which he abandon'd 
to the Diſcretion of thoſe barbarous Wretches, 
who committed an infinite Number of Sacrileges 
to ſatisfy their Avarice. 

But among all the Monks, who were the Ob- 
Jets of his Hatred, he had an Eye particularly 
on thoſe, who had formerly been the Companions 
and Witneſſes of his abominable Debaucheries, 
and had retired to Monaſteries to expiate the Diſ- 
orders of their Lives paſt by worthy Fruits of 
Penance. For he gave no Quarter to any one of 
theſe, nor even to their Confeſſors, whom he 
cauſed all to be maſſacred, to deliver himſelf from 
the troubleſome Thought that his Crimes were 
known by any but ſuch as continued to be Ac- 
complices with him. They were ſurely of the 
very blackeſt Die, when Copronymus was aſhamed 
to have them known but by Perſons as wicked as 
himſelf, He continued however in the Practice 
of them, and came to that Degree of Impiety, 
chat if any of his Accomplices ſhould happen by 
Chance and without Reflection to let drop ſome 
* ON pious 


ccc (( cc 


. 


D Ca co coo cc . al.D> > Qui cc a 


a& a a = a ic wo oc 


Q v ww | = Mis {2 ww (5 I =& ww of © My 5 w= 


/ 
8 
f 
f 
e 
1 
e 
2 
1 
8 
e 
ſ 
> 
5 


Copronymus. 57 
pious Word, whereof they had formerly con- 
tracted a Habit, they were immediately diſgraced, 
and ſome even put to Death as for ſome hainous 
Crime. But becauſe he could not be himſelf eve- 

where to exerciſe his Cruelty as at Conſtaxli- 
nople, he had placed choice Men for Governors 
in the Provinces, whoſe Barbarity he was ſecure 
of, and who he knew would, to pleaſe him, even 
go beyond his Orders, as many of them did in 
Effect; for which they were careſs'd and re- 
warded. a 

*T was about this Time that he married his Son 
Leo to a noble Lady of Athens, call'd Irene, whoſe 
Wir and Beauty without any Advantage of For- 
tune were the only Recommendations, that raiſed 


her to that high Dignity. She was moſt certainly 


a Catholick in her Heart, But as ſelf-love makes 
Perſons eaſily believe any Thing, that flatters 
their Paſſions, and as ſhe was not too well ground- 
ed in the Principles of ſolid Chriſtian Virtue, as 
will appear hereafter from her Conduct, ſhe per- 
ſuaced herſelf that ſhe might diſſemble her Reli- 
gion for a Time, to become capable of ſerving 
the Church to a greater Advantage by a more 
ſeaſonable Declaration of it afterwards. So that 
ſhe not only profeſs*d herſelf an Iconoclaſt, but 


ſwore by all that's ſacred, that ſhe always would 


be ſo. 

The Marriage was celebrated with great Pomp 
and Rejoycings : But they were ſoon after turn'd 
into Blood and Tears by the Loſs of ſeveral con- 
ſideral Battels againſt the Saracens and Bulgarians, 
and the utter Deſtruction of a powerful Fleet, 
which the Emperor had ſent to be revenged of 
them. Theſe Misfortunes threw him into a moſt vi- 
olent Paſſion, which together with an over earneſt 
Application tothe Preparations for a War againſt 

| the 


the enſuing Year, heated his Blood ſo, that he 
faund himſelf ſeiz'd on a ſudden with a Piſtemper, 
which threw him into a burning Fever attended 
with ſuch (Fare Inflammation; 85 his Legs and 
Thighs, chat be cry'd aut ane Day, that he was 
already burning jn the Flames of Hall in Puniſh- 
ment of his having blaſphemed againſt the Mo- 
ther af God, Bur coming ſoon after to a more calm 
Temper, he deſired thoſe that were about him 
and even commanded them to let all the World 
know, that it was his laſt Will, that without ha- 
. bee to what be had acted againſt the 
irgin, ſhe ſhould frqm thence forward 
— 3 ace haut the whale Empire as the 
Mother af God, Then praying for the Peaple, 
the Senate, his Son Leo, and the Preſer vation of 
the Church of Canſtantinaple, be ga va up the Ghoſt 
on the 14th of . An. 775, God anly 
knaws whether his R Fee was ſincere. But 
it looks very much like that of the wicked Au- 
tiac bus, of whom we are aflured by the Ward of 
God itſelf, that he pray'd God, of whom he was 
nat to obtain Mercy. 
Thus far is certain, that of all Chriſtian Princes 
we read of in Hiſtory he was the maſt wicked 
and brutal. For he render'd himſelf guilty of all 
Sorts of Crimes and Abominations without ever 
giving the leaſt Mark of any Virtue to coynter- 
ce them. And though we be not And 
ta diye into the Depth either of God's Jus 
or Mercies, which: are vnſcarchable, yet leay — 
x9 God what, ucene ber auen us, ws may judge 
fram 1 we know far certain, that the Death 
of this F N wha 1 a fen Mowers — 
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Copronymus. 59 
Memory has ever been held in Exeeration by all 
Mankind, and that the Greats thamſelves ſpeak 
always of him as of a Monſter or wild Beaſt, an 
Antichrif and Devil incarnate, Nay as ſaon as 
the Hereſy of Icanoolaſts was entirely aboliſh'd by 
the Empreſs Theodorg, and hor Son Mithas!, this 

rar cauſed his Body, which was huried in 
the Church of the Apoſtles, to be taken up, and 
burot publickly in the great Place of Conftanii- 
naple. 


Leo the Sou of Copronymus. 


FTER the Death of Copronymas his San 

Lea, who was twenty ſix Years old took 
at firſt a very different Courſe from that of his 
Father. For, though he was a ſtanch Icanoclaſt. 
as we ſhall ſee immediately, he difſembled at firſt 
vpen publick Motives. For, beſides that he far- 
bore perſecuting the Cathalicks, he affected to 
ſhew a ſingular Devotion ta the Bleſſed Virgin, 
8nd permitted thoſe Religious, wham his Father 
had baniſh'd, or had hid themſelves in the Deſert, 
to return back to their Monaſteries, He even ex- 
preſs'd a particular Eſteem and Affection for 
them, and choſe the. maſt celebrated amongſt 
them ta fill the vacant metropolitan Sees. But 
this Calm was ſoan after follow'd by a violent 
Storm on this Qceaſian. Thaugh he had not ſuf. 
ter'd the Catholicks ta be perſecuted, whilſt he 
continued in his Diſſimulation, he had not how- 
ever permitted the Images, his Father had pull'd 
downs, to bo re-eſtabliſh'd : Becauſe he was ef- 
fectually imbued with his Father's Hereſy, whoſe 
Memory he would nat condemn. Sa that the 7co- 
vsclafts, who had the Emperor himſelf at the Head 
e 890 


of 


GO Leo the Son of Copronymus. * 
of them, were always the prevailing Party; and 
the Empreſs though a Catholick in her Heart, 
diſſembled on her Side. But this Princeſs having 
intruſted thoſe with her Secret whom ſhe knew 
to be the moſt zealous Catholicks at Court, had 
been preſented by them with ſome Images, before 
which ſhe perform'd her private Devotions in her 
own Appartment. 
Now it happen'd, chat one Day the Emperor, 
who had been inform'd of the whole Matter by 
ſome one, who had betray'd her, enter*d ſuddenly 
into her Chamber to ſurprize her, but findi 
* nothing ar firſt he ſearch*d every where, even a- 
mongſt her Bedcloaths, and found at Jaſt two 
Images in her Pillow, probably one of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the other of the Bleſſed Virgin, upon which 
he fell into a violent Paſſion, and would abſo- 
Jutely know, who had brought thoſe Idols, as he 
call'd them, thither. Bur all denying that they 
knew any Thing of the Matter, he made ſuch a 
diligent Enquiry into it, that he found they were 
ſome of the principal Officers of the Court, who 
were all treated with the utmoſt Barbarity. As 
to the Empreſs, ſhe always deny'd poſitively, 
that ſhe had had any Hand in the Buſineſs, or 
that ſhe knew what thoſe Images were, or who 
had hid them in her Pillow. She added that per- 
haps it had been done to draw her into a Snare, 
and give the Emperor a bad Opinion of her. But 
he was not to be impoſed upon by this Artifice, 
becauſe he had been too exactly inform'd of eve- 
ry Circmſtance of the whole Matter. He there- 
fore fell into a much more violent Paſſidn, and 
without Regard to the Bounds even of common 
Decency he treated her with the moſt brutal Lan- 
guage, told her ſne was a Woman of no Conſe- 
quence and that ſne had neither Honour nor Re- 
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ligion, ſince ſhe had violated the ſolemn Oath 
ſworn to the late Emperor by every Thing that 
is ſacred, that ſhe would always abhor Images. 
In a Word, he carry'd his Paſſion to ſuch an ex- 
travagant Height, that as ſhe came up to him to 
ſooth him with ſoft Words and Careſſes, he puſh'd 
her violently away from him, and never ſaw her 

after that Time. | 
But this kind of Divorce, asI may call it, did 
not laſt long: Becauſe Almighty God, who de- 
ſign'd to prolong the Peace, which the Church had 
enjoy'd after the Death of Copronymus, took his 
Son ſoon after out of the World by a Sort of 
Death not much unlike to that of his Father. This 
Emperor had an exceſſive Paſſion for fine Jewels; 
in ſo much, that as ſoon as he ſaw one that plea- 
ſed him, he could not reſt till he had it, coſt 
what it would. Now there was in the Church of 
St. Sophia among the other valuable Treaſures a 
Crown of Gold adorn'd with the fineſt Jewels that 
could be ſeen, which the Emperor Heraciius had 
preſented to that Church. Leo, who was charm'd 
with the Beauty of the Jewels, was ſtark mad to 
get them into his own Hands. However becauſe 
they had formerly been an Offering ſolemnly 
made to God, the Fear of incurring the Guilt of 
a moſt grievous Sacrilege was ſome Check upon 
him, and made him ſomewhat irreſolute upon the 
Matter. But the Violence of his Deſire ſoon got 
the Maſter of his Fear, and without giving him- 
ſelf much Uneaſineſs about the Hainouſneſs of 
the Crime it would coſt him, he had the Crown 
brought away to him. As ſoon as he had got it 
into his Hands, he was ſo fond of it, that he re- 
ſolved to appear ſoon after with it upon his Head 
in a ſolemn Proceſſion he was to walk in. But 
it coſt him very dear. For being, come back. 
to 
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to his Palace, in che very Moment that he put 
off the fatal Crown, he felt a violent Pain in his 
Head, and round his Temples and Forehead, 
whete-ever the Crown had touch'd it, there broke 
our Sores of ſuch a fiery Nature, as with the 
Violence of the Pain threw him into a burning 
Fever, whereof he died in a few Days after. 


Conſtant in and Irene. 


Ils 8 Death, which was a viſibfe 

Judgment, reſtored immediately Peace to 
the Church, whereof the Wickedneſs of Empe- 
rors had depriv'd her. The young Comftantir 
had been affociated to the Empire by his Farher, 
and the crafty Irene had managed the Nobllicy 
ſo artfully in Favour of herſelf, chat not long after 
the Emperor's Death they raiſed het to the ſame 
high Dignity z ſo that this Princeſs by a ſudden 
Turn of Fortune paſs'd in an Inſtant from a ſort 
of Baniſhmenr and State of Diſgrace to the higheſt 
Pitch of ſovereign Authority, and became abſo- 
lure Miſtreſs of the Empire during her Son's 
Minority, who was but ten Years old. 

Tis very certain that this Empreſs was a fin- 
cere Catholick in her Heart, though her Politicks 
were not always directed by the Principles of 
Chriſtianity, but often by her predominant Paſ- 
fron, which was an immoderate Ambition of 
Reigning, even to the Prejudice of her on Son, 
when he came to be of Age. But be that as it 
will, the form'd a Deſign from the very Rift of 
aboliſhing Jconoclaſm, and therefore took all the 
Meaſures neceſſary to eſtabliſh her own Authority 
in ſuch a Manner as to be in a Condition to render 
any Oppoſition ſhe ſhould meet with ineffectual. 
25 However, 
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However, not to extaſperate the [tonetfaſts, by 
carrying Things with too high a Hand, and o- 
blig ing chem to paſs all at ont from one Ex- 
treme to another, The contented herſelf at firſt 
with giving every Body a free Liberty of Con- 
ſeienee to believe and practiſe what they pleaſed 
in Reference to Images, and only revoking the 
Edits, which Copronymus had publiſh'd againſt 
them, without publiſhing any expteſs Orders for 
their Re-eſtabliſhmenr. This had a wonderful 
Effect in a City where the greateſt Part had 


turn d Jooroclaſts, Either out of Fear or Com- 


plaiſanee even contrary to that ſtrong Inelination, 
with which the People of Conſtantinople had been 
it up to honour God in his Saints, particu- 
larly the Bleſſed Virgin, whom they regarded as 
the Protectreſs of their City. So that they were 
no ſooner delivet'd from the Fear of Perſecution, 
but they return'd to their former Devotion with 
greater Zeal and Fervour than before, and there 
were ſcarce any ſconoclaſts lett, but amongſt the 
Officers and Soldiers, and thoſe wretched Biſhops, 
who had facrificed their Conſcience and Religion 
to purchaſe the Emperot's Favour, and did all 
they could to maintain their Hereſy, till the ge- 
nerous Repentance of the Patriarch Paul gave 
the Empreſs a fair Opportunity of Ruining it en- 
tirely without tiſking any Thing. 
This Patriarch, who was a Man of great Vir- 
tue, and not only ſingularly beloved by the Peo- 
ple for his extraordinary Charity to the Poor, 
but highly eſteem'd by the Empreſs and the whole 
Court for his great Prudence, finding himſelf in- 
diſpoſed, Was touch'd with ſo ſenſibſe a Repen- 
tance of the Fault he had committed in having 
bern roo favourable to the Fronoclaſts under the 
former Emperor, that wichoor communicating 
WA Tn his 
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his Deſign to any one he quitted the patriarchal 


in order to become a Religious in the Mo- 


naſtery at Conſtantinople. The Empreſs ſurprized 
at this Action haſten'd thither together with the 
W to diſſwade a Perſon, who was like to 
be ſo uſeful to her from perſiſting in ſo ſtrange 
a Reſolution. But the Patriarch burſting out 
into Tears, and interrupting her cry'd out with 
a lamentable Voice, Ab Madam, would to God 1 
bad never been ſo unhappy as to have accepted of the 
Patriarchſhip of a Church, which was enſlaved un- 
der the Tyranny of heretical Emperors, and anathe- 
matized by the other patriarchal orthodox Churches, 
which cut her off from their Communion. If Death 
had ſurprized me in that unhappy Dignity, my Soul 
would have been loſt for ever. 
Tren, who was ſenſible that ſhe might make 
great Advantage of this extraordinary Repen- 
tance of ſo great a Man, . retired after having 
ſaid ſome comfortable Things to him. Then 
having call'd together fome of the chief Iconoclaſt 
Nobles and Senators, pretended to ſtand in need 
of their Aſſiſtance in this Occaſion, and deſired 
them to go to the Patriarch, and endeavour to 
prevail upon him to return to his Church. As 
ſoon as the Saint ſaw them come towards him, he 
told them as the Empreſs had foreſeen, that there 
was no Hopes of Salvation for them, unleſs they 
renounced their Hereſy. But why then, ſaid they, 
did you at your Conſecration declare to the Emperor 
Leo, that you renounced the Worſhip of Images. 
Alas, ſaid the Patriarch, that very Thing is the only 
Cauſe of my Tears. *Tis that which gen me 10 
have Recourſe to God by a ſolid and ſincere Repen- 
tance, in order to prevail upon his Mercy not to 
nmſh me hereafter in his Wrath, as one that bas 


betray'd his Truſt, and for Fear of diſpleaſing, 1 
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has not been afraid lo incur the juſt Indignation of 
God by Concealing the Truth from the Flock com- 
mitted to his Charge. Upon which this admirable 
Penitent redoubled his Sighs and Tears, and his 
Repentance became ſo feeling and piercing, that 
his Heart broke with Grief, and he breath'd forth 
his penitent Soul in the Preſence of them all. 
This Teſtimony of the Truth of the Catholick 
Faith confirm'd in ſuch an extraordinary Manner 
by a Patriarch ſo generally eſteem'd and beloved 
made ſuch an Impreſſion even upon the noble 
Men of the Court, who could not overcome the 
Aſtoniſhment they were under at ſuch a ſurprizing 
Death, that the Empreſs judg'd ſhe might then 
ſafely undertake the Re-eſtabliſhment of the an- 
cient publick Worſhip. In View whereof ſhe made 
immediately a ſecond Step ſomewhat bolder than 
the firſt in Publiſhing an Edict, by which what 
was before hut tolerated was then authorized in 
Catholtcks to maintain in their Sermons and pub- 
lick Conferences the Honour due to Images, and 
refute the Hereſy. of [conoclaſts, Aſter which this 
Princeſs, who knew perfectly well how to take 
in all Occaſions juſt Meaſures to compaſs the End, 
ſhe had in View, cauſed a general Aſſembly of 
all the Orders of the City to meet in the great 
Hall of the Palace, whither ſhe came in Ceremony 
with the Emperor attended by the chief Nobility : 
And when every one had taken his Place, and 
were expecting with a reſpectful Silence to hear 
what Buſineſs ſhould be laid before them, the 
Empreſs who was naturally eloquent, and a per- 
fect Miſtreſs of the Greek Tongue, made a ſhort 
Speech, wherein having very pathetically ſet forth 
the great Loſs they had in the Death of the late 
excellent Patriarch, ſhe made them ſenſible of 
the Neceſſity there was = giving him a Succeſſor 
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of equal Merit and Capacity to bear the Weight 
of a Charge of that Importance and Difficulty, 
eſpecially at a Time, when they were at Variance 
among themſelves about Matters of Religion. 
She added, that the Emperor regarding this as a 
Matter of the utmoſt Importance, had aſſembled them 
to be aſſiſted in it by their Advice. That there was 
indeed a Perſon at Court, againſt whom no Excep- 
tion could be made: To wit, Taraſius: But that 
Here the whole Aſſembly interrupted her 
with loud Acclamations, and as if it had been 
done by Agreement, nothing was heard but the 
Name of Taraſius, whom all judg'd to be the 
ficceſt Perſon ro fill the patriarchal See, Then 
the Empreſs extremely ſatisfied to fee her Inten- 


tions fo fully anſwer'd, reſumed her Diſcourſe 


thus. But as I was going io tell you, laid ſhe, be 
refuſes to accept of this Charge : And tis therefore 
but reaſonable, be ſhould here ſatisfy the Aſſembly, 
why he oppoſes a Choice, which we cannot doubt 
but comes from God himſelf: Since the unanimous 
Voice of the People join'd with that both of the 
Emperor and Are may juſtly be regarded as the 
Voice of God. MED 

In Effect, Taraſius was an extraordinary Man, 
and poſſeſs'd in an eminent Degree all the Quali- 
ties neceſſary for that high Poſt. The Empreſs 
therefore ſent for him to the Aſſembly, and or- 
der'd him to let them know the Reaſons of his 
Refuſal, which he told them was no other, but 
becauſe he thought he could not in Conſcience 
accept of the Government of a See, which had 


been cut off from the Communion of the Catho- 


lick Church, hut upon Condition that a general 
Council ſhould be call'd to determine the Diſpute, 
which divided them concerning Images. Which 
he had no ſooner ſaid, but the whole — 
T : _  ery'd 
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ery'd out unanimouſly, that it was neceſſary to 
call a general Council, which they therefore de- 
manded moſt earneſtly of the Emperor and Em- 
preſs. 1 Taraſius was ſolemnly pro- 


claim'd Patriarch, and conſecrated ſoon after upon 
Chriſtmas Day. As ſoon as he found himſelf 
fixed in his See, he fail'd not to inform Pope 
Adrian of his Election, and the Demand he had 
made of a general Council together with his Pro- 
feſſion of Faith. The Empreſs alſo in Perſor— 
mance of her Promiſe ſent a Biſhop to Rome to 
entreat the Pope in her own and the Emperor's 
Name to come in Perſon to Conſtantinople to 
prefide ar the Council, or if that could not poſſibly 
de, to ſend ar leaſt ſome Perſons of eminent 
Learning to ſupply his Place; as he did in Effect 
by ſending two ſuch Legates as they deſired with 
a long Letter to the Emperor and Empreſs to 
exhort them to employ their utmoſt Zeal for the 
Extirpation of the reigning Hereſy, He allo 
wrote to the Patriarch, whom he received into 
his Communion with Joy, expreſſing the Hopes 
he had that he would labour effectually to aboliſh 

lconoclaſm. - q 
In the mean Time Conſtantine and Irene had 
by their Letters brought to Conſtantinople the 
Biſhops and Abbots of their Empire, where they 
were ſoon after join'd by the Popes Legates and 
the Deputies of the three EaFern Patriarchs, 
who could not come in Perſon by Reaſon of the 
violent Oppreſſion, under which they were kept 
by the Calif of the Saracens. So that every Thing 
being in a Readineſs for the Council it held it's 
firſt Seſſion in the Month of Auguſt An: 786 in 
the great Church of the Apoſtles ; where Con- 
ſtantin and Tren? were preſent not in the Church 
icſelf and amongſt the Biſhops, but in the Gallaries 
; F 2 above, 
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above, from whence they ſaw the Ceremony of 
the Opening of the Council, which was no ſooner 
begun, but a frightful Noiſe was heard all on a 
fudden out of the Church, which put a Stop to 
it, It ſeems there were in the Council ſome of 
the old Iconoclaſt Biſhops, who had been thirty ſix 
Years before at the Sham-council of Copronymus. 
Theſe had done all they could to hinder the Cal- 
ling of this Council, which they plainly foreſaw 
would, condemn theirs. But finding that they 
labour'd in vain, they caball'd ſecretly with the 
Officers of the Emperor's Guards, who were all 
ſtanch Jconoclaſts, to come to their Aid. Theſe 
being the only arm'd Troops that were at Con- 
ftantinople, and thinking therefore that they might 
undertake any Thing, eſpecially during a Mino- 
rity, ſuffer'd themſelves to be prevail'd upon by 
the Jconoclaſt Biſhops, and promiſed them that 
they would find effectual Means to break up the 
Aſſembly. In effect, as ſoon as they ſaw the 
Council was met, they ſer their Soldiers at work, 
who encouraged by their Officers, and inſtructed 
what they were to do, ran tumultuouſly with 
their Swords drawn to the Church-doors, and 
cry'd out with a frightful Noiſe, that they would 
not ſuffer the Memory of their Emperor Copro- 
nymus to be diſhonovr'd, and that it they pro- 
ceeded it ſhould coſt the Patriarch, and all thoſe 
Biſhops, who were the Advocates of Images, their 
Lives. The Empreſs ſurprized at this unforeſeen 


Accident, againſt which no Precautions had been 


taken, and finding that there was no Remedy for 
the preſent, made a Sign to the Biſhops to retire, 
as they did, and as ſhe herſelf did with the Emperor. 
The Jconcclaſt Biſhops and Soldiers ſeeing that 


their Deſign had ſucceeded made great Boaſts of 


their Victory, and Sham-council of c 
. e 
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che Authority whereof they thought they had eſta- 


bliſn'd by theſe vioſent Proceedings. But the 
prudent Irenè ſoon found Means to bring them to 
an Account for this Alront, and render the 
Council entirely free. For as ſoon as ſhe was fe- 
cure of the Legions of the Eaſt, who were quar- 
ter'd in Thrace, and the Officers whereof were all 
brought into her Intereſt by Stauracius, ſhe 
contrived to have. it reported every where, that 
the Saracens had broke the Peace and invaded 
Aſia, and that it was therefore neceſſary for the 
Troops to march againſt them. After which ſhe 
order'd the Emperor's Equipage and Train to 
paſs the Streights into Bitbynia, which obliged his 
Guards to do the ſame, in order to join the Body 
of the Army, which ſhe pretended was to have 
it's Rendevous there.\ At the ſame Time the Le- 
gions of the Zaſt, who under Pretence of like- 
wiſe marching thither were come as far as Con- 
ſtantinople, enter'd the City, and were garriſon'd 
there inſtead of the Mutineers. Then the Empreſs, 
who ſaw ſhe was abſolute Miſtreſs, ſent Officers 
to them. to command them to deliver up their 
Arms, and retire to their reſpective Homes, which 
ſurprized them ſo, that finding themſelves alone, 
without Proviſions, without Money and Towns 
to retire to, and fearing leaſt the whole Army of 
the Eaſt ſhould ſer upon them, and cut them to 
Pieces, they obey'd without Reſiſtance. After 
which the Empreſs baniſh'd out of Conſtantinople 
all that belong'd to them, and having made a 
new Regiment of Guards with Officers, whoſe 
Fidelity ſhe was aſſured of, ſhe found herſelf out 
of all Danger of being any more inſulted. So that 
next Year in the Spring ſhe aſſembled again all 
the Biſhops and Abbots, who met at Nicea in 
Bithynia, where ſhe intended to hold the Council 

* out 


70 ' Conſtantin 
out of Reſpect to the great Conſtantin, who: had 
there held the firſt general Council. 
.  Taraſius came thither in the Month of September 
together with the Pope's Legates, and Deputies 
of the three Eaſtern Patriarchs, as Monſieur 
Maimbourg has proved unanſwerably, The Af. 
ſembly was very numerous; for there were above 
three hundred and fifty Biſhops, many of which 
bore the glorious Marks of what they had ſuffer'd 
under Copronymus. The firſt Seſſion was open'd 
on the 24th of September. Three of the fallen 
Biſhops, who came to it to renounce publickly 
their Hereſy, and anathematize the Sham-cbuncil 
of Conſtantinople, which they had been at, were 
received into the Catholick Communion. Bur 
ſome others to the Number of Eight, Who had 
been particularly obſtinate in maintaining the Au- 
thority of that Council, were put off to the next 
Seſſion in order to be more ſtrictly examined, 
whether their Repentance was ſincere, which be- 
ing judg*d to be ſo, they were order'd to preſent 
their Requeſt together with their Profeſſion of 
Faith at the following Seſſion, which being ap- 
proved, they were reſtored to their Sees. 
The Council met again the fourth Time on the 
firſt of Ofober, when the Doctrine of the Catho- 
lick Church was after an exact Diſcuſſion proved 
from innumerable Teſtimonies of Scriptures and 
Fathers, from the Practice of the ancient Church, 
and the Wonders God had wrought from Time 
to Time by holy Images, but particularly one of 
a very freſh Date, whereof there were Thouſands 
of unexreptionable Witneſſes. This celebrated 
Miracle happen'd at Beryte in Syria, where the 
Jeus having erucified an Image of our Saviour, 
there iſſued out of it ſo great a Quantity of Blood 
and Water, that ſome Part of it was ſent both to 
| | the 
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the Eaftern and Weftern Churches: And it wrought 

ſo. many miraculous Cures upon the Jets, that 

all thoſe of Bery:? were converter and baptized. 
In the fifth Seſſion, which was hekl on the 4th 


of October, beſides refuting the falſe Reaſonings 


of the [conoclaſts, they were proved guilty of a 
ſhameful Fraud, in having either falſified or burnt 
in the Time of Copronymus's Perlecution all the 
Books they could lay hold of, that had been writ 
in Defence of the Catholick Truth. The next 
Day, in which the ſixth Seſſion was held, the long 
Definition of the Sham-council of Conſtantinople 
wag read, and refuted Article by Article. At 
the ſame Time there was a Diſcovery made of an- 
other Fraud uſed by the firſt Iconoclaſts in fathering 
ſuppoſititious Books againſt Images upon Catho- 
lick Writers : Chiefly two, which they attributed 
to St. Epiphanius, who was manifeſtly proved not 
to have been the Author of them; Fir/t, Becauſe 
in his Catalogue of all che Hereſies, that had been 
to his Time, he'ſpeaks not a Word of Images: 
And 2aly, Becauſe his Diſciples after his Death 
built a magnificent Church in honour of him, 
wherein amongſt other Ornaments was his Picture; 
which we may be ſure they would not have ex- 
poſed there, if their Maſter had in his Writings con- 
demn'd that Practice. 

After this diligent Examination of all the Ar- 
guments on both Sides the Council drew up it's 
Definiton of Faith relating to Images, wherein 
are theſe expreſs Words: That Images are to be 
honout*d and reſpected, yet in ſuch a Manner, that 
the Worſhip of Latria [or divine Worſhip] which 
actording to our Faith is due to God alone, is not 
to be paid to them. | deſire the Reader to take 
particular Notice of this, becauſe in a Latin Copy 
of this Council ſent to the Council of Frankford, 
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Conſtantin Biſhop of Cyprus is by Miſtake of the 
Latin Impreſſion made to ſay quite the contrary 
to this, which is rank Hereſy, and was the Oc- 
caſion of their condemning the ſecond Nicene 
Council. ; 

The Definition of Faith being thus drawn up 
was ſign'd by all the Biſhops, and the Council 
was concluded with the uſual Acclamations and 
Prayers for the Proſperity of the Emperor and 
Empreſs. After which they ſent ſynodical Letters 
to all the Churches, and particularly to Pope 
Adrian, who approved the Council, which how- 


_- ever was not conſirm'd in due Form till ſome 


Years after. | 
The Empreſs, who would not leave Conſtanti. 
nople, being intorm'd of the happy Concluſion of 
the Council, judg'd it expedient to have it aſſem- 
bled there, and confirm'd in her and the Empe- 
ror's Preſence to give a greater Luſtre to it; 
which was done accordingly in the great Hall of 
the Palace, where the Emperor and Empreſs at- 
tended by the whole Court and Magiſtrates of 
the City being preſent, the Council's Difinition 
of Faith was read with a clear and loud Vaice, 
that the whole Aſſembly might hear it. Then 
the Empreſs addreſſing herſelf to the Biſhops, 
aſk'd chem whether the ſaid Definition had been 
appproved by unanimous Conſent? To which they 


all anſwer'd that it had, and preſented the Em- 


peror and Empreſs with a Copy of it ſign'd by 
all their Hands, deſiring them to honour it with 
their Subſcription, which they did. So that the 
Council being thus received in the Preſence of 
their imperial Majeſties with the general Applauſe 
of all the Orders, Images were re-eſtabliſh'd in 
all Parts of the City as before, and the, Biſhops 
Tetura'd to their reſpective Dioceſes to N ta 
| them 
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them the Ornaments, whereof the Hereſy of 
the lconoclaſts had robb'd them. 

The Church of Conſtantinople began now to 
taſte the Sweet of the Peace, which the Nicene 
Council had procured them, when the ambitious 
Irenè replunged herſelf into new Troubles, which 
proved equally fatal to the Church and State. A 
Match being concluded between her -Son Con- 


ſtantin and  Charlemagne's Daughter, ſhe found 


Means to break it off by her Artifices ; becauſe 
ſhe fear'd leaſt the Authority of ſo great a Prince 


might put a Reſtraint upon her's: And by herim- 


perious Treatment of her Son obliged him tho* 
then nineteen Years old to marry an Armenian of 
mean Extraction call'd Mary, whom he hated in 
his Heart, being at the ſame Time paſſionately 
in Love. with one Theodora a Maid of Honour to 
the Empreſs: Whence the cunning. [ren? took 
Occaſion to render him both odious and con- 
temptible by often ſaying in Publick on purpoſe 
that he might hear of it, that ſhe was ſorry for 
having engaged him in ſuch an unhappy Marri- 
age, but that Means might be found to ſet him 
at Liberty to marry where-ever he ſhould pleaſe. - 

This was enough for a yong Man poſſeſs'd 
with a double Paſſion of Hatred and Love. But 
the Difficulty was to find a plauſible Pretence for 
a Divorce from one, with whom he had lived 


_ without Scruple for ſix Years. For this End he 


ſuborn'd Witneſſes ro ſwear, that the Empreſs 
Mary had form'd a Deſign to poiſon him. Bat 
the Patriarch, who could not be impoſed upon 


by this foul Artifice, declared always, that he 


would ſooner die, than conſent to his ſecond Mar- 
riage, which was contrary to the Law of God. So 
that the Emperor perceiving the Patriarch to be 
inflexible, told him that he would not only _ 
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liſh Images, as his Predeceſſors had done, but 


Chriſtianity itſelt by ſetting up heathen Idols in 
their Place, if he refuſed to approve of his 
Divorce. 2513 off 

Then the Patriarch conſidering on the dne Hand 
the extreme Danger Religion was in, if he op- 
poſed the Torrent of his Paſſion directly, and on 
the other, that it was not lawful to commit one 
Sin, tho' a leſſer, to avoid a greater, thought at 
leaſt, that he might ſtand neuter to avoid puſhing 
Things to an Extremity when all was at Stake. 
He therefore took a middle Way between the two 
Rocks he was afraid of by doing nothing poſitive- 
ly, that might look like an Approbation of what 
he had declared againſt with ſo much Vehemence 
and Zeal z; but he reſolved at the ſame Time not 
to employ the Authority he had to hinder others 


from doing, what himſelf refuſed to do. So that 


the Patriarch would neither give the Veil to, the 
Empreſs Mary, who for the Sake of Peace had 
conſented to it, nor marry the Emperor to Theo- 
dora, but he connived both at the one and the 


other being done by Perſons, who were not ſo 


ſcrupulous upon the Matter. | 

Thus the Patriarch by his Moderation pre- 
vented the Ruin of Religion, and ſaved the Ho- 
nour of the ſecond NVicene Council, which at the 
ſame Time was vigourouſly attack'd in the Welt 
by the Council of Frankford, upon Occaſion of 
the Miſtake: I have juſt now mention'd ; but was 
received univerſally by all Churches ſome Years 
after, and continued to be fo till Luther and Cal- 
vin ſet up again IJconoclaſin in thoſe Places, where 
their Hereſies prevail'd ; as is manifeſt from the 
Nakedneſs of all the reform'd Churches, in which 
there is not ſo much as even a Crucifix to he ſeen. 
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But tho' Irene was ſucceſsful in her Contrivance 
of the Divorce, and had by her malicious Advice 
put her Son Conſtantin upon ſeveral harbarous 


Actions to render him odious, yet he continued 


to be acknowledg'd ſole Emperor, as he had been 
proclaim'd, when he came to be of Age, both 
by the Army of Cappadocia and Armenia, and 


even by the Legions that were at Conſtantinople. 


This the ambitious un could not bear: And 
therefore finding that her other Contrivances had 


not their intended Effect, ſne reſolved upon 


the moſt barbarous Action, that ever enter*d into 
a Woman's Thoughts, which was to pluck out 
her Son's Eyes to render him incapable of Govern- 
ing, and by that Means to get the whole Autho- 
rity into her own Hands. This was executed with 
ſo much Cruelty and Violence, that he died of it. 
But it was not long before ſhe received the deſerv- 
ed Reward of her Ambition. For one Nicephorus 
4 Man of Quality, but extremely wicked, being 
proclaim'd Emperor by the Senators baniſn'd her 
into the Iſland of Leſlos, where ſhe died ſoon af- 
cer with Grief, 1 +1 
This Nicephorns reſtored the Tromoclaſts ro the 
Condition they wete in before the ſecand Miene 
Council, and all the good he did during his whole 
Reign was that upon the Death of the Patriarch 
Turaſſus he choſe the illuſtrious Solitary Nirephorus 
for his Succeſſor with the univerſal Applauſe of 


all the Orders, who had a ſingular Venefation for 


his eminent Learning and Virtue. As for the Em- 
peror Nitephorus, he was after a ſhort Reign kill'd 
in a War againſt Crummus King of the Bulgarians, 
and his Son and Succeſſor Stauracius reign'd but 


two Months: In whoſe Place Michae! Rangab? 


Curvpalates was choſen by the unanimous Coaſent 
of the Senate, People, and Legions. 91 
be Michael 
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Michel Rangabe 


HIS Michel bad all the Chriſtian Virtues 
and Qualities requiſite for an Emperor ta 


render his People perfectly happy, but was an 


utter Stranger to military Affairs. In Effect he 
was no ſooner Crown'd Emperor, but he took a 


Courſe directly oppoſite to that of' his wicked 
Predeceſſor, by whoſe Avarice 'and- Cruelty the 
People had groan'd under an intolerable Oppreſ- 
ſion. For he ſpared no Trouble, Care, or Coſt 


to make the State flouriſh, and even every parti- 
cular Perſon to be eaſy as far as was poſſible. But 
he applied himſelf principally to the Re-eſtabliſh- 


ment of Religion by wholeſome Laws againſt 
Hereticks, and particularly againſt [conoclaFs, of 
whom he purged the imperial City, where under 
the Protection of Nicephorus they had begun to 

ractiſe their uſual Inſolences. He even harangued 
his Army upon that Subject with ſo much Force 
and Zeal, that they all declared againſt Iconoclaſin, 
the Progreſs whereof he ſtopp'd atterwards by the 
Puniſhment of the moſt remarkable Mutineers, 
whom however he only order'd to be whipr, 
excepting a wicked Hermite, who had the Impu- 
dence to commit a thouſand Outrages upon an 
Image of the Bleſſed Virgin, and was therefore 
condemn'd to have his Tongue cut out, of which 
he died without Repentance. Thus the Courſe 
of the Evil was ſtopt, and Religion and Devotion 
began to flouriſh again as after the Nicene Council. 

But this Happineſs was of ſhort Durance by 
the unlucky Deciſion of a Caſe of Conſcience 


relating to a Condition of Peace, which Crummus 


after the Defeat of Nicephorus inſiſted peremptorily 
upon, and was according to that Deciſion rejected 
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by the pious Michel. I omit the Particulars of 
that Affair as being foreign to the Subject of 
Images, and will only acquaint my Reader, that 
upon Michel's Refuſal of it War was declared on 


both Sides, and numerous Armies brought into 


the Field, Bur as Michel underſtood bur little of 


the Art of War, his Army was extremely wea- 


ken'd hy his.unfkilful Conduct, and at laſt entirely 
defeated: To which however the baſe Treachery 
of Leo the Armenian, who ſucceeded him in the 
Empire, contributed in a very great. Meaſure. 
For in the very Heat of the Battel, even when 
by the Bravery of Aplaces, who commanded the 
left Wing of the Emperor's Army, the right 


Wing of the Bulgarians. began to give Ground, 


the perfidious Leo, inſtead of falling upon their 
left Wing, drew off from the Army with the 
whole Body of Troops which he commanded and 
ſoon after fled without ſtriking a Stroke : Which 
the Body of the Army, who were not the braveſt 
Men in the World, perceiving, and thinking all 
was loſt, abandon'd the Emperor, who command- 
ed them, and rook likewiſe to their Heels. 
Whereupon the whole Bulgarian Army fell upon 
the left Wing of the brave Aplaces, and cut them 
all to Pieces, excepting a very few, who made 
their Eſcape by Flight. 

The Battel was no ſooner loſt, but the perfi- 
dious Lev got it inſinuated every where by his 
Emiſſaries, that it was loſt by the Ignorance and 
Cowardice of Michel, and that it therefore behoved 
them to beſtow the Empire upon a Perſon of 
Leo's known Conduct and Vabour, who by a 
concerted Colluſion was to refuſe it obſtinately, 
till Michel le Begue, of whom we ſhall have more 
hereafter, ſhould come with his Sword drawn, 
and threaten to run him through if he perſiſted 
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in his Refuſal, This was done accordingly, and 
he was back, d by his whole Legion, and the reſt 
of the Troops. So that Leo 1 to be 
unable to reſiſt the imperious Will of the whole 


Army yielded to their violent Importunity, and 


was proclaim'd Emperor: Which the good Michel 
was no ſooner inform'd of, but he reſolved to 
yield up the Empire to his per fidious Rival, to 


whom he ſent immediately his Crown and Purple 


declaring that he would not ſuffer one Drop of 
Chriſtian Blood to be ſhed for his Sake. 


Leo the Armenian. 


HIS Teo had his future Elevation to the 
1 Empire foretold like Leo the Jaurian, whom 
he reſolved io imitate in every Thing, but parti- 
cularly in his having been the Author of conoclaſ. 
For as it was in a Manner entirely aboliſh'd by 
the ſecond Nicene Council and Zeal of his Predeceſ- 
ſor Michel, we may regard him as a ſecond 
Hereſiarch and Author of that Hereſy. He alſo 
imitated the //anrian's Warineſs in taking his Mea- 
ſures for Fear of popular Commotions, which 


Changes in Religion, if not manag*d with the 


utmoſt Caution, occaſion for the moſt Part, if 
not always. 1050 

The firſt Thing therefore he did was'to: make 
ſure of ſuch Perſons at Court, whom he knew 
were Jconoclaſts in their Hearts, but durſt not 
make Profeſſion of it in the preceding Reign. 
He knew alſo that there were Jeveral in Conſtan- 
tinople, even amongſt the Officers and Magiſtrates, 
who had no Religion at all, but were always 
ready to embrace that, 'which they judg'd to be 
moſt for their Intereſt. Theſe therefore he aſ- 
ſembled together'with ſome of the Nobiliry, __ 
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ad made a long Speech to them, wherein he ſet forth, 
t though in very falſe Colours, that the Reigns 
n and Ends of all thoſe, who had been Enemies to 
Images, had been proſperous; whereas on the 


5 contrary thoſe who had been the moſt zealous 
wr for them, had been unproſperous in both, which 
hy he attributed ro God's Diſapprobation of them. 

Fu The Aſſembly, which, as 1 have faid, was 
Ie compoſed partly of ſuch as were [conoclaſts in 


of their Hearts, and partly of ſuch, as were of no 
Religion at all, anſwer'd the Emperor, that they 
were entirely at his Devotion to diſpoſe of them, 
as he ſhould think fitting. However he obliged 
them not to declare his Intentions openly, but 
only to inſinuate in their familiar Diſcourſes with &. 
ag the Nobility -and People ſuch plauſible Reaſons 
in Favour of Tconoclaſm, as might inſenſibly in- 
cline them to it. This had it's due Succeſs, and 
great Numbers were perverted by it. So that 
Y the Emperor ventured to make a bolder Step, 
[. | , 
and call the Patriarch ro him, whom he told, 
that the People were extremely Scandalized at the 
Honour paid to Images, and attributed to it all | 
1 the Misfortunes of the PR Reigns : Defi- ; 
ring him therefore to condeſcend at leaſt ſo far to 
f cheir Weakneſs as to ſuppreſs it for a Time; or 
if he were not diſpoſed to do this, to give them 
a ſolid Reaſon, why the Honouring of Images 


1 was not expreſsly commanded in Scripture. To 
which che Patriarch eaſily anſwer'd, that there 


was no Danger of Scandal from the People, but 
only from the Malice of thoſe, who endeavour'd 
to per vert them by the very Reaſons he had men- 
b tion'd; That temporal Proſperity or Adverſity 
N were but equivocal Proofs either of the Goodneſs 
3 or Badneſs of any Cauſe : That however there 
p were greater publick Calamitics in the Reigns of 
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Leo the Jaurian, and Conſtantin Copronymus, than 
in the late Reigns of Constantin and Irene and 
Michel: Witneſs that dreadful Plague of three 
whole Years, which changed Conſtantinople into 
a meer Deſert. And as to the Emperor's ſaying 
that the Honouring of Images was not command- 
ed in Scripture, he anſwer'd that his imperial 
Majeſty himſelf practiſed many Things not men- 
tion'd in Scripture, but barely on Account of 
the Church's conſtant Tradition commanding or 
at leaſt Authorizing thoſe Practices: As that he 
kiſs'd the Book of the Goſpel, reverenced the 
Croſs, made the Sign of it on his Forchead, 
faſted the Lent, and kept the Sunday inſtead of 
Satutday holy: None of which Practices were 
commanded in Scripture, but were grounded wholly 
and ſolely upon Tradition, 

This Meer was too clear and ſolid for the 
Emperor to make any Reply to, who therefore 
only told him, that being himſelf no Doctor he 
could not pretend to diſpute with one, that was 
perfectly verſed in all the Subtleties of that Art, 
and could as eaſily prove a Falſehood as a Truth. 
But that he intended to call together all the Biſhops 
that were at Court together with the Abbbts of 
the principal Monaſteries of Conſtantinople, that 
they might confer together in his Preſence about 
the Article in Queſtion. In Effect the Emperor 
came to the Aſſembly attended by the Senate 
and principal Nobility beſides a great Number 
of Tconeclaſts, who came with Joy to; maintain 
the Diſpute, not doubting hut therAdvantage 
would be judg'd to be on their Side: The Parri- 
arch alſo came with ſeveral eminent Biſhops, and 
the Famous Theodore Abbor of the great Mona- 
ſtery of Studius, who wi one of the moſt wy 
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and learned Men of his Age, and was to be their 
principal Speaker. 

As ſoon as they had all taken their Places, the 
Emperor turning towards the Catholick Biſhops 
and Abbots, and taking a little Image out of his 
Boſom, which he kiſs'd, told them that by that 
Action they might judge that he was of their 
Belief : But becauſe there were a great many 
learned Men who queſtion'd the Truth. of it, he 
would have both Sides propoſe their Reaſons, 
that upon Hearing of them he might judge, which 
of the two had the Truth on it's Side, to which 
all ſhould be obliged ro ſubmit. To which the 
Catholicks anſwer'd with a wonderful Freedom, 
that they could not enter into Diſpute with the 


Emperor's Tconoclaſts for three Reaſons. Firſt, 


Becauſe when an Article of Faith had once been 
defined by a general Council, it was forbid by 
the Canons to call the Truth of it in Queſtion, 
or make it the Subject of a new Examination 
after that, 2dly, That though it were allow'd 
by the Canons to take it again under Examination, 
the Palace was not a proper Place to do it in but 
the Church, nor was the Emperor a legal Judge 

in Matters of Religion but the Biſhops alone 
according to St. Paul 2 Cor. C. 12. And 3dly, 
Becauſe they knew for certain that whatever they 
ſhould ſay in Defence of the Catholick Practice, 
the Emperor was fully determin'd beforehand to 
give Judgment in Favour of his Iconoclaſts, who 
were protected by his Authority, and had all 
Encouragement poſſible given them to publiſh 
their .Errors. , After which the Abbot Theodore 
made a.long Diſcourſe upon the ſame Heads, and 
concluded, that though an Angel ſhould come from 
Heaven, and teach a Doctrine contrary to what the 


Council had decided, he would have no * for 
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him: Much leſs would he have a Deference to the 
Emperor's Judgment, whoſe only Buſineſs was 10 
govern the State without medling in Malters of Reli- 
gion, which belong d to Biſhops alone according to 
. God's own Appointment. 

This bold Speech exaſperated the Emperor, 
who was now no longer Maſter of his Paſſion, in 
ſuch a Manner, that he commanded all che Catho- 


lick Biſhops and Abbots to be gone immediately, 


and forbad them with many Threats not to ſpeak 
or write any Thing in Defence of Images. Many 
complied, and amongſt others the Patriarch for 
Fear of Exaſperating the Emperor by an unneceſ- 
ſary and unſeaſonable Zeal, and contented them- 
ſelves to practiſe their private Devortons in a 
quiet Retirement: but others were ſcandalized at 
it, and regarded it as a criminal Silence. In 
Effect the Emperor ſeeing the Catholicks ſo very 
ſitive took Occaſion from it to encourage under- 
and a Troop of Soldiers to abuſe in a very 
outragious Manner the Image of our Saviour, 
which Copronymus had pull'd down, and Irene 
had ſer up again. But whilſt they were thus 
Executing the Emperor's own ſecret Orders, he 
appear'd as by Chance paſſing by, and told the 
People, that to prevent the like Abuſes for the 
Future it were beſt to take away the Image from 
the publick Place, where it ſtood ; which was 
done immediately, and he was not a little pleaſed 
to think he had by this Artifice conceal'd his 

malicious Contrivance. 
Upon this the zealous Abbot Theodore went to 
the Patriarch, and reprefented to him the Pre- 
varication and dangerous Conſequences of his 
Silence in. ſuch ſtrong Terms, that Returning in 
a Moment to his former Zeal and Courage he 
acted even with more Vigour than he had _ 
- before. 
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before. For having aſſembled in his Palace all 
the Biſhops, Abbots, and learned Men he could 
find at Conſtantinople, he encouraged them ſo 
effectually ro ſtand up for the Defence of the 


Catholick Faith, that inſtead of the cowardly 


Silence, which they had promiſed the Emperor, 
they drew up a Writing, which they all ſign'd, 
and by which they obliged themſelves to defend 
the Honouring of holy Images with the laſt Drop 
of their Blood. 

This bold proceeding gave the Emperor, as 
reſolute as he was, no ſmall Uneaſineſs. For he 
fear'd leaſt the People finding themſelves ſup- 
ported by ſo many great Men, who far ſurpaſs'd 
the Iconoclaſts in Number, ſhould have the Cou- 
rage to riſe up againſt him, if he ſhould undertake 
openly to Change the State of Religion, He 
therefore reſolved to carry on his Diſſimulation 
ſill farther, till he could find Means to break 
this Confederacy, which he foreſaw would not 
hold long. For when the Patriarch, who, to 
attone for his former Weakneſs, was now become 
as ſtout as a Lion, came to him ſome Time 
before Chriſtmas to conjure him not to make any 
Change in the publick Worſhip, and to aſſure 
him at the ſame Time that if he had been the 
Occaſion of this Storm, he was ready to give up 
his Patriarchſhip, ſo the Catholick Faith was bur 
ſecured, he anſwer'd him thus with a profound 
Diſſimulation, what ! that 1 ſhould ſuffer my Pa- 
triarch, whom I honour as my Father, to be removed 
from me, orChange the State of Religion ! Tl periſh 
firſs. What ] did was only to ſatish ſome wavering 
Minds, who doubted of the Truth, and deſired it 
might be examined for their private Satisfaction. 
But for my ownſelf, God forbid I ſhould doubt of it. 
Upon which he 3 the little Image he had 
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in his Boſom, and kiſs'd it as he had done beſore 
Nay upon Cbriſtmas- Day he came in Ceremony 
to the Church, where he paid the uſual Reſpect 
ro the Image of Chriſt in the Stable, which ac- 
cording to Cuſtom was preſented to him, 

This gave great Joy to the Catholicks : But it 
did not laſt long. For on the Feaſt of the Epi- 
phany, which the Greets keep with great Solemnity, 
the Image of our Saviour being brought to him, 
he refuſed to kiſs it, and only kils'd the Croſs. 
This made the People call their Emperor a meer 
Cameleon, who daily changed his Shape, and was 
an Tconoclaſt one Day, and a Catholick another, 
However he acted more openly from that Time 
forward, and treated in private Converſations with 
the Biſhops that were at Court, whoſe weak fide 
he knew, not doubting but to bring them over 
to him. | 

It muſt be own'd that the Court is a ſtrange 
poiſonous Air for Biſhops to live in. For the 
greateſt Part of thoſe very Biſhops, who but a 
few Days before had declared that they would 
ſpend the laſt Drop of their Blood in Defence of 
Images, as ſoon as the Emperor treated with them 
in particular, and-gave them Hopes of his par- 
ticular Favour, became immediately the moſt 
zealous lconoclaſts, and had even the Impudence 
ro exhort the Patriarch himſelf to follow their 
Example, aſſuring him that he would otherwiſe 
be moſt certainly deprived of his See. But the 
Patriarch deteſting their infamous Apoſtacy ſent 
them away to the Emperor to let him know, 
that he would always adhere to the Doctrine of 
the Catholick Church, and never communicate 
with thoſe, who had abandon'd it. Nay he was 
ſeized with ſuch a ſenſible Grief for the Fall of 
his Brethren, that it threw. him into a dangerous 
| N Sickneſs, 
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Sickneſs, and his Life was deſpair'd of. But the 
Emperor underſtanding that he was recover'd, 
order'd him to be carried away in the Night by 
a Troop of Soldiers, and. baniſn'd to the Iſle of 
Proconeſe, where twelve Years after he ended his 

lorious Courle, and died in Baniſhment for the 


Defence of his Faith. 


As ſoon as the Patriarch Nicephorus was de- 
prived of his See, the Emperor made Choice of 
his Favourite Theodore to ſucceed him. He was 
indeed a Man of Quality, but extremely ignorant, 
and debauch'd without Diſguiſe even when he 
was Patriarch: But over and above a moſt furious 
Iconoclaſt, and the very Man that had been the 
chief Inſtrument of Engaging the Emperor in 
that Hereſy; who having now a Patriarch en- 
tirely at his Devotion, call'd an Aſſembly of his 
Biſhops in the Church of St. Sophie, where Co- 
pronymus's ſham-Council was received, and the 
ſecond Nicene Council condemn'd. All the illuſtri- 
ous Patriarchs, who had with ſo much Courage 
ſtood up for the Catholick Faith were anathe- 
matized: And they even proceeded to that Exceſs 
of Rage and Fury, that all the Catholick Biſhops, 
whom they had dragg'd to the Aſſembly by Force, 
were trampled under Foot, and cover'd, as they 
were, all over with Wounds thrown into Dunge- 
ons. After which the Emperor publiſh'd an Edict 
like that of Leo the Jſaurian and Copronymus 
commanding all Images to be pull'd down and 
either burnt-or thrown into the Sea; and a violent 
Perſecution was raiſed againſt all thoſe, who had 
the Courage to oppoſe the Torrent : Great Num- 
bers of which after having been moſt cruelly 
tormented were ſent into Baniſhment, where they 
{uber a lingering Martyrdom, and many of them 

G 3 died 
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died of the Miſeries to which they were there 
expoſed. ; | 
The famous Theodore the Studite was one of 
thoſe, who felt the Smart of this Perſecution. 
This generous Champion of the Catholick Faith 
was ſo far from being frighten'd by the Emperor's 
Edict, that he made his Religious Walk every 
Day in Proceſſion with Images in their Hands 
lifted up, and ſinging Hymns in Honour of them. 
Providence ſeem'd to have preſerved this great 
Man for the Comfort of ſome and Support of 
others. For the Emperor finding that the Way 
of Rigour had not all the Succeſs he had pro- 
poſed to himſelf, reſolved to have once more 

ecourſe to Artifice, For which End he recall'd 
ſome Monks from Baniſhment, and promiſed 
them an entire Freedom of keeping and honour- 
ing Images in their own Monaſteries, provided 
they would but communicate once with their Pa- 
triarch. Theſe good Men, who were willing to 
be deliver'd from their Sufferings, and return to 
their Monaſteries, flatter'd themſelves that there 
would be no great Harm in ſo Doing, and were 
ready to give Into the Snare, when Theodore, whom 
the Emperor had not recalPd, being inform'd of 
it wrote ſeveral Letters to them, and remonſtrated 
with ſo. much Force the Unlawfulneſs of it, that 
many of them abſalutely rejected the Propoſal, 
and amongſt others the Abbot Nicetas, whom 
the Emperor threw. into. a horrible Dungeon, 
where he was till the Tyrant's Death, who dil- 
charg'd his Rage with greater Violence upon 
Theodore z*for he baniſh'd him. ſtill farther, and 
ſhut him up in a dark Hole under Ground, where 
he could {re nothing, and had no Commerce but 
with his Jaylers. 7 iN 1 
Wale After 
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After he had been kept a long Time in this 
Prifon, the Emperor, who perceived that he (till 
found Means to act in Defence of the Church, 
ſent him Priſoner to Smirna under the Guard of 
the Biſhop of the Place, who was a violent [cong- 
caſt. And here it was that Theodore became more 
famous than ever by an Event, which made a 
great Noiſe. For it happen'd that one Bardas a 
great Perſecuter of the Cathalicks, who then com- 
manded the Army in the Ea, felt ill of a Dif- 
temper, which brought him to the laſt Extremity. 
His Life being deſpair'd of he had Recourſe to 
Theodore by the Advice of a Catholick Servant. 
The Saint having remonſtrated to him the horrible 
Crimes he had committed in Perſecuting the Ca- 
tholicks, and particularly thoſe of the Monaſtery 
of Studius, where he had cauſed ſeveral Monks 
to be whipt to Death, Bardas pramiled ta renqunce 
his Hereſy, and reform his Life entirely, pro- 
vided he abtain'd of God the Recovery of his 
Health. Theodore obtain'd it for him by his Pray- 
ers, and obliged him at the ſame Time to pay the 
uſual Reſpects to an Image of the Bleſſed Virgin, 
aſſuring him that if he put himſelt under her 
Protection, God would bleſs him, but that he 
would die miſerably if he rejected her Protection 
by diſnhonouring her Images. Bardas pramiſed 
every Thing the Saint required of him. But he 
was no ſooner cured, but forgetting all his Pro- 
miſes he return'd again to his former Hereſy at 
the Perſwaſion of the Iconoclaſt Biſhop, who, to 
appear to be a miraculous Man, gave him a 
Glaſs of Oil, which he bleſs'd aſſuring him that 
it would keep him in perfect Health. But he 
haduno ſooner. annointed himſelf with it, but he 
relapſed into his former Condition, and according 


or ww Saint's Prediction died a few Days after. 
G 4 This 
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Fh's was written by a contemporary Hiſtorian, 
| who would not have dared to forge a Fact of 
that Importance, when Thouſands could have 
given him the Lie, and proved him to be a moſt 
impudent Impoſtor. . | 
This Saint notwithſtanding his long Impriſon- 
ment, during which he was treated with- the 
utmoſt Barbarity, found Means to write an In- 
finity of Letters to all ſorts of Perſons to inſtruqt | 
ſome, and comfort others, or encourage them 
to Martyrdom, or at leaſt to prevent their Apo- 
ſtatizing during the Storm of that terrible Perſecu- 
tion raiſed by Leo, which God at length put an 
End to by the tragical Death of that perſecuting 
Emperor, which I ſhall now relate. WS 
As ſoon as Leo was Maſter of the Empire, he 
fail'd not to raiſe to the higheſt Dignities his 
great Confident Michael le Begue, with whom he 
had acted the ridiculous Farce, I have mention'd, 
to get himſelf proclaim'd Emperor. But this 
perfidious Friend thinking pethaps that he ſhould 
gain as many of the Nobility for himſelf as he 
had done for Leo, form'd a Conſpiracy againſt 
him, and as he had raiſed him reſolved to pull 
him down. But as he was of a brutal Temper, 
and amongſt other Vices was given to exceſſive 
Drinking, and incapable of keeping a Secret, 
when he was heated with Drink, he talk'd ſo 
often, and in ſuch an odd Manner againſt the 
Emperor, letting always ſome menacing Expreſ- 
ſions eſcape him, and half Words, which ſignified 
more than they expreſs'd, that the Emperor, 
who before had always overlook'd his irregular, £ 
Conduct as the 'Extravagances of a Sot and in- 
conſiderate; Fool, having now order'd him to be 
arreſted and examined before him on Chriſtmas- 
Eve, found by his own. Confeſſion that he was 
Af 9 5 really 
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really guilty of having conſpired againſt his Life, 
he was condemn'd by the Judges to. be burnt alive 
in the Furnace of the Bannios of the Palace. 
They were actually leading him to Execution, 
and the Emperor, who was reſolved to ſee it 
done effectually, was following at a Diſtance, 
when the Empreſs Theodoſia ſurprized at the News 
of it came running to him in great Haſt, and 


partly by Intreaties, partly by. Reproaches and 


, Remonſtrances that ſuch a bloody Execution would 
be a horrible Prophanation of the Holineſs. of ſo 
great and venerable a Feaſt, prevail'd upon him 
to have it put off till the Feaſt was over. So he 
committed him to the Cuſtody of the Papias or 
Keeper of the Keys of the Palace: And charg'd 
him to keep him ſhut up in his own Appartment 
with Irons upon him faſten'd with a Padlock, 
-whereof himſelf kept the Key; ſo great was che 
Fear he had leaſt he ſhould make his Eſcape. 
Then turning to the Empreſs ſaid to her as if he 
had a clear Foreſight of his Misfortune, well, 
Madam, you have obliged me to comply with you : 
But you will ſee the Event, and how both you and 
1 and our Children will be treated. 

Theſe Words made no Impreſſion on the Em- 


preſs, but the Emperor was full of Diſquiets and 


ears, which hindring him from Sleeping he got 
up in the Night, and went all alone through a 
private Door of the Apartment of the Papias to 
ſee how his Priſoner was guarded. But finding 
him faſt aſleep upon the Officer's own Bed, and 
him alſo afleep upon the Boards, he concluded 
there was a good Underſtanding betwixt them; 
and W went out making ſome threatening Signs, 

which were taken Notice of by one of the Guards, 
who knew him and acquainted the Papias with 
m"_ had — who thereupon look'd upon 
himſelf 
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himſelf as a loſt Man. But Michael told him with 
the greateſt Aſſurance that he would anſwer for 
his Safety, provided he could but find one, whom 
he could depend ſafely upon to carry a Letter to 
ſuch Perſons as it ſhould be directed ta. This 
was eaſily done. One Theo&i/ſt, in whom the 
Papias had an entire Confidence was pitch'd upon 
to carry the Letter, wherein he charged his Con- 
fidents not to fail Executing without Delay what 
he directed them to do: That otherwiſe he would 
accuſe them to the Emperor of their having been 
Accomplices with him. So that theſe perceiving 
that they would be moſt certainly ruined if they 
did not obey his Orders, ręſolved to do it out of 
Hand. el 

The Place and Time they pitch'd upon was 
the Church itſelf, when the Emperor ſhould he 
at the Chriſtmas Office. It was the Cuſtom upon 
ſolemn Feaſts for all the Eceleſiaſticks, that were 
to perform the Office to come early in the Morn- 
ing to the Palace ta conduct the Emperor from 
thence in a ſolemn Proceſſion to the Throne pre- 
pared for him in the Nef of the Church. At the 
ſame Time therefore that the: Prieſts and Singers 
enter'd the Palace, the Conſpirators who were 
in Diſguiſe mix'd with them with Swords, ſhort 
Hatchets and Daggers under their Cloaths, and 
following the Proceſfion to the Church placed 
themſelves not far from the Emperor's Throne 
in a Corner to he as it were more recollected at 
their Devations. The Emperor came to Church 
with x Cap on, which he had drawn down a 
great way over his Head becauſe it was very cold 
that Day: And having placed himſelf on his 
Throne was ready to perform his Part in the Office 
232 to his uſual Cuſtom. For he had the 
Weakneſs to think himſelf an excellent Singer, 
Uotmid and 
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and that every Body was charm'd with his Voice, 
though it was the moſt untunable and diſagreeable 
that poſſibly could be. So that when he intoned 
a Canticle, which pleaſed him very much and 
begins with this Verſe, They have deſpiſed all for 
the Love of. the Lord, the People could not for- 
bear Laughing both at his Manner of Singing, 
which was very Shocking, and becauſe the wicked 
Life he led agreed fo little with the Words he 
ſung. . 4 

„ ataging of this Verſe was the Signal a- 
greed upon by the Conſpirators, becauſe they 
were ſure that as ſoon as the Choir came to that 
Canticle, which was the Seventh, the Emperor 
could not forbear ſinging. In effect, as ſoon as 
they came to it he ſtood up, and fail'd not to in- 
tone with all the Strength of his loud rough Voice, 
They bave diſpiſed all for the Love of the Lord, 
upon which the Conſpirators ran ſtraight towards 
him with their naked Swords and Daggers, bur 
with ſo much Precipitation, that at firſt th 
miſtook for him the Maſter of the Choir, who 
ſtood near the Emperor, and a Cap on like his. 
But being made ſenſible of their Miſtake, they 
ran with the greateft Fury towards Leo, who had 
fled for Sanctuary to the great Altar, for which 
he thought they would have ſonis Reſpect; but 
his Hopes were vain, for they ſet upon him all 
together, and gave him ſo many Wounds, that 
they left him dead upon the Place. . 


Michael le Begue. 
I, E O was no ſooner dead, but the Conſpirators. 


I whoſe Number encreaſed continually, having 
ade themſelves Maſters of the Palace, went 


ſtraiglit to the Appartment of the Papias, whence 
a | they 
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they convey'd Michael to the great Hall of the 


Emperor's Appartment, and there, without giving 
themſelves the Leiſure to take off his Irons, where- 
of Leo had the Key, having placed him on the 
Throne they proclaim'd him Emperor, whilſt o- 
thers of their Party dragg*d Leo's ' torn Body to 
the great Place to let the People ſee, that they 
had nothing more to fear from him, but were to 
have another Maſter. In effect, they all acknow- 
ledg'd him immediately after. For Michael, with- 
out loſing even ſo much Time as to bathe him- 
ſelf or put off his dirty Cloaths, but contenting 
himſelf to have only his Irons ſtruck off with a 
Hammer, went towards Noon to St. Sophie, where 
Multitudes of People were aſſembled to ſee ſuch 
a ſurprizing Spectacle, and there received the im- 
erial Crown from the Hands of the Patriarch, 
and took Poſſeſſion of the Empire, not an Officer 
or noble Man daring to . it, though he was 
the moſt unworthy of it of any Man upon Earth. 
Monſieur Maimbourg gives the following Account 
of him. | | 


„ He was born, ſays he, at Amorium a ＋ own. 


<« of the upper Phrygia of mean Extraction, and 


« of Parents ſo Poor, that his Father was forced 


% to board him at a Village with a poor Fewifþ 


«© Woman, who beſides the Superſtitions of her 


«© Sect, taught him nothing but the Nature and 


« Proprieties of domeſtick Animals together with 
« the Manner how to bring them up. This was 


* 


c the only Thing he ever learnt, and was ſo de- 


lighted with, that he waß ꝓerpetually talking 
<« of it even when he was Emperor. As for any 
«« Thing elſe he was the moſt ignorant Man a- 
« live. For he could neither read nor write, not 


=. 


« even his own. Name, which likewiſe: he; could 
* not pronounce without ſtammering, :Whetce: 
3 ' ; : — 0 


he 
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t© he had the Surname of le Begue, that is, the 
% Stammerer. But the moſt brutal Quality he 
„ had was that when he was Emperor he could 
% not endure Men of Learning, or that any 
« Man ſhould apply himſelf to Arts and Sciences, 
&« for Fear they ſhould convince him of his Ig- 
„ norance, or undertake to oppoſe his wicked 
„ Extravagances in Matters of Religion Be- 
&« ſides this he was naturally of a moſt vicious 
«© Temper, and his Manners were as corrupt as 
« his Religion; being perfidious, ungrateful, 
<« cruel, given to Perjury, Debauchery, and 
« Drunkenneſs, and Covetous to an exorbitant 
«© Exceſs. The only good Quality he had was 
„ that he was a Man of Courage, bold in Un- 
« dertaking, and intrepid in Executing. 
This is Monſieur Maimbourg's Character of 
Michael le Begue, who in the Beginning conceal'd 
In ſome Meaſure his bad Qualities and Impiety 
in order to gain the Affection of the People by 
taking a different Courſe from that of Leo, who 
had render'd himſelf very odious particularly by 
his Cruelty to the Catholicks. For by his very 
firſt Edict he recall'd all thoſe, whom Leo had 
baniſh'd on the Score of Religion. He likewiſe 
obliged all the Catholick Biſhops to come to 
Conſtantinople, where he told them he ſhould be 
glad if they would aſſemble with the other Party 
te confer together about the Means of an Agree- 
ment. But they anſwer'd him, that according 
to the Scriptures and Canons it was not lawful 
for them to have any Commerce with Hereticks 
unleſs it were to correct and inſtru them, but 
not to confer with them upon equal Terms: For 
which Reaſon they begg'd humbly of him that 

no ſuch Aſſembly might be call'd. | 
ak Michael 
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Mit hael having given a favourable Anſwer to 
this Requeſt, and allow'd them a full Liberty to 
do as they pleaſed, they thought they had now a 
fair Opportunity put into their Hands to re-eſta- 
bliſh entirely the Practice of the Catholick Church 

in Honouring Images. Upon which going in a 
Body to him one of them made a very learned 
and — Diſcourſe upon thatSuhject. Michael 
liſten'd very peaceably to it, though he under- 
ſtood not a Word of what was ſaid. But they 
were not a little ſurprized to hear him give the 
following Anſwer. - Though T believe you have 
faid the fineſt and moſt . Things inthe World, 
1 don't think however that they regard me, who 
never was a Worſhipper of Images. I judge it 
therefore beſt for you and me to continue as we are. 
Hall change bing on either Side, but let every 
one do as he pleaſes. So that you may re-eſtabliſh 
. your Images if you think fitting, provided it be not 
in the imperial City, where I will not ſuffer any 
Alteration tv be made. Whereupon the Biſhops 
retired, thinking they had gain'd a conſiderable 
Point for the firſt Time. And ſo it was, if he 
had dealt ſincerely with them. But he only ſpoke 
fo to amuze the Catholicks, till he was deliver'd 
from a dangerous War, which he had upon his 
Hands. 

This was raifed againſt him by the Commander 
of a Legion in the Eaſt to revenge the barbarous 
Death of his Benefacter Leo, who had beſtow'd 
it upon him. As he had gain'd a great Credit 
in the Army, a conſiderable Part of it revolted 
in Favour of him, and he was very ſucceſsful at 
firſt, but was afterwards overthrown and entirel 
eruſh'd by him. After which Michael threw o 
the Maſk, and became as great an Enemy to | 
the' Church as any had been before him. For 

beſides 
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beſides that he rook Copronymus for his Pattern 
of Cruelty, he ſurpals'd — in Impiety in Main- 
taining numberleſs Extravagances; as that the 
Sabbath ought to be kept according to the Cu- 
ſtom of the Fews ; that there were neither Devils 
nor Prophets, nor Reſurrection; that Fornication 
was no Sin; that we ought always to Swear by 


God to cake ourſelves be believed, and num- 


berleſs ſuch other Impieties. Nay be proceeded 
even to that Phantaſtical Extra vagance as to main- 
tain that Judas, who betray'd Christ, was ſaved. 
And as to the Article of Images, he nor only 
revoked the Permiſſion he had given the Biſhops 
to re-eſtabliſh them every where but at Conſtan- 
tinople, but perſecured thoſe who honour'd them 


in a moſt cruel Manner, and particularly the 


Monks, againſt whom he declared open War 
after the Example of Copronymus. All the Biſhops 
and Abbots, whom he had recall'd, were likewiſe 


ſent back into Baniſhment. In a Word, he was 2 


no leſs cruel to Catholicks than any of his Iconc- 
claſt Predeceſſors had been before him, and he 
would even have his Son Theophilus, whom he 
had taken for his Collegue in the Empire, make 
his Apprenticeſhip of Cruelty by Charging him to 
torture Eutbhymius the holy Biſhop of Sardis, vill 
he ſhould die of his Torments. 

In the mean Time the Saracens of Spain, who 
were extremely multiplied, and ſought for;Coun- 
tries to tranſport Colonies to, finding the Ifle of 
Crete almoſt abandon'd during the civil War, 
eaſily made themſelves Maſters of it. Nay they 
defeated two of MicheaPs Armies, which he had 
ſent to retake it, and built in it a conſiderable 
Town, which they call'd Candix, from whence 
the whole Iſland has ſince taken the Name of 
OO which being a long Time after taken 

from 
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from the Turks fell again unhappily into their 
Hands not many Years ago. | 

This Blow affected Michael very ſenſibly ; for 
he fear'd it might draw Enemies upon him from 
the Feſt, and therefore judg'd it neceſſary to 
amſue the Pope, and renew his Alliance with 
the King of France: For which End he ſent Em- 
baſſadors to both with Letters, wherein he gave 
a very unfair Account of his ill Treatment of the 
Catholicks; pretending that he had only forbid 
them ſome ſuperſtitious Abuſes: As to the King 
of France he accepted of the Alliance offer'd him, 
and ſent two Biſhops with Michael's Embaſſadors 
to conduct them ro Rome. But the Pope would 
not ſo much as ſuffer them to make any Stay 
there; becauſe he plainly ſaw Michael's Infincerity, 
.and that he had ſent them for.no other End than 
to impoſe upon him by Diſguiſing his true Senti- 
ments, and wicked Diſpoſitions, which appear'd 
but too plainly in his Actions. pt 
In Effect, whilſt this deceitful Prince was en- 
deavouring to put a Cheat upon the Pope by 
falſe Repreſentations made of Matters by his Em- 
baſſadors, he carried on his Perſecution againſt 
Catholicks with as much Violence as ever, and 
continued in their Baniſnment the moſt zealous 
Defenders of the Faith. Amongſt others the 
moſt admirable Theodore the Studite, whom God 
had oppoſed as a ſtrong Bulwark againſt the furious 
Attacks of the [conoclaſs Emperors went that 
Year to receive in Heaven the Crown of his glo- 
rious Combats for the Church. He died in the 
Ifland Calcite on the 11th of November An. 826. 
in the 67th Year ot his Age, having inſerted in 
his Will, which is wholly Spiritual his Profeſſion 
of Faith, wherein he declares that he 'embraces 
with his whole Heart the Doctrine of 7 
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firſt general Councils, and in particular that re- 
lating to Images, and the Interceſſion and Reliques 
of Saints, all which were oppoſed by the 7cono- 
claſts. But God himſelf was pleaſed to declare 
his Sanctity by a Miracle. For his Body being 
taken up eighteen Years after his Death was found 
hot only uncorrupt, but yielding an agreeable 
Smell. After which it was carried barefaced on a 
Bier magnificently dreſs'd up as on a Chair of 


Triumph to the Monaſtery of Studius attended 


by the Patriarch, and the whole Court, who 
went out to meet it with lighted Torches in their 
Hands. 

The Year after the Body of the holy Patriarch 
Nicephorus being alſo found uncorrupt after it 
had laid 'eighteen Years buried in the Iſland, 
where he died in the fourteenth Year of his Ba- 
niſhment, received ſtill greater Honours. For it 
was carried by Patricians follow'd by the young 
Emperor to St. Sophie: Whence it was tranſlated 
with all ſort of Magnificence to the ſtately Mo- 
nument prepared for it by the Patriarch Methodius . 
in the Church of the Apoſtles near the Tombs 
of the Emperors. And truly no Honours were 
too great for a Perſon, who with an eminent 
Sanctity and glorious Confeſſion join'd a profound 
Learning, which he conſtantly employ'd againſt 
the Jconoclaſts, whom he attack'd by Word of 
Mouth and Writing to his very Death, which 
happen'd in the one and ſeventieth Year of his 
Age by a kind of Martyrdom in his Place of 
Baniſhment, whence the Emperor Michael never 
would recall him even when he recalPd many 
other Monks. 1460 ot to 

Twas thus that Michael got rid of theſe two 
great Men, whoſe Courage and Virtue were in- 


at 
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at that Time became notoriouſly Scandalous by a 
Sacrilege, which loſt him whatever the Greeks 
were ſtill Maſters of in the VWeſt. For his Empreſs 
being dead he fell deſperately in Love with a 
Religious call Euphrojine, and ſaid to be the 
Daughter of Conſtantin and Irene: And to faci- 
litate the Matter he got himſelf to be entreated 
by the Patricians and Senators to marry again, 
upon the ridiculous Pretence, that it was not 
decent that the Wives of thoſe who had a Maſter 
ſhould be without a Miſtreſs. However that be, 
he ſcrupled not either at the Sacrilege or Scandal 
it would give, but married the Princeſs, who in 
all Likelihood was not unwilling to exchange 
her Veil for an imperial Crown. But he ſoon 
found that the Sin of a wicked Man is often per- 
mitted by the divine Juſtice to become the Inſtru- 
ment of it's own Puniſhment. Andr 
For one Eupbemius, who commanded a Com- 
any in Sicily being encouraged by the Emperor's 
xample to ſatisfy his brutal Paſſion, forced a 
Religious out of her Monaſtery in the Town, 
where he was in Garriſon. But her Brothers went 
themſelves to the Emperor to complain of the 
Violence offer'd to their Siſter, and demand Juſtice 
of him. The Emperor, who ſaw the Black- 
neſs of the Crime in another, which the Violence 
of his Paſſion would not ſuffer him to ſee in him- 
ſelf, ſent: Orders to the Governor ot _— to 
inform himſelf exactly of the Truth of the Fact, 
and if the Captain was found guilty, to cut off 
his Noſe firſt, and then puniſh him according to 
the utmoſt Rigour of the Law. Eupbemius, who 
had timely Notice of it, having the Soldiers of 
his Company for him, and ſeveral other Officers 
to ſtand by him, eafily beat back the Men, whom 
the Governor had ſent to take him. Then 'paF- 
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ſing over into Africa promiſed the Emire of the 
Saracens to deliver up Sicily to him by Means 
of the Intelligence and ſtrong Party he had there, 
if he would aſſiſt him with all his Forces to make 
him Emperor. | 

The Emire faiPd not to lay hold of ſo fair an 
Occaſion of Enlarging the Empire of the Sara- 
cens, For he paſs'd over immediately . with a 
powerful Army into Sicily, where the Governor 
not having Forces enough to oppoſe him, and 


Eupbemiuss Party declaring openly for him, moſt 


of the Towns open'd their Gates to prevent their 
being taken by Force and demoliſh'd by the 
Saracens, and proclaim'd Euphemius Emperor. 


But he enjoy d not long his imaginary Empires. 
For being advanced ſome Paces before his Armyy, 


which he commanded to halt, whilſt he was exhort- 
ing the Syracu/ans, who appear'd in Arms upon 
the Walls to ſurrender themſelves, two valiant 
Men, who could not bear to fee this Traytor 
to deliver up unpuniſh'd to Infidels ſo beautiful 
a Part of the Empire, came out of the Town 
and made up to him as if they came to ſalute 
him Emperor in the Name of their Fellow- 
Citizens, But in the very Inſtant that this un- 
happy Uſurper was bowing down to receive 
them, one ot them, who was upon his Knees, 
catching faſt hold of him by the Hair of his 
Head, the other ſtruck it off with his Sword, 
and ſo deprived him both of Empire and Life. 
They could not however drive away the Saracens, 
to whom both Syracuſa and molt of the other 
Towns were forced to ſubmit. After which paſ- 
ling over into {taly they made themſelves Maſters 
of the greateſt Part of what the Greeks ſtill had 
in Calabria and the Pouille. The maritime Places 


alſd of Dalmatia ſeeing thoſe Wretches ſo ſhame- 
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fully driven out of [taly, threw off the Yoke of 
the Empire, and ſet themſelves at Liberty. So 


that the. Greeks, whom the Hereſy of the [cone - 


claſts had deprived of the Exarchate of Ravenna, 
the Towns of Pentapolis and Rome itſelf together 
with the Title of the Empire of the Veſt, loſt 
now alſo through the Impiety of an Tconoclaſt 
Emperor the Dominions, they had till then re- 
tain'd, 

This Emperor having thus drawn on himſelf 
by his Sacrilege and Impiety the juſt Vengeance 
of Heaven died of a Flux at. Canſtantinopie on 
the firſt of October An. 826. being cover'd with 
Infamy, oppreſs'd with interiour Anguiſh, and 
Joaden with the Curſes of his Subjects for hav- 
ing in ſo ſhort a Time loſt the Iſland of Candia, 
moſt Part of the Cyclades, Sicily, Calabria the 
Pouille and Dalmatia, and deprived his Succeflors 
together with thoſe Provinces of all Hopes of 
ever Re-eſtabliſhing their Empire in the Yet. 


T beophilus. 


ICHAEL being dead his Son Theophilu: 

remain'd ſole Emperor, and the firſt Thing 
he did was to call to a ſevere Account the Aſſaſ- 
ſins of Leo. For though his Father Michael was 
owing to them for the Empire, he look*d upon 
it as a dangerous Precedent to let the Murderers of 
a Prince eſcape unpuniſh'd ; who were therefore 
all condemn'd to loſe their Heads, After that 
he ſent the Empreſs Euphreſine back to her Mo- 
naſtery to do Penance tor the Sacrilege ſhe had 
committed in Violating ber ſolemn Vows. Which 
two Acts of Juſtice gain'd him very much the 
Eſteem and Applauſe of the People. © * 
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The next Thing he had to do was to look out 
ſor an Empreſs to ſupply her Place: And in this 
he conſulted not State Politicks, as Princes uſually 
do, but acted rather like a private Man, who 
ſeeks to have one, whoſe Humour and Perſon 
will make her an agreeable domeſtick Companion. 
I ſhall give the Reader a full Account of the Me- 
thod he took, both becauſe the Story is curious, 
and becauſe the Perſon whom Providence directed 
him to and deſign'd for the Deſtroyer of Iconoclaſim, 
will make a conſiderable Figure in the remaining 
Part of this Hiſtory. 

He took a Liſt of thoſe amongſt the Nobility, 
who were eſteem'd the moſt celebrated Beauties, 
and aſſembled them all together in the great 
Room call'd the Pearl,; where holding a golden 
Apple in his Hand which he deſign'd to preſent 
to the Perſon, whom he ſhould make Choice of 
for his Spouſe; as he was conſidering them one. 
after another, and in his Walk came near a Lady 
of Quality, calld Icaſia, who beſides an uncom- 
mon Wit was that ſort of Beauty, which makes 
an Impreſſion at firſt Sight, he found himſelf 
immediately affected with it, and ſtopp'd ſuddenly, 
as if he had been fix'd by ſome irreſiſtable Charm. 
Then looking upon her with a certain amorous 
Smile; it muſt be granted Madam, ſaid he, that 
Women are dangerous Creatures, ſince on? ſingle 
Woman has been the Cauſe of all our Evils, To 


which the fair /caſia anſwer'd upon the Spot, 


but Sir, has not a Woman been alſo to us the Cauſe 
of all Good? This Anſwer in which however 
there appears nothing that is Shocking, loſt her 
the Empire. For whether he thought it was too 
pertan Anſwer in a young Lady at the firſt Sight 
of a Lover, or was afraid to marry one that ſet 
up for a Wit as well as Beauty, with which ſhe 
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might prove troubleſome to him, as it ſometimes 


happens, whatever his Reaſon was, having ſtood 
penſive for ſome Moments, he took his Reſo- 
' Jution all at once, and paſſing briſkly forward 
without hazarding to caſt his Eyes again upon 
her, he went ſtraight to another beautiful Perſon 
call'd Theodora, to whom he preſented the Apple 
and Empire, of which Tcafia had deprived her. 
ſelf by ſhewing her Wit unſeaſonably. 3, 2 
This Theodora was the Daughter of Marin and 
Theoctiſta, both of the chief Nohility of Paphla- 
gonia, who had always been ſteady in the Profeſſion 
of the Catholick Faith, and Practice of ſolid 
Chriſtian Piety; which Theodora cultivated in 
her Heart, though whilſt Theophilus was alive ſhe 
was forced to conceal it for a greater good; yet 
ſo as to do nothing contrary to the Principles of 
her Religion. Her Marriage was ſolemnized with 
extraordinary Pomp, and the Emperor, who had 
a ſtrange Mixture of good Qualities and the worſt 
of Vices, as will appear hereafter, to gain ſtill 
more and more the Affection of the People, and 
the Character of a Prince that loved Juſtice and 
the publick Good, continued to do Things, which 
have few Examples even in Princes, whom thoſe 
two Virtues have render'd famous in Hiſtory. For 
beſides that he took great Care that his Officers 
did ſtrict Juſtice to every Body, he ſet aſide one 
Day in the Week to ride as ſlowly as he could 

dite croſs the Town, on Purpoſe to give free 
Acceſs to all ſuch as had any Complaints to make, 
and fail'd not to do them Juſtice out of Hand 
without Regard to Perſons; in ſo much that 
having heard a ſecond Time the Complaints of a 
Widow, that Patronas the Empreſs's Brother con- 
_ finued contrary to Law to build a great Palace fo 
near to her Houſe, as to ſpoil entirely the Proſ- 
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| pet of it, he cauſed him though his own Brother 


in Law to be ſeverely chaſtiſed in his Preſence, 
and commanded the Palace to be immediately 
demoliſh'd, and the Ground and Materials to be 
given to the Widow. | 

He did not even ſpare the Empreſs herſelf on 
a certain Occaſion, in which he ſhew'd that he 
1 the publick Good before the private 


Intereſt of a Perſon ſo dear to him. For as he 


was one Day looking out of the Window of his 
Palace, and ſaw a very fine Ship, which appear'd 
to be extremely loaden entring the Port, he had 
the Curioſity to go himſelf to ſee who it was for : 
And being told that it belong'd to the Empreſs, 
for whom it was loaden with all ſorts of rich 
Merchandizes, which were to be fold at Conſtan- 
tinopie for her Profit, he order'd all the Seamen 
to come out with the Goods belonging to them, 
and then commanded Fire to be ſet to the Ship, 
notwithſtanding the extreme Mortification it gave 
to the Empreſs, whom he reprimanded ſeverely, 
and reproach'd, that whereas God had made him 
an Emperor, ſhe would make a Merchant of 
him: Adding that to trafick was the Privilege 
and Property of Subjects, who had no other 
Means to ſubſiſt and make themſelves eaſy. He 


alſo took a peculiar Care to keep the common 


People from being oppreſs'd by the Avarice of 


thoſe, who uſed to ſet an exceſſive Price upon 


Things, or put off ſophiſticated Goods. For 
which End he went himſelf with his Guards about 
him to the Markets to fee whether the Magiſtrates 


did their Duty, and every Thing were done ac- . 


cording to the Order he had eſtabliſh'd. 

Who would not think a People happy under 
ſuck an Emperor? And ſo they would have been, 
if his good Qualities had not been even more 

it | H 4. than 
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than counterballanced by his Vices, which were 
enormous to an exceſſive Degree. For he was 
Cholerick even to a Fury, Revengeful, and Suſ- 
picious: In ſo much that he gave Credit to the 

. moſt groundleſs Accuſations that Malice could 
invent even of the greateſt Men of the Empire, 
who. had ſerved him with the utmoſt Fidelity : 
And his Suſpicions though never ſo groundleſs 
were the conſtant Forerunners of. ſome cruel Or- 
ders. He even had the Weakneſs or rather 
Wickedneſs to conſult Magicians, the chief and 
moſt impious of which he raiſed to the patriarchal 
See. And as to his Religion he was fo violent an 
Iconoclaſt, that, to expreſs all in one Word, he 
ſurpaſs'd all his Predeceſſors in Cruelty to Catho- 
licks, whom he never ſuffer'd to enjoy any Repoſe 
during the whole Time of his Reign. | 
Amongſt other Means of his own Invention to 
deſtroy Catholicks, he gave expreſs Charge to 
the Gatherers of the Taxes: in the Provinces to 

_ oblige the People when they came to pay their 
Taxes to declare that they renounced Images; 
and in Caſe of Refuſal to put them in Priſon as 
if they had not paid. Which was the Occaſion 
that many renounced their Religion in Appea- 
rance to ſcreen themſelves from ſuch a grievous 
Vexation. Beſides this, whereas his Predeceſſor 
had left the Pictures of Saints for Ornament, for- 
bidding only to have them honour'd with the 
Title of Saints, which he ſaid belong'd ro God 
alone, Theophilus on the contrary not only com- 
manded all holy Pictures to be deſtroy'd, but 
raiſed a molt cruel Perſecution againſt all Painters, 
whom he threaten'd to puniſh with Death, if they 

. refuſed to ſhew their Abhorrence of ſuch Pictures 
by ſpitting and trampling upon.them':: On Occa- 
ſion whereof the illuſtrious Cohfeſſion of a holy 
c x H os Religious 
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Religious call'd Lazarus who was an excellent 


as Painter, deſerves the Admiration of all Man- 
. kind. Je | 1 


ie | Theophilus having in vain tried all Ways poſſible 
Id to gain him by Promiſes and Careſſes, commanded 
. b him to be Whipt ſo cruelly, that every Body ex- 
2 pected he would die of it. But the Tyrant un- 
is derſtanding ſome Time after that he was recover'd 
r- of the deſperate Condition he had been in, and 
er continued Painting as before, fell into ſuch a 
d Rage to ſee himſelf overcome, that he cauſed 
al Plates of burning Iron to be clapt to the Palms 
in of his Hands till the Fleſh heing conſumed almoſt 
1e to the Bones he fainted away with the Violence 
o- of the Pain, and laid ſtreatch'd on the Ground 
ſe without any Sign of Life. So that Theophilus 
being told that he was on the Point of Expiring 
to made no Difficulty of yielding to the Empreſs's 
to Requeſt to have him given up to her as one, 
o who though he ſhould live, would never have 
ir the Uſe of his Hands. However he recover'd 
„ as before, and being kept conceal'd in a Church 
as of St. Jobn Baptiſt he found Means to uſe his 
In Hands, burnt as they were, in Drawing the Pi- 
a- Citure of that Saint, which was render'd famous 
us by the Miracles reported to have been wrought 
or by it. But this is very certain, that this admira- 
r ble Painter, who ſurvived Theophilus, employ'd 
ne the reſt of his Life in Repairing the Deſtruction 
bd of Pictures cauſed by that Tyrant, and drew a 
n- very excellent one of our Saviour, which was put 
ut over the brazen Gate in the Room of that, which 
8. Leo the Armenian had cauſed to be pulPd down. 
However we mult not imagine that the Em- 
es preſs, though ſhe ſaved the Life of this Saint, 
a- made publickly Profeſſion of honouring Images, 
ly which the Emperor would not have ſuffer'd, * 
us 2 a g f 2 
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ſhe thought herſelf under no Obligation of Pra- 
Ciiſing in Publick, but contented herſelf to do it 
in private. This occaſions the relating a very 
eaſant Story of her. There was at Court a 
ool call'd Dandery, who diverted the Emperor 
by ſaying and doing Things out of the Way. 
This Fool, who had the Liberty to go where- 
ever he pleaſed, came one Day bolting into the 
Empreſs's Cloſet, whilſt ſhe was at her Prayers 
before ſeveral pious Images, which ſhe kept Se- 
cretly in her private Oratory, and being aſk'd by 
the Fool what they were, ſhe ſomewhat ſtartled 
at the Queſtion anſwer'd they were the Babies of 
her little Daughters. Dandery going ſoon after, 
as he uſed to do, to the Emperor's Dinner, and 
being aſk'd from whence he came, told the Em- 
ror he had been with Mama (for ſo he call'd the 
mpreſs) and ſeen. the prettieſt Babies in the 
World, The Emperor not doubting but they 
were Images, which the Empreſs kept privately, 
ſtarted up from the Table, and went ſtraght to 
her Appartment, where in the firſt Tranſport of 
his Fury he treated her with all the bad Language 
his Paſſion ſuggeſted to him. But the Empreſs 
who put on a Smile, and ſeem'd to take a Plea- 
fure to hear him vent the Fire of his Paſſion, 
burſt out at Length into a violent Laughter and 
faid: What, Sir, bave you ſuffer d yourſelf to be 
impoſed upon by a Fool, who ſeeing me in the Look- 
ing Glaſs in the Midſt of my Maids took our Pictures 
in the Glaſs for real Images, which gave us no 
ſmall Diverſion. This Anſwer appeaſed the Em- 
peror, who finding the Story pleaſant, and not 
unlike to Dandery's uſual Miſtakes could not for- 
bear Laughing himſelf, and ſo went back to his 
Dinner . | Lo OY | 
He 
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He continued however to perſecute the Catho- 
licks with the utmoſt Fury, particularly the Monks, 
- who were driven out of their Monaſteries, and 
all were ſtrictly forbid to give them any Harbour 
or Relief: So that many of them being forced to 
wander up and down in deſert Places died with 
Hunger and other Hardſhips ; and though ſome, 
whether overcome with the Greatneſs of their 
Sufferings or weary of their Profeſſion threw off 
their Habits and return*d to the World, others 
had the Generoſity to go in a Body to the Em- 

ror, and reproach him to his Face with his 
Cruelty z which Liberty procured them a glorious 
Martyrdom. For being condemn*d to be moſt 
inhumanly ſcourged, they all died of their Wounds, 
whilſt they were upon their Way to Baniſhment, 
and God honour'd their illuſtrious Victory by the 
Incorruptibleneſs of their Bodies, which though 
thrown by their Executioners into a filthy Sink 
remain*d notwithſtanding incorrupt in the midſt 
of Corruption, 

But the moſt fatal Blow the Emperor gave to 
the Church of | Conſtantinople was his Depriving 
her of the illuſtrious Methodius, and raiſing to- 
the patriarchal Ste the moſt wicked Man of the 
Empire. This was one deeply read in the black 
Art call'd Jobn, Who to cover his Impiety had 
taken the Habit of a Monk. But as he was a 
Man of Wit and Learning he gain'd fo effectually 
the Eſteem of the former Emperor Michael, that 
he made him his Son Theophilus's Maſter, whom 
together with the Sciences he taught him, he 
inſpired with the damnable Curioſity of Prying 
by the Spells of :Art-magick into future Events. 
In Effect, this wicked Wretch, who was Theophi- 
lus's great Confident and Oracle, and whom he 
raiſed to the patriarchal Throne, had built 1 

2 ouſe 
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Houſe at ſome Diftance from the Town, where 


in ſubterraneous Appartments he offer'd' his. abo- 
minable Sacrifices to the Devil, and practiſed his 
magical Enchantments, by Means whereof he 
raiſed Spirits, either to learn of them Things to 
come, or exerciſe his Malice upon Bodies. Thither 
he often brought Theophilus, ſometimes to ſatisfy. 
his Curioſity, and ſometimes to procure him the 
Means to get rid of his Enemies by magical 
Spells. Thither alſo he decoy'd Women of all 
Sorts of Conditions under Pretence of Diſcovering 
to them the Secrets they deſired to know, and 
there glutted with them his brutal Luſt, which 
they could not reſiſt, when they had once put 
themſelves under his and the Devil's Power. 

This was the Man, whom Theophilus made 
Patriarch of Conſtantinople, and who employ'd 
his utmoſt Power and Malice ta deſtroy Catho- 
licks, and ſet up Tconoclaſm. But what facilitated. 
his ſo Doing was, that Theophilus had ſometime 
before baniſh'd Methodius from Conſtantinople, 
whom upon theLoſs of a conſiderable Battel, which 
he fought againſt the Saracens, he treated moſt 
barbarouſly under Pretence, that Methodius being 
the great Abetter and Support of Idolatry in 
Worſhipping of Images was the chief Occaſion 
of all the Misfortunes that befell the Empire. 
For which having firſt made a Man break all his 
Teeth, he cauſed him to be, as it were, buried 
alive with two Thieves in a Grotto deſtined for a 
Sepulchre, where a Fiſherman had Orders to 
bring him daily ſome miſerable Scraps to keep 
him juſt alive, and make him ſuffer a long Death 
in this ſort of Sepulchre, where one of the Thieves 
Dying, the intollerable ſtench of his Body became 
an additional Torment, and turn'd the. Grotto 
into a real Sepulchre, in which the Saint as 
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for almoſt ſeven Years, till Theophilus finding no 
Man fo capable, as he was, to explain the Difficul- 
ties he met with in Authors, in the Reading of 
Which he took great Delight, order'd him to be 
releaſed, and even kept him by him in his Palace 
to conſult him the more commodiouſly : Which 
.* however -occaſion'd no Abatement of the Perſe- 
cution ; particularly after he had the Happineſs 
* to have a Son born, and a proſperous Campain 
againſt the Saracens; all which he attribured to 
his Zeal againſt Idolatry. | Bo 
Till then his Empreſs had brought him no 
| Son, and he deſired paſſionately to have one to 
ſucceed him in the Empire, as he had been pro- 
miſed by his Patriarch the Magician, and an old 
* Enchantreſs, whom according to his abominable 
Cuſtom he had conſulted to know, who ſhould 
be his Succeſſor. But the ſame Enchantreſs had 
foretold that the Son, who ſhould ſucceed him, 
would re-eſtabliſh the Worſhip of Images. How- 
ever he was ſo tranſported with Joy at the Birth 
of a Son, whom he call'd Michael, and crown'd 
with his own Hands, that he was not much con- 
cern'd about the ſecond Part of the Prediction, 
flattering himſelf that he ſhould find Means to 
hinder the Accompliſhment of it. For which 
End he often made Theoctiſtus his prime Miniſter 
and the Empreſs Theodora ſwear with the moſt 
horrible Imprecations, that if he ſhould die before | 
his Son was of Age to govern, they would never 

ſuffer the Worſhip of Idols to be re-eſtabliſh'd : 
Which Theodora could ſafely ſwear, becauſe the 

Images of Chriſt and his Saints are no Idols. 

Bur beſides the Happineſs of having a Son he 
gain'd that Year a great Bartel againſt the Sara- 
cens, from whom atter the Defeat of their Army 
he took the Towns of Samoſate and Saſopatra in 

"It Syria 
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Syria, and demoliſh'd, them entirely; notwith- 


ſtanding the earneſt. Engreaties of the Calif 
Amerumnas (whoſe Country they were) to have 


them ſpared in . Conſideration of him: Which 
Diſregard to Amerumnas coſt Theophilus his Crown = 
and Life, as we ſhall ſee immediately. However 


he enter'd Confantinople in Triumpb, and was 


there received by all. the Orders with the greateſt 


Demonſtrations of Eſteem and Joy. So that be- 
ing now victorious abroad and Maſter at Home, 
he thought himſelf in a+ Condition to deſtroy 
Catholicks without any Fear of Oppoſition. But 
as Jeſus Chriſt calm'd in a Moment the Winds 
and Seas, when they were juſt ready to ſwallow 
the Veſſel, in which he was with his Diſciples, ſo 

when all Things ſeem'd to be deſperate, and 
Religion was threaten'd with ſuch a violent Storm 
of Perſecution, that it's Ruin appear'd to be 


unavoidable, God calm'd on a ſudden theſe Winds 


and Storms, and reſtored a ſolid Peace and Tran- 
quillity in the Church by the entire Deſtruction 
of Tconoelaſm, which ended with the Life of this 
Emperor. | e 

For whilſt he thought of nothing but enjoying 
the Fruits of his Victory, Amerumnas, who re- 
ſented highly the Affront he had received the 


Year before, was reſolved either to periſh, or : 


revenge himſelf by the utter Deſtruction of Amo- 
rium, which being the Town where Theopbilus's 
Father was born, he regarded as his own Coun- 
try. Amerumnas therefore advanced towards Cap- 
pꝓadocia and Phrygia with a formidable Army of 
the choiceſt Men of his whole Empire; who all had 
Amorium written upon their Bucklars to ſignify 
that their Deſign was to ſactifice that Town to 
the Revenge of theit Maſter. Upon the News 
whereof, the Emperor having gather'd together 


all 


ſuccour of the Town, that he came time enough 
to throw a conſiderable Part of them into it, to- 

ther with - forty Men of Rank, who were the 
braveſt of his Officers, and reſolved to defend it 


to the laſt. But the Calif's Son, who came be- 


fore his Father at the Head of the greateſt Part of 


his Army, having overtaken him in his Retreat o- 


bliged him to come to a Battel, in which the Em- 


pero's Army y extremely weaken'd by the Succour 


had thrown into Amorium, was entirely defeated 
and almoſt all cut to Pieces: The Emperor him- 


ſeblf eſcaping narrowly with a few Men about him 


by the Favour of the Night. 
After this Victory Amerumnas joining his Forces 
with his Son's victorious Army laid Siege to Amo- 
rium, which defended itſelf ſo bravely, that the 


Saracens were upon the Point of raiſing the Siege, 


when the Town was taken by the Treachery of 
2 Deſerter, who diſcover'd to the Beſiegers a ſe- 


cret Place, by which it was ſurprized. The Re- 


venge, which Amerumnas took on this Occaſion 
is without Example. For after having either maſ- 
ſacred without Mercy, or made Slaves without 
Exception of Perſons of all that were found in 
the Town whether Inhabitants or Strangers, he 

t Fire to all Parts of it, and deſtroy'd ſo entirely 
A the Buildings whether ſacred or prophane, 
that of one of the moſt beautiful Towns of the 


Eaſt, there remain'd nothing but a frightful Heap 


of Ruins and Aſhes. After which the revengeful 
Amerumnas inſulted over the Embaſſadors ſent by 
Theophilus to offer an exceſſive Sum of Money for 
the Ranſom of che forty Officers, ſome of which 
were the Emperor's own Relations, and bid them 
go tell their Maſter what they had ſeen at Amorium, 

en State eee it to in CI 
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all his Forces: march'd with ſuch Diligence to the 


| 


noun rn bon EO © li —— 


——ů— — — 


"OO — 2 — 


bed Mc. 


..... ͤ : — TS PT —— 7˙ EE ESD EE = 
2 — — —ͤ—ũ—ÿuůç— — — -‚[ñEZV— —„—- — — —ͤ—— — — —— — a — — 
—. ' . 5 . K : — 


112 Theophilus. 
of him. Then all thoſe brave Officers had their 
Heads cut off, and died Martyrs both of Loyalty 
And Religion by refuſing to ſave their Lives, as 
the Calif offer'd them, by renouncing Jeſus Cbriſt. 

- [Aﬀeer this terrible Blow the unhappy Theophilus 
returning to Conſtantinople - overwhelm'd with 

Contuſion fell into ſo deep a Melancholy, that he 
Would neither eat nor drink, and 'twas with a 
great Deal of Trouble that they got him to take 
a little Nouriſnment, and drink a little Snow- 
Water, for he refuſed to take any other Drink. 
But what threw him into the utmoſt Deſpair was, 
that having a violent Paſſion to be revenged of 
the Saracens in the next Campain, and for that 
End ſent into France to demand Succours, he had 
News brought him, that his Embaſſador fell ſick 
and died upon the Way : -So that as the Year 
was already conſiderably advanced, he plainly 
ſaw Succours could not come Time enough from 
ſo-great a Diſtance : Which encreaſed his Melan- 
choly to ſuch a Degree, that it threw - him into 
a violent Sickneſs, which by the Snow-waters, 
that had corrupted his Bowels turn'd into a F lux, 
11 put an End to his Life. 


Michael and Theodora. 


3 PON the Death of this Emperor, Theoffiſtus 

the Chancellor and Manuel General of the 
Army, whom Theophilus had appointed to take 
Care of the young Emperor's Education, and aſſiſt 
Theodora with their Counſel, conducted them both 
with great Pomp to the Hippodrome, or. great 
Place, which faces the Palace, and there Michael, 
who was but four Tears old, was proclaim d 
Emperor, and his Mother 7 beodora Empreſs and 


_ were obliged to ſwear: ſolemnly, that they 
| would 


Michael and Theodora. 113 


would hazard their Lives in Defence of their 


Right to the imperial Crown. 

Theodora, who had always been a ſound Ca- 
tholick, though ſhe had upon prudential Motives 
conceal'd her honouring of Images, ſeeing herſelf 
abſolute Miſtreſs, thought ſeriouſly of Re-eſta- 
bliſhing the ancient Worſhip. Bur as ſhe was no 


leſs diſcreet than zealous, and knew that many 


even of the Nobility were become Jconoclaſts in 
the three preceding Reigns of Leo, Michael, and 
Theophilus, ſhe was ſenſible that it was not to 
be undertaken but with the greateſt Caution: And 
therefore judg'd it Neceſſary to take the Advice 
of her two chief Counſellors Theoctiſius and Manuel, 
to whom ſhe propoſed the Matter in a private 
Conference without the leaſt Intimation of her 
own Mind, that they might have full Liberty to 
give their Judgment in a Matter of that Impor- 
tance. They did ſo, but differ'd in their Opinions. 
For Sheoctiſtus was for Re-eſtabliſhing the ancient 


_ Worſhip, whatever Difficulties they ſhould meet 


with notwithſtanding. But Manuel, who fear'd 
the . of drawing upon them the Diſ- 
pleaſure of ſo many of the Nobility, thought it 
more adviſable to leave Things as they were. 
For which Reaſon the Empreſs fearing moreover 
to encreaſe the Number of Enemies by ha vin 

alſo Manuel and his whole Army againſt her, if 
ſhe ſhould join openly with TheoBiſtus, came to 
no Reſolution, bur left the Thing undecided in 
Hopes, that ſome providential Turn might ren- 


der Manuel more favourable to her, as in effect 


it happen'd not long after. 
For Almighty God, to whom the good Inten- 


tions of this pious. Princeſs were highly pleaſing, 
wrought one of thoſg Wonders of his infinite 
Power in the entire Change of Manuel's former 
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Diſpoſition. For this General ſoon after the pri- 


vate Conference falling ſick of a Diſtemper, 
which his Phyſicians were utter Strangers to, and 
being reduced to the laſt Extremity, fo that his 


Life was deſpair'd of, ſome of the Diſciples of 


the famous Theodore the Srudite came to him, and 

ave him a poſitive Aſſurance of a ſpeedy Reco- 
very, provided he would promiſe to employ his 
utmoſt Power and Credit for the Re-eſtabliſhment 
of the Church's ancient Worſhip in Honouring 
bf Images. Manuel accepting with his whole 
Heart fo eaſy a Condition began immediately to 
recover, and in a ſhort Time was in a Condition 
to go abroad, and acquaint the Emprefs with 
what had happen'd, as likewiſe his Reſolution to 
join heartily with Theo#iftus in Promoting the an- 
ctent Devotion to Images. The Empreſs, though 
agreeably ſurprized at this unexpected Change, did 
not at al! applaud it; but, to engage him ſtill the 
more, by a counterfeit Refiftance, anſwer'd him 
very coldly, that it was her Opinion, that all 


Thoughts of that Affair ought to be hid aſide; 
for that upon mature Conſideration ſhe was con- 


vinced they ſhould meet with Difficulties not to 
be overcome; as himſelf had very wiſely Judg'd 
before his Sicknefs. To which Manuel reply d, 
that he was tow 'of another Mind ; and that hav- 
ing God of his Side as he was fure he had, he 
fear'd nothing. Beſides that being Maſter of the 
Army, he could not think that any one would 
date to attempt an Inſurrection, when he had 
once dectared himſelf. The Empreſs however 

rſiſting in her pretended Oppoſition, and ob- 


ſecting againſt it the Blemiſh it would caſt upon the 
Memory of the deceag?d Emperor her Huſband, 
for whom fhe always had the greateſt Reſpect, 
the good Mirnuel loſt all Patience, and falling 
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into a violent Paſſion threaten'd her with the Ven- 
geance of God, who (ſaid he to the Empreſs) will 
puniſh you and your Son with: the Loſs both 
of Life and Empire, if you refuſe to obey his 
Will, which I have manifeſted' to you hy ſo clear 
a Token. i 

This fully convinced the Empreſs, that Ma. 
nuel was in earneſt. She therefore diſſombled no 
longer, but open'd her Heart freely to him, and 
aſſured him it was what of all Things in the World 
ſhe deſired moſt. Beſides that her Mother Theo- 
Hiſta, her Uncles and Brothers, who were of the 
patriciah Order, ini portuned her continually to 
it. But ſſie gave bim at the ſame to underſtand, 
that · it ought to he brought about by peaceable 
Means, and without Noiſe or Violence: In effect 
ſhe! manag' d the Matter ſo dexterouſly, that it 
ſueceedoch according to her Wiſhes. be 

She knew that amongſt che Head: Officers of 
the Empire ſome had made an outward Profeſſion 
of Jconoclaſin either out of Fear or Ambition, 
thodugh-they continued Catholielts in thelr Hxarts; 
and that others were not in their Hearts at- 
tach d) to any particular Religion, but were 
indifferent to all, and ready to conform to any? 
according as Circumſtances ſfiould determine them. 
With theſe the Empreſs treated ſeparately in pri- 
vate Conference; and by Opening herſelf freely! 
to them which they ab took as a Mark! of par- 
tieulan Eſteem and Confidence, | ſhe gainꝰd them 
ſo · entirely, thats ſhe was ſecure of having them 
upoii all Oecaſiotis in her Iatereſt. 
Aſter this- ſhe» made the: Chancellor Theoi/tns 
call a general Aſſembly, in which beſides the 
Perſons naw mentiomd were: preſem theEmperor's 
Council, i the Senate and-principal'Magiſtrates*of 
Gonftapiinople ; as likewiite the Rithops rhe Abbots, 
and Heads of * Orders. The — 
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who preſided: in this Aſſembly, having lamented 
in a pathetick Diſcourſe the many Misfortunes of 
the Empire in the Reigns of the preceding Em- 
perors, which he ſhew'd to be all Owing to the 
unhappy Changes they had made in the Religion 
of their Fore-fathers, propoſed to the Conſidera- 
tion of the Aſſembly, whether it would not be 
expedient to reſtore Things to the State they were 
in before the furious Edict of Leo the Jaurian 
againſt Images. The Heads of the Senate and 
Nobility, who were all favourably diſpoſed, and 
ſpoke firſt, gave their Opinion that this ought 
to be done. After this the Biſhops and Abbots, 
who were Men of Learning, ſpoke with a great 
Deal of Force againſt the Changes that had been 
made, as having been carried on by violent Means 
againſt the Church's ancient Traditions: So that 
they came all unanimouſly to this Reſolution, 
that a Petition ſhould be preſented to the Empreſs, 
that the Honour anciently pay'd to Images might 
be reſtored. | . 
The Empreſs ſeeing that all Things ſucceeded 
according to her Wiſhes, judg'd that to give the 
finiſning Stroke to this great Work, a ſort of 
Eccleſiaſtical Sy nod ſhould be call'd, that is, a 
general Aſſembly of the Clergy only, in which 
for the Inſtruct ion and Satisfaction of thoſe, who 
had been ſeduced, the ancient Doctrine of the 
Church ſhould be ſet forth from the Writings of 
ſuch Fathers, as had been Witneſſes of it, and 
maintain'd it againſt the Hereticks of their Times: 
And it was order'd, that every Body ſhould have 
full Liberty allow'd him to propoſe his Objections 
and Doubts. 1 9 * 
This Aſſembly was held in the Palace, becauſe 
the wicked Patriarch John, who was firſt to be 
depoſed for: his abominable Crimes, which 1— 
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of publick Notoriety, was in Poſſeſſion of the 
Cathedral. Now beſides that there were always 
ſeveral Biſhops at Conſtantinople either upon real 
or pretended Buſineſs, the Fame of this Aſſembly 
brought thither ſuch Numbers both of Biſhops, 
Abbots, and other Ecclefiaſticks, that the Town 
was ſcarce able to contain them: And amongſt 
theſe there were many, who bore the glorious 
Marks of their Sufferings for the Catholick Faith; 
and many more, who had been overcome by the 
Violence of Perſecutions under the three former 
Emperors. | 
owever it appear'd on this Occaſion, thar 
Jconoclaſm had not made any conſiderable Con- 
queſts; and that the Generality of thoſe, who 
had made Profeſſion of it, had been dragg'd to 
it by meer Violence contrary to their real Con- 
viction of Judgment and Dictates of Conſcience. 
For the greateſt Part of the Aſſembly, and amongſt 
Others ſeveral of thoſe, who had been made Bi- 
ſhops by the Iconoclaſt Emperors, were no ſooner 
met together in the Palace, but even before any 
Thing was propoſed to their Deliberation, ſet-up 
their Voices all together, and cry'd out as loud 
as they could Anathema to thoſe who had ſeduced 
them, and been Enemies to holy Images. 

But to proceed orderly, and provide the Church 
of Conſtantinople with a Patriarch worthy of that 
high Station, the firſt Thing they did was to 
depoſe by unanimous Conſent the wicked Fohn, 
and place upon the patriarchal Throne the admi- 
rable Methodius, of whoſe Sufferings I have already 
given a full Account. The Choice of this great 
Man was received with a univerſal Applauſe, and 
was highly plealing to the Empreſs, who look'd 
upon him as the fitteſt Perſon 1n the whole Em- 
I 3 pire 
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pire tore · oſtabliſn Religion and Devotion in Con- 
Lantinopie by his Learning and eminent Virtue. 
As to the Patriarch Jobn, he fel into to fuch 
a furious Paſſion, that he was upon the Point of 
Laying violent Hands on himſelf, and refuſed 
obſtinately to obey the Orders ſent him to quit 
the patriarchal Palace: So that Bardas Brother to 
the 'Emprefs was obliged to have him carried away 
by Force into a Monaſtery, where he had not 
Command enough over his Paſſion to forbear 
"committing a Sacrilege, which ſhew'd the extra- 
vagant Malice of the Man. For as there was an 
Image of our Saviour, and another of his bleffed 
Mother ſet up in an eminent Place of his Mona- 
ſtery, he commanded his Deacon to mount up to 
them with a Ladder, and ſtrike out their Eyes, 
faying by Way of Deriſion, that ſince they could 
not ſee, they ought not to have Eyes. Which 
facrilegious Action inflamed the Zeal of the Em- 
— Theodora to fuch a Degree againſt this wicked 
Wretch, that ſhe gave Orders out of Hand to 
have his Eyes pluck'd out: But was prevail'd 
upon by the Entreaties of thoſe that were about 
her to mitigate the Puniſhment by Changing it 
into two hundred Laſhes fo well laid on by her 
Guards, that the Smart of them made him re- 
member a long Time after thoſe Images, the 
Memory whereof he deſign'd to aboliſn. | 
In the mean Time the Synod of Conſtantinople, 
in which AMethodius preſided, agreed unanimouſly 
in Confirming the Decrees of the fecend Council 
of Nicea; and made one for the Ne- eſtabliſhment 
of Images in all Parts of the Empire, and the 
Deprivatipp of all fuch Bifhops and Priefts as 
[ſhould refuſe to renounce their Hereſy. But on 
the other Hand, to obſerve Eccleſiaſtical Diſci- 
Pline, it was decreed, that thoſe who were diſ- 


poſed 
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ed to be reconciled to their mother-Church, 

ſhould make Satisfaction far the Scandal they had 

given by ſome Penance according to the Canons 

drawn up for that Purpoſe by Metbodius in Pro- 
portion to the Quality of each one's Crime, 

The Synod being thus happily ended, the Em- 


_ preſs, to complete this great Work, gave Orders, 


that the Decree for Re- eſtabliſhing of holy Images 
ſhould be executed with a Pomp ſuitable ta her 
Zeal and the Devation of the People of Conflan- 
tinople, who were overjoy'd to ſee themſelves de- 
liver'd from the Reſtraint they had been under in 
the preceding Reigns. Thefirſt Sunday of Lent was 
pitch'd upon for this folemn Ceremony, on which 
Day the Patriarch, follow'd by numberleſs People 
and the whole Body of the Clergy, went carly 
in the Morning to the great Church af St. Sophia, 


 whither alſo the Empreſs attended by the whale 


Court and Magiſtrates of the City conducted the 
young Emperor her Son; and from thence they 
all walk'd together in a falemn Proceſſion to the 
City with lighted Torches in their Hands, and 
the Croſs and holy Images carried before them 
as in Triumph, and to make a kind of publick 
Attonement for the Crimes of their Fore-fathers. 
After which the excellent Hymn compoſed by the 
holy Confeſſor Theophanes was ſung; and then 
began a ſolemn Mais, during which the Images 


were ſet up in the Church with loud Acclamations 


of Joy, and Proclamation was made with great 
Solemnity, that ic was the Feaſt of Orthodoxy ; 
which was afterwards kept annually by that Name 
an the ſame Day, and with the ſame Solemnity. 

Thus was the Hereſy of Iconoclaſm, which had 
been ſet up by Leo the aurian, and had exerciſed 
a tyrannical Power in the Eaſt for the ſpace of 
fixſcore Fears, utterly extinguifh'd by the Pru- 
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dence and unſhaken Reſolution of the Empreſs 
Theodora, whom God was pleaſed to bleſs durin 
the whole Time of her Regency, which laſted . 
fourteen Years, with an uninterrupted Courſe of 
Proſperity.z ſo that ſhe made herſelf be both fear'd 
and reſpected by all her neighbouring Princes, 
and principally by the Bulgarians, whom God had 
often made Uſe of as the Inſtruments of his Ju- 
ſtice to puniſh the Wickedneſs of the [conoclas? 
Emperors, and whom he ſuhjected in ſome Manner 
to her at the ſame Time, that upon the Sight of 
a holy Picture he ſubjected them to the Evangeli- 
cal Law. . x 

Bogoris their King, who had ſtruck up a Peace 
with the preceding Emperor Theophilus, ſeeing 
that after his Death the whole Government of the 
Empire was in the Hands of a Woman, had the 
Brutality to ſend Heralds to declare War againſt 
her without any juſtifiable Pretence or Provoca- 
tion. But the couragious Empreſs not at all in- 
timidated ſent them back with ſuch a reſolute 
Anſwer, that Bogoris charm'd with her maſculine 
Courage conceived from thence forward the higheſt 
Eſteem and Veneration for her Perſon. So that, 
inſtead of Purſuing his Warlike Intentions, he 
became himſelf a Petitioner for Peace, which was 
concluded upon this ſingle Condition, that the 
King ſhould releafe Theodore Cupharas a Perſon 
of great Merit, whom the Empreſs intended to 
employ, and that ſhe ſhould on the other Hand 
ſet at Liberty the King's Siſter, who had been 
made a Priſoner during the War. This Bulgarian 
Princeſs being whilſt ſhe was a Priſoner become 
a Chriſtian by the Exhortations and edifying Ex- 
ample of Theodora, endeavour'd alſo to convert 
the King her Brother, whom Theodore Cupharas, 
though his Priſoner, had often preſs'd to renounce 
99110 Paganiſm, 
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Paganiſm, and inſtructed in the Myſteries of 
Chriſtian Religion. But though favourably diſ- 
| poſed by theſe Means, that which gave the finiſh- 
ing Stroke to his Converſion was the Sight of a 
Picture of the laſt Judgment. wil; 

This Prince, who lov'd Hunting, paſſionately, 
had a great Number of Pictures relating to that 
Sort of Diverſion, with which he uſed to amuſe 
himſelf when the Weather would not permic him 
to go abroad. But as it happen'd that there was 
at that Time in Bulgaria a Monk call'd Metho- 
"- dius, who came from Rome, and was there be- 
come an eminent Painter, the King made Choice 
of him to paint a new Houle he had built, and 
only directed him in general to repreſent Objects 
of Terror, which he took a peculiar Pleaſure to 
look at, ſuch as the Combats of Huntſmen with 
wild Boars, Lions, and Tigers. But Methodius, 
to whoſe Thoughts nothing occurr'd more terri- 
ble than the laſt Judgment, made Choice of that, 
and painted it admirably well with all its Circum- 
ſtances that are moſt terrifying, particularly that 
of the Reprobate on the left Hand deliver'd up 
by the Sentence of the Judge to Devils, who 
threw them into Hell- fire. Bogoris upon the 
Sight of this Picture and the Painter's — 
tion of it was ſo ſenſibly touch'd, God at the 
ſame Time touching his Heart with his holy 
Grace, that he embraced the Faith of Chriſt with- 
out any further Delay, and was ſoon after bap- 
tized taking the Name of Michael in Conſider- 
ation of the young Emperor. 

This reſolute Action revolted his Subjects a- 
gainſt him, who took up Arms in Defence of 
their old Superſtitions. But it ſerved only to give 
a greater Luſtre both to his Converſion and the 
Glory of Feſus Chriſt by extending his Conqueſt 
1 nen over 
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over the whole Nation of the Bulgarians, For 
the King looking upon himſelf as invincihle by 
being under the Protection of Jeſus Chriſt, made 
no Difficulty to march with a Handful of Men 
againſt the numerous Army of his rebellious 
Subjects, who were ſo terrify'd at the Sight of the 
Croſs appearing at the Head of the King's 
Troops, that throwing down their Arms they 
took to their Heels, and ſoon after ſent to aſk 
Pardon, and the Grace of Baptiſm.; both which 
they obtain'd. | 

After which to take away all Occaſion of 
Miſunderſtanding between the Greeks and Bul- 
garians, who had not Country enough to con- 
tain their great Multitudes, the King, who con- 
fider*d Theodora as his Benefactrice and ſpiritual 
Mother begg'd humbly of her a Tract of un- 
cultivated Land belonging to the Empire, but 
bordering cloſe upon his own Country, declaring 
that from thenceforward his Subjects and thoſe 
of the Empire ſhould be but one People. 
Which Requeſt ſhe granted with a good Grace : 
And after that the Bulgarians always paid her 
the ſame Reſpect and Submiſſion, as if ſhe had 
been their real Sovereign. Thus it was that a 
whole Pagan Nation, which for many Years 
had been the Scourge of the Jconoclaſt Emperors, 
was happily converted to the Faith of Zeſus 
Chriſt, and became a peaceable Neighbour by 
the prudent Conduct of Theodora, and the caſual 
Sight of one of thoſe Images, the Veneration of 
which ſhe had re-eftabliſh*d in the whole Eaſt with 
o much Honour and Succeſs. 

This great Work therefore being thus happily 
finiſn'c encouraged the Empreſs to undertake 
alſo the Converſion of the Paulicians, who were 
the Remains of the old Mawicheans, and a- 

mongſt 


and Theodora. © 123 
mongſt numberleſs no ſeſs extravagant than a- 
bominable Errors had ſuch a Hatred to the 
Croſs, chat they ſtuck at no Sort of Outrages 
and Indignities to expreſs the Malice they bore 
it. This the Emprels could not bear, and there- 
fore reſolved to uſe all Means poſſible either to 
gain them over to the Catholick Faith, or if 
they continued obſtinate to purge the Empire 
of them, as ſhe did effectually in a very ſhort 
Time by the exceſſive Severity of her Liepte- 
nants, who inſtead of uſing any Endeavours at 
all ro gain them by mild and perſuaſive Methods, 
of which they ought a: leaſt to have firſt made 
a Trial, exerciſed all Sorts of Barbarities upon 
them, and made ſuch a prodigious Slaughter of 
them, that the reſt to avoid the like Treatment 
Jeft the Country, and went over to the Saracens, 
who in after-times made good Uſe of them a- 
gainft the Greeks. 
But though the Empreſs had no Hand in 
the Exceſſes committed by her Lieutenants, ſhe 
reap*d this Benefit by it, that the Empire was 
entirely purged of this pernicious Vermin _—_ 
the fourteen Years of her Regency, with which 
ended the publick Happineſs and Peace; when 
her Son Michael, who was hecome the greateſt 
Brute upon Earth, not being able to bear any 
longer either her Admonitions, or Preſence, re- 
ſolved to remove her at a Diſtance from him. 
But Theodora, inſtead of imitating the ambitious 
Irene, who committed ſo many Crimes to main- 
tain her Authority, took a quite contrary Courſe 


by preventing the Deſign of her unnatural Son, 
and made a voluntary Reſignation of the Empire 
to avoid the embroiling it in a civil War, which 
her Refiftance muſt have unavoidably — 
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For this End ſhe aſſembled together the 
Senate and King's Council, and bringing with 
her the Lord Treaſurer, ſhe told the Aſſembl 
that being reſol ved to retire from all public 
Buſineſs, and apply herſelt wholly for the reſt 
of her Days to the Concerns of the other World, 
ſhe had call'd them together to give them an 
Account of the publick Money, Feaſt after her 
Retirement it ſhould be ſaid, that ſhe had left 
the Emperor her Son an empty Exchequer. Then 
told them that with what ſhe had found at her 
receiving the imperial Crown, and had added 
do it during her Adminiſtration, all publick Ex- 
pences being defray'd, they ſhould find in Gold 
and Silver a Sum, which according to Monſieur 
Maimbourg's Computation amounted to above 
ſeventy eight Millions of French Money : All 
which the ſtupid Michael in a few Years Time 
ſpent in Debaucheries; and a gregt Deal more 
accruing from the Sale of all the rich Plate be- 
longiug to the Crown, which he converted into 
Money to ſupply his Extravagances : So that be- 
ing aſſaſſinated about twelve Years after Theodora's 
voluntary Abdication, there was but a very in- 
confiderable Sum found in the Exchequer. 
This ſhews how vaſtly different the Conduct 
of the Son was from that of the Mother, who 
was moſt certainly a Princeſs of extraordinary 
Merit, and had the greateſt Command over her- * 
ſelf, as appear'd in her generous Contempt of 
the imperial Crown, which ſhe might have eaſily 
maintain'd againſt ſuch a brutal Son? Where- 
fore having given the Senate an Account of her 
| Adminiſtration, ſhe took her Leave of the Aſ- 
1 ſembly in a very obliging and gracious Manner, 
and quitting: the imperial Palace ſhe retired. to 
ag another with the Princeſſes her Daughters, pare 
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ſhe ſpent her Time in the Practice of all Chri- 
ſtian Virtues; whilſt her Son govern'd by his 
Uncle Bardas, who encouraged him in all his 
Extravagances diſhonour'd the Empire by a Lite 
as infamous as that of Heliogabalus and Nero : 
For which Reaſon the Neighbourhood of ſo vir- 
tuous a Mother being inſupportable to him, one 
Day, when according to her uſual PraQtice ſhe 
was gone to do her Devotions at our Lady's of 
Blagnerns, he cauſed her Head to be ſhaved and 
confined her to a Monaſtery ; where without any 
other Change, than that of the Place of her Re- 
ſidence, ſhe lived above eight Years till the Greek 
Schiſm was form'd by. the wicked Photius, who 


uſurped the See of | Conſtantinople, after having 


by Violence and Caballing procured the Baniſh- 
ment of it's true Patriarch St. Ignatius, becauſe he 
always refuſed-to-give.the Veil to Theodora, whom 
her unnatural Son had forced into a Monaſtery. 
Twas, upon this Occaſion that Pope Nicholas I. 
wrote to her that excellent Letter, which is a 
perfect Elogium of her. It is dated November 30. 
An. 867, a few Days after which ſhe departed this 
Life, and went to receive in Heaven the Crown 
prepared as a Reward of that eminent Holineſs 
which the Greeks have always honour'd in her 
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hending the Derivations of the Generality of Words in 
the Exgliſu Tongue, either Ancient or rn, from the 
Aneient Britiſh, Son, Dans Norman, and Modern French, 
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The Scriprure' Penitent, or, The great Efficacy of 
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"The Compendium; or « ſhort View of the Trials, in re- 
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The perfe& Princeſs, in the Life of St. Margaret Queen 
of Scotland; with Elogium on her Children, Dazid and 
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Moral Reflections on the Epiſtles and Goſpels of every 
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Divinity of the Son of God, and of the Holy Spirit; with a 
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The Annals of the Church ; being an Abridgement 
of the Church Hiſtory for the three firſt Ages. Price 3 5. 
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A compendious Hiftory of the Church, from the Begin- 
ning of the World to this preſent Time. Written in 
French by Lewis Ellis Dapin Doctor of Sorbonne, and Reglus 
Profeſſor of Divinity at Paris, Divided into '4 Tomes. 
Price 10 1. | | . ; 
Hiſtorical and Critical} Remarks on Biſhop Bam 

Hiſtory of his own Times. by 8. Higgens, Gent. Price's . 

The Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of the Fng/tſb Nation, from 
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News from the Dead; or the Monthly Packet of true 
Intelligence from the other World. Written by Aercpry. 
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The Gentleman Inſtruſted in the Conduct of a virtu- 
ous Life. Written for the Inſtruction of a young Noble- 
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An Account of the Miracle wrought on the 31ft of 
May, on the Feaſt of Cops, Chvifth, in the Year 1725, at the 
Proceſſion of St. Marparer's Pariſh, in the Suburbs of St. 
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The Following of Chrift in four Books, written by Fob» 
Gerſon Abbot of Vercelles, of the holy Order of St. Benedi#. 
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Eſſay a, ſuppoſed to be written Monſieur Fongquet ; 
bein Neteclions upon ſuch Muxims 0 — as are maſt 
to guide us to the Feliciry of both the preſent, 

and the future Lite, Done from the French. Pri 11. 6 U. 

The Cowncits of Wiſdom, or the Maxims of Solomon, 
moſt neceſtary for a Man towurds the gaining of Wifdom ; 
with Reflections upon the Maxims. The fecond Part 
contains excellent luſtrudions for the Education of Youth. 
Pricet 1. 68d . 

Some Obſervations upon the Life of Reginaldus Polts 
Cardinal, of the Royal Blood of Enplard, fent in a Packet 
out of Wales, by G. L. Gentieman and Servant to the late 
Majeſty of Henerietta Maria of Hourbon. Price 1 1. 6 d. 

Penſeſy bien; or, Think well on't; containing a ſhort, 
facil, and fecure Way leading to Salvation. Written 
in French by a Diſciple of Diſciples, and dedicated to the 
Youth of France, price 6 d. 

The Life of St. Mary of Fgypt ; written by St. Sepbronius, 
Patriarch of Jeruſalem. Done into Engliſh from the 
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